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AN ESSAY - 


UPON 


STATIVS 


1THE FIVE FIRST BOOKS 
} PUBL PAPINIUS STATIONS 


his THE BALS. 
l Done into Engliſh Verſs © ; =o} 
| With the Poggick Hiſtory Illuſtrated) © 
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| JuVENAL. Sat. 7. 
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NOBILI AMICORUM PARI, 
Do. GHLIELMO PASTON BARONETTO, 
E 
Do. GUHLIELMO OILy KB, AVRATO, 
MVSARVM EXVLVM ASYLIS, ET 


RELIGION1IS PROFLIGATAE ASSERTORIBVS, 
PATRONIS EIVS PLVRIMVM HONORANDIS, 


THOMAS STEPHENS. 


vyOTO ETMANCIPI CLIENS AD DICTISSINNS, 

HASCE STATIAN AS PRIMITIAS, © 
IN GRATI ANIMI TESTIMONINMN, L. M. 
| M. M. D. D. C.Q. 


| _ To the ingenuous Reader. 


READER, 

; Hou art here preſented with a piece of Statius 
metaphraſed : The Authour was twice crow- 
E "ned Lahreate, in the moſt Poctiche, and beſt 
| 7#deing Times, It is not the leaſt part of his glory that 
| he deſery/'d Juvenals envy, as ſome judiciouſly {uber 
the gpplauding\Satyriſt. 1 inteud to pick no quarrels 
' with bis Name or Conntry : ' but ſhall be well ſatisfied, 
' If thy courteſie will allow him to be Naturali\'d a- 
' mongit ws, For thoſe Criticall pens which have pub- 
liſhed their ingenious diſputes, between Urſulus and 
Surculus, (although, 1 conceive, neither were of kin 
to our Statius ) would have deſerv'd better of the 
' Common-wealth of Learning, if they had held a torch 
fo the darke and myſterious places of the Poem - 

| Which, 1 dave [ay,would not be ſo much neglected, but 
' thatit i ſo little underſtood. The ſubjed# matter of 
| the worke, the moſt ancient of any Hiſtory recorded 
' by the Poets : And were it not preſerv/ din our Au- 
" thour, it had been, long ſince,worne out by Time: Ap- 
' pearing now like old ruines, which allevs the me- 
| znory of a place, although the forme be wholly d:cay'd. 

| For thoſe (a) teeming wits, which have been delive- 

n Homer (-pplauded by Pauſanias : ) Amimachus, Pomicus, &c. 1 
"ep red 
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the Tranſlatour u ſentenc'd, according as he jumps 
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To the Reader. 4 
red of Poems on the ome ſubjett, (the comparing 0 


which, would have been the. eſt light'to'an Interp 
ter :) have nothing but their Names, now remaining 
The iniquity of Time ! which has not onely deface 
Thebes, but rob'd us of that Poefy which might re: 
paire it : at leaſt with paper-wals, moye laſting the 
Amphions ſtones. rh necks S201 

T ' tranſlation was meditated, midſt all the clamou 
and imployments of a publike Schoole., and ſo, cannot 
be ſo accompliſh'd, as might be expetted from ava 
cant retiredaeſſe. And, when 1 ſhall-te{{thee, that it 
was intended for a help to-my Scholars, for under 
ſtanding the Poet, thou wilt not wonder at my margi 
nall explications of the Poetick ſtory. Thoſe granae 
proficients , who have dizeſted that'jn_ their owne 
braines, may ſave themſelves a labour of glancing 0 
them : (I would provoke no man to God aſquint : 
For others that want bladders, however in honou 

erhaps they had rather ſinke, [afety will perſwad, 
Cs 4 fin with this penis Fi l = 

T know the common Fate of Tranſlations, which are 
ſeldome read intire, but by ſnatches, and ſuch pieces 
onely, as are Jy is 9 the critick Reager, where 


with the others fancy. Yet cenſure me as thou wilt : 
So 1 benefit any, I have my end : And if any thing 
here prove ſatisfattory to my candid , ingennoms 
Friends, it will incourage my progreſſe in that worke, 
which otherwiſe here receives its period, Farewell, 
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Yi, Eee luciem te0 cultore 
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© Fewres drm, 
Er: ; phys Veneres, C ariteſque 
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ealor vatis migrevir, &imTe 
or colleFis viribus exit. 
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<Quos prperre frazres, confuſe en 2 an 
{Heu ! male virgineam que inceſtam wo, A erton) 
| Dum recitas, ye ſuperas ea monſtra Corhurno. 
| we & Dti- * $i pulchras pingas (fucms decer ifte,) pucklas 3 
j/ - phite. St nn ifaruon, fagramus amore Pocte : 
A facie nulla, veniunt ſel ab Arteſagitt#, 
ih. a.'| - Lo tedas celobres- wp eafti prog rc 
igite corripitter 140 puird Cala 
hs. ke rap! vellczs, velfpoue $ "5 
Perſtrar' jim feftus Hymen, dncuituv ud arts 
N a*i0hite y0ens Muraeur {cugnimis oftre, 
A $Spottſe, virgiuco pguua 
5-19. 4- Shy [ttm canes, nobit fits aller erbſetr, 
(roma bee femt quis wolet ? ſola levare 
Have Agaripyce porerit Perme idos unda. 
«Luo pede capiſti fauſte pergas, iterimgue 
Thevans {urgent meliore Amphione murt, 


Reginaldus Bekenham, 
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To hn approved friend, and late reverend Maſter, 
Mr, Thomas Stephens on his judicious, and *© 
incomparable Tranſlation o Seativs, 


| Tamonds forme diamonds : who'd know the juſt 
Dre of your worth,by your own muſt 

j Take mealure- Honour to my verſe itis 

? (Admired Sir) ro dawnei'th' frontiſpice 

And uſher gday, which flowers in each page ' 

Of your learn'd Paraphraſe : which ſhould my 

(Miſguiding-folly rather) fondly praife ' 

*Bove the deſerving text and Aurhors bayes, 

Sweare th' anger kindled in the brerhrens pile, 

Duels more ſprightly in an Engliſh ſtile, 

» *Twould injure bjm and you. To overdraw 

| Were errour in Apelles 'g2inſt the Law 

: Imagery corhmands, ſince in theſe arts 

| Thebeauty of the liknefſe wonder darts, 

And makes the miracle; Hence flowes your fame, 

We can bat onely (ay 'tis not the ſame. 

} "The ſhort-liv*d "fue? then of ſuch, whoſe braine 

Needes others workes as bladders in the maine 

: Of wit and fancy, theſe we terme Tranſlation ; 

; You:'s broake no other Title then creation. 

; From the old Latin ſtock new ſtemmes are ſprung, 

| Statius new borne, ſpeakes a new mother tongue, ' 

Live then bright Suns of Maſculing Poerry 

| Phenix and heire ax once, Parelii, ; 

| Theſe and all elſe are weake , except that one 

Perweene your ſelves there's no compariſon. 
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To ” honoured friend Mr. Thomas Stephens 0» h:s 
admirable Comment wid Tranſlation of the 
firſt five: bookgs of the Thebaids. 
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? 
[ 
| \ Rt, Sir, workes miracles: ſhe can Revive 

"A Men dead, in years and Fame, and bid them Live; 

And fpeake a Language which they knew not, and 
More ſenſe perhaps, then They did widerſtand. 
Some Comments courtcouſly bely, and wit 

authors into more Raptures, then they writ.) 
Your Statius ne*re knew Engliſh ſare : ſcarce we 
{Know it our ſelves, but b Dittions ; ; 
77" Tis ſo new caft, and molded, we oft looke ; 
#! For our owne Mothcr-tongue i'th* conſtring-booke : | : 
$! Yet here heſpeakes't ſo in the mode and trim, | 
[ "The Fzners ſelves envy both you, and him 3 | 
{{ Whois your debter for his ſtuffe, and glaſe ; 
7 His text owes wit unto your Paraphraſe. 

Which you ſo turn'd, wrought, ſweat untill you bit 


's 
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| What Siatius in Englith ſbould have writ. | 
4} Which coſt you {o oft watchings, it pleads right : 
''Toſhine now : Day's due, afrer ſo many nights. ; 


Five Bookes, ſo abſolutely juſt, and beſt, 
| There's nothing wanting to them, but the reſt : 


+ For Comment aud Tranflation ſo agree, ; 
' They ſhew the Beauty, and they helpe us fee. | ; 
/' Strange Artiſt ! who doeſt thus miraculouſly : 
'' Paint Shapes; And then paint'ſt Day to'view them by. : 
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Clem: Paman. 
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To his much honoured jriend,dnd late reverend 
Maſter, Mr. Thomas Stephens, on hs 
deſerving Tranſlation of 

| Statius. 


He world's refiz'd, we ſee ; and golden wits 
Spring up 1'th* iron age ; more zer/eneſſe fits 
On Pallas's ſmoother brow ; and every river 
Can nobler ſtreames then Helicon deliver. 
If ſo, why are thoſe a Feſtivals forbid 
That crown'd opr Amthor 2 where's the bazes that did 
Tnrich his glorious head ? ſhall vertze riſe 
To a higher pitch, and have a cheaper price ? 
Yet with »eg/e#'there's /afery : Seldome's praiſe 
Secure, but emzlation blaſts the baies. 
If thou wrot'lt Laxreate too, others we ſee 
Have envy'd Him, his Ghoft would envy Thee. 


@ The <Quinquatrja, in which Statius was crown'd. 


| Pereg: DYoyly. 


| | Ti q his highly efftemed friend, Mc. Thomes Stephens, 
! On his incomparable Tranſlation of Statius. 


| "= HESOHN 
\ TE thanke you (Noble Sir) you've caus'd to be, 
| Whart we have wiſh'd, HOT defpair to ſee : 
{$tatius tranſlated ; One, all Sphinx to us, 

[FfT ill we had mer with Thee, an OEdipus, 


FT" incounter whom, "ris far more glory then 
[ deus his conquering of the fifty Men. 
{And thus Erheocles with his Brother, are 


{Yn Thec more glorious, then in Thebes they were, 
[Thou writeſt of Princes, yer T'de rather be 
1} Amhour, then fubje# of thy Poetry : 
f And ytz be'Prance too ; fince thou art of all 
FH Aſmmeruds traine, rhe mis raperiall. 
| The Muſes here had ae're been free from doube, 
*} Had'ſt nor Thau-Hermes come to helpe them our. 
'F * Tis char which raiſes wonder to th ke, 
4 To (ee therein Light out of Aqrkeneffe ſtroke. 
'# Luczn and Ovid, with ſuch eafie men, 
3 Are a fit worke far a meere Rymers pen : 
4 And optich Fuvenal,though darke he be, 
We ſec umighted is by Farnaby. 
This makes me priſe thy choice 3 thou'ſt ta'ne a Poet 
Which to tranſlate, is ro be Author of it. 
For had we not thy clear invention ſeen, 
'} Statins to us had not half publiſh'd been. 
1 Methinkes, I hear the Authours ghoſt repine, 
'} Tofct his owne worke thus out-vied by thine. 
\} Now let dull Rabbies, that learne nothing better, 
7} Thento pick quarrels with an Hebrew letter ; 
-} (Of which crook'd Charafecrs, to find the way; 
*! They make their faces more deform'd, then They : ) 
|| Ler them contemne thy Booke : Thy Noble ſtraines 
4 Are madefor clever, and mckled braines. 
* Goon; makeup the reſt ; and ler us know 
The pe e& height, that Art can reach unto : 
| That ſo the learned World may owe Thee more 
Then to the Authors ſelfe it did before. 
When thou haſt thus diſplaid the Thebane war, 
* Twill be more during, then tis Ancient far. 


T hems Poley. 


COT es oy. 


In eruditiſſimum Statiane T hebaidos interpretem, olim | 
Preceptorem ejus obſervandum, 


Haliter in mundi votis, aviximgue querelis, 
Nata recens, ſurgit gratior tide dies : 
It meliore coma, flavos ſpoudetque capillos, 
Lanugo temerg lucts, Apollo, tue : 3 
Noſtraris Stari, fic dun erepuſcula ſpergis, | 
Optamus totam, qua fine nube, diem : | 
Sylvz ut detonſe, celo videantur aperto ; | 
Nulla þss obſcuro textilis umbra loco. 


Sic erit; & lztam facier nuic Statius urbem ; 
Thebais & popule fiet amica now. . 


T'o his ingenious friend Mr. Tho: Stephens concerning S 
hns pedcions Tranſlation of Statixs bus Thehavs: - 


'M not ambitious that the Preſſe ſhould ſweats 
In corcuring the harmelefſe Alphabet 
o int my rurall Genius; nor do I 
Pride it to iſt my common Poerry 
*Mongſt thoſe Commander-wits which lead the Var 
Of thy Heroicke wars, whoſe each pen can | 
Muſter an Army of Poerick ſtraines. 
To rout thoſe Rebels of the vulgar braines 
gnorance, envy, obloquie, and ſcorne 
Arid truely make all their baſe hopes forlorne : 
No 'tis thy love, 'tis thy word of Commanil 
In thy Bartalia's front makes me thus ſtand 
And dare the peeviſh world to charge thy wit 
Cenſure-proof with what c're would piſtol] ir. 
Let envy ſquint her venom'd lightning, Thou 
. Shalt ſtand unblaſted with thy Laureate brow. 


Ch: Woodwara 
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7 Reader, thy ingenuity will corre& thoſe literall errours, 
which doe not much pervert the ſenſe ; eſpecially if thou 

ave reference to the Latine Copy, The moſt mateciall 
#4 have thus obſerved. 
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- 1. in the Comment, lin. 1, read, rauiſh'd. p. 4. vere 93. r. 
bear ; T. p. 17. dele lineam primam. p. 43. in the Comment, 
I4. r. venemous ; Lytarge. 0) » Þ» 56. v. 715.r. Fouve's. p.72. 
'F. 308. r. Harmione. p.' 78. in the Comment, 1. 6. r. Oicles. p. 83. 
1F. 629. r. ſfhronps and rocks. p. 109. v. 61 3. r. batted God. p. 115. inthe 
- mr. atuoff alt woes: . 116, v. 761. r. ſhrill. p. 118. y: 

ſleeye. p. 118. v. 827. x. curdlcd. p. 119. in the Comment |. 1. 
1 m, A foumtaine or well ju the Nemezan wood. p. 120. v. 88g. 
| . Curetes. p. 122. in the Comment. |. 5. interpone, t, on whoſe bankes 
. & 1. 6. r. Theſſalian river. p. 123. r. now's the, p. 126, v. 8g, 
- women. p. 139. v. 196. r. angry (y) God. p. 131. inthe Comment, 
'® ſabvis ſue Brachit. P- 137. V- 436. r; ſterne. p. 138. v. 441. r. corre 
140. V. 499-r. cloſe flames. in the Comment, merpone, d, Son to 
1 » [quire to Hercules, and in the Comment, |. 6. r. Heroes (d) 
{ofe loſſe. p. 141, v- 523+ I» 41d nurſe, 
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Argument. Lib. 1. Statiz Thebaidos. 


Blinde OEdipus, th' inceftuons paryicide, 

Invokes Tiſiphone to ſcourge the pride 

of 's ſcornfull ſons : Who reigne by joynt conſent 

In courſe ; then change their Crownes for baniſh- 
The firſt lot fell t' Etheocles : But Jove (ment, 
Sends Hermes down, for Laius Ghoſt, to move 
Duayrels between them, Polynices flies 

To Argos, weather-beaten.: Thither hyes 
Young Tydeus too - There they rae and fight : 
T:ll King Adraſtus,ths diſturbd 'th' night, (follow 
Makes peace , invites them , asks their names : They 
To'th' Altars;where he chaunts Hymnes to Apollo, 


Sacred heat inflames re, to relate 

The (4) Brethrens quarrels, and inveterate hate 
For an alternate Crown; and to reherſe 
T hebes's guilt. Great Powers, whence {hall I fetch my verſe? 
Shall I that Nations infancy diſplay ? 
(b) Emropa's rape ? (c ) eAgenor's fatall Law ? 
Or Cadmns ſcowring th* Ocean ? *Twere too far, 
Should I diſcourſe, how th* (d) Plowman, fowing war 
In his ſedicious furrows, ſtood amaz'd F, 
At his own news{prung blades : How th' wals were rais'd 
With 7 riaz Stones, charm'd by « Armphions ditty : 


(a) Etheocles and Polynices. (b) Baniſhed by F:piter (c\ Forbid- 
Cing his ſon Cadmus to return without his hſter Europa: (4) Cadmus | 
in the place ſowed ſerpen:s tecth, which grew to Gy.gs, who kutel 


one another. 1.8 
B  Waene: 


2 Statii Thebaid. Lib. 1. 


ff Whence grew that(e)rage, wb ſeiz'd on P Bacchus's City: 
8 (Sterne (g ) 70, twas thy work : ) againſt whoſe brouy, 
gd Unhappy. (b) eAthamas did bend his bow : 

H Why, {lighting the Ionick fea, the (;) Mother 

|; Leapt with Palemon in, the ſecond Brother. 

jf/ Bur farewell theſe ; farewell both grief and joy, 

| Which {adm found :; The miſeries which annoy 

[} The houſe of O Zap mult be my ſong : | 

{} Who dare not ſing the triumphs chat belong 

{1 To (k)Ceſw- banners ; nor the double baies 

tt He bore from (1) Rheine, or Danxow : Or that praiſe 
i The conquer'd Dacians yeild him, who were thrown 
#} Down from the (»») Hils they curs'd us on. 'Tis known 
1 How's (#) infant years brought ſuccour to, the glory 
1! Of ove, Romes Capitol —— Thou larger ſtory 

i} Of great Yeſpaſians name, borne to compleat 

1} Thy Fathers Vi&'ries, whom this (s) Royall ſeat 

#7 Wiſhes eternall : Though the ſtarres be crowded 

#] Ta narrower compaſle ; Though the never-clouded 
Eaſt, the cold North, and Southerne climate,free 
From blaſts, invite Thee : Though Apols be 
Ambitious to ſer off his round with thoſe 

' Rich {p) glories of thy Raies : And ove diſpoſe 
Halfe of his mighty Throne to Thee, (Great Soule) 
Humble thy thoughts to earth, ſtoope to controule 
The Sea and Land ; a while Divinity ſmother, 

And make the heav'ns thy free gift to another. 

The time may come, when a diviner rage 


''} May ſwell my verſe to thy:great As, This page, 
i (e) By which Agave ſlew Penthers. ( f ) Semelc halfe Mother to Bacchus 


ſon Learchus,inſtead of a young Lyon. (i)Leucothoe. (k) Tirus Domitia- 
ns whom the Poet Ratters. (1) He triumphed twice o're the Catti and 
Batavi. mM Amongſt theſe Nations mountaines were conſecrated,on 
which they curſed their enemies.Strab. Lib 7. (n) Domitian,yet a chilq, 
reed his father from /zrellius his fiege in the Capitol. (0) The Romang 
mpire. {p) The cuſtome was to paint the Emperours with glories a- 


bout their beads, in the ftimilitude of gods.! 
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1} wasa Thebane. (g) Tealous of Fove with Semcte, (b) Who flew his 
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| The ſenſelefle ground, with's bloudy hands ; a ſound 


Statis Thebaid. Lib. I. 
Tun'd on my harpe, is fill'd with Thebare Wars ; 
One Crowne deſtruftive to two Princes : jars 
Which death could put no end to ; funerall (q ) flames 
Divided, like the ſoules they carry ; names 
Of dead Kings without Tombltones ; many a Towne 
I'th* ruines of the people overthrowne. 
When (+) Dirce bluſh'd, being ſtain'd with Grecian bloud 
And foves-beloved Thetss wondring ſtood 
To fee (5) /ſmenos, which was dry before, 
Flow with fuch violence and chide his ſhore. 

What Champion-(Muſe) do'ſt firſt remember ? Is't - 
Inraged T ydens ? or Apollo's (t) Prielt, 
Buried before he's dead ? Or is't the proud 
(s) Hyppomedon, whole ſlaughters ſtop the flood 
That overwhelm'd him 2 Or wilt weep the tale 
Of young Parthenopers funerall ? |, 
When that's ſpun out, take (x) Cepanerz, and tell 
(But with a greater horrour) how ke fell. 

The hand of O Edjps had eclips'd the light 
Of*'s wicked eyes, and brought cternall night 
Over his ſhame, whilſt he (till liv'd the longer, 
That he might long be dying : But a ſtronger 
Beam's darted from his ſoule;there Furies lye 
In thouſand ſhapes ( invited thither by 
His boſome ſins ) which watch him ; whillt he hides 
Himfſelfe in his hugg'd darkneſſe, and reſides 
In his cloſe, u1ſeen Chambers. Then he raiſes 
The freſh wounds he had made; thoſe empty places 
Where's eyes had been, to heav'n : Beating the ground, 


Of horrour thus breakes our ; ——Yc infernall Fiends, 


(q) When the two Brethren were burnt at one pile, that flame (as if if 
were angry) parted in the aire. (7) A founraine neer Thebes. (5) A 
River ot Beotia emptying ir ſelfe into Euripus Euboicus: (t) Ampbie 

ras who with his chari>t was ſwallowed ifiro the earth: (u) Fighting 
in the river Hiſmeneta he was drowned. (x) Bgained with tones as he 
was ſcaling the walls of Thebes, 


af 
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4 Statii Thebaid. Lib. IT. 


i Which raigne or'e guiltineſſe, and Hell,whoſe ends 
F Are narrower then our faults ; And thou darke Lake 
| Of Styx, whoſe proſpe&T, though blinde, can take. 
ff Thou too, Ti/iphone,which knoweſt beſt 
ff That voice, th'haſt heard fo oft, grant this requeſt : 
If I have ferv'd thee truly, whom I found 
{Nurſe to my infancy, who heal'dſt the wound 
5 They ( y ) bored through my feet ; If I did go 
it Ar thy command to (=) (rrha's ſtreames, whick low @ 0, 
{4 Twixt the two-headed Hill,when I might rather 
FF Have ſtaid with ( 4 ) Polybxes, my fuppoſed Father. 
! | Where in the Tower of ( 5) three-top'd Phocs, I 
| | Grappled with th* hoary King, and did deny 
#11 Life ro his trembling joints, ſecking to find $5 
+} Whart there I loſt, a Father : If my mind 
47 By thee inlightned could unty the knot 
3 Of Sphaxx her riddle : If the inceſtuous blot 
"37 By which I ſtain'd my { 4) Mothers bed brought joyes 
7} To my free ſpirit ; where I got thee boyes. 
}4 Straight on theſe hands I fell deſiring death, mY 
And to my Mother did mine eyes bequeath. 
{15 Then here I aske a noble boone, and that, 
Which thouthy ſelfe would'ſt prompt : My ſons of latc 
1} (Sonnes ſtill, howe're ( e ) begotten) doe deſpiſe 95 
4+ Their mournfull Father, rob'd of's power,and's cycs. 
{)8 They will not (f) gaide me, will not cheere my heart 
#7 With words of comfort : But (O grievous ſmart ! ) 
'1} Grown proud, they raiſe their Scepters from my urne, 
:{þ Triumph o're blindneſſe, laughing when I mourne. 200 
7 Am I accurſed in theſe too?does dull Fove 
7 ( y) Then he was named OEdipus. This was commanded by his 
8 Father Laizs,aff.ighted at the Ocaclc. (4) A Phocian City necre Pcr- 
IF rſſue. (4) King of Corinth, to whom OEdipus was preſented by 
78 his Shepheard Phorbas, (b) Appearing with three Promontories. 
$7 (c) His Father Laizs. (4) Focajta whom he married. (ec) By ince- 
#4 ſtuous marriage. (f) Onely his daughter Amigore would perform i 
Ly that office. 
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See this with ſilence ? Thou at leaſt may'ſt prove 
Their ſcourge : Sweet Miſtrefle of revenge,come hither, 
Entaile a Curſe upon their heirs for ever, 
105 Puton that Diadem beſmeard with gore, 
Which from my fathers head theſe fingers tore, 
Goe, winged with a Parents curſe ; Divide 
Between the Brethren : Let the ſword decide 
% That title too : Near Queewof Hell, invent 
110 Some miſchiecfe, great as mydefires : Th'event 
Will ſhew their courage : Couldſt thou plot a rage 
Worthy their ſouls,they'd prove their Parentage, 
This ſaid : the Fury throwes a cruell glance 
$5 Upon him. She was fitting then by chance 
115 Onblack Cocyrus banks, where ſhe did ſcatter 
Her ſerpent locks, to let them drinke o'ch water. 
But ſwift as lightning,or ſome falling Star, 
She flies from thence ; The ghoſts give place, and fear 
Their Miſtreſle preſence : ſhe her progreſſe makes 
120 Through the black ſhades, where fouls do ſwarm,and take 
The way to th* Iron gate ; at foot o'th' hill 
Of (g) Tenarn, where's a free entrance [ti]l, 
But no returne : The day ſhrunke from her ſight, 
5 And hid her ſelfe in that dark cloud, which night 
125 Brought for her mantle : Diſtant (h) Arlus fled, 
And let the heav*ns fall from his trembling head. 
But from the plaines of (;) Malea ſhe does hurry 
I'th* beaten path to Thebes: Nor do's the Fury 
0 Fly any way with greater ſpeed, or takes 
130 More joy in hell : A hundred (4 ) horned ſnakes 
(The life-guard of her head) ſhades all her face; 
A darke black colour fils the hollow place, 


Where ſtood her worn-out eyes : jult as the Moone | 
(s) A Laconian promontory whence was ſuppoſed a paſſage to Hell. 
| (b ) A high Theſſalian Mountain , feigned ro be Metamorphoſed 
L . froma man at the ſight of the Gorgons head. (#7) Part of the atoreſaid 
} P.omontory. (k) This kind of Serpeart was :{-ribed to the Fartes 
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Bluſhes, when by Art ( 7) Magick ſhee's charm'd down. | 
From heav'n, Thus puffing out her hollow cheekes 135 | 
With rage, and ſwolne with venom'd gore, there breakes 
A black flame from her ugly mouth : Whence came in 
An army of diſeaſes ; Empty famine, 
Devouring plagues, grim death : Her tattered coate 
Sits wrinckled on her back, tied with a knot 140 
Or two abour her : if ſhe change that hue, 
The (»») Deſtinies ſpin her another clue. 
Then ſhakes ſhe both her havds : this Aames does weare, 
Tother with ſerpent fingers ſtings the ayre. 

When ſhe {tood ſtill, where long (=) Cirheron meets 145 
Heaven with his cragged top, her hiſfling greets 
The earth fo loud, that th'Ecchoed noiſe reſounds 
Through vaſt (0) Achaia, and the Grecian townes. 
(p) Parnaſſus, the worlds navell, heard it : ſo / 
Did ſharpe (q) Ezretas ; doubtfull (>) O Ere too, 150 
Which totter'd at the ſound. (s) Ifhmos did wonder, 
And ſcarce had power to keep two ſeas aſunder, 
Lemcothae aftrighted at the crack 
Pull'd her Palemor from the Dolphins back, 
And hid him in her lap, The Fury next 155 
Flying to (:) Cadmus Towers (which ſhe had vext 
With many [tormes before ) begers ſtrange paſſion 
T'th brethrens frighted mindes ; renews the faſhion 
Of their » firſt founders rage ; then Envy tears 
Their tortur'd fouls, and hate-begetting fears. 160 
(/) The ſuperſtition of the heathen thought that the Moon: Eclipſed 
was conyur'd out of the heavens, at wkich time they ſounded lou In- þ 
ftruments of braſſe, leſt the thould herr their incimations. (m) Tu- | 
Kice is a ſervant to the Fates. (n) 4 mountain dedicated to Bacchus. x 
(o) Containing Artica, Beotia, Meguris, &E tolia, and Phocjs, beſides 
the ſea lo cailed. {(p) Proved to be the middle of the exrth by Foves 
Eagles, which mct there. /q) Laconia produciagg valiant men. 
r Whether belonging rq Theſſalia or Thracia, s A neck of land where 
Corinth ſtands, induring the violence of the waves on cither fide. 
"8 Thebes built by Cadmus, u The carth-born Gyants, which de- 


ICITIIC 


Statis Thebaid, Lib. T. 


| Now a deſire of Government poſſeſtum : 
Their league is broke, whilſt both ſtrive to inveſt'uam 
Firſt, with the pall, and Scepter : Oh ! *cis brave 
To be Lord Paramount, and not to have 
165 A partner in our royall Fortunes : Neither 
Will Crownes divided ever hold together. 
So, when the toyling husband-man ſhall yoake 
Two untam'd ſteeres in's plow, they'l ſcorn the ſtroake 
They feele, and know not how, with down-preſs'd necks 
To draw ſuch burthens : ſtraight the carriage cracks, 
Rent with their ſev'rall forces ; whilſt they rake 
Two divers paths, and crooked furrows make. 
Such was the Brethrens diſcord, ſuch ſterne Ire 
Had ſet an edge, on their untam'd deſire, 
At length they cov'nant, year by year, t'exchange, 
By courſe, their Crownes for baniſhment : Tis {trange, 
How they would cool their Fortunes :whilſt the heire 
Gapes at the hopes of the ſucceeding yeare. 
This was that league,their wars were [topt upon : 
180 Scarce laſting to the next w Succeſſion. 
And yet the world had not ug'd then to guild 
Their ſciled roofes, nor had it learn'd to build 
Piatzo's rais'd with x Grecian marble, able 
Toſhelter throng'd y retainers to their table : 
185 Kings ſlept (if Kings can ſleep) without a Guard ; 
No Ceatinels at door kept watch and ward : 
No pretious Goblets made their wine look reat, 
No plates of gold were ſullied with their mear : 
*Tis a bare power they ſeeke, an empty prize, 
190 A naked kingdome crownes their victories. 
Thus whilſt both ſtrive for a negleRed ſoile, 
The humble throne of Cadmus, they defile 
Religion and themſelves : The laws and rig't 
w For the ſecond year Etheocles denied it. x Lacedemon 2n 1 Cerinth 
. being moſt famous for it. y He alludes to tha Ro:nane .uſt ze of 
entertaining their clients with a ſporrula. 
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Are beaten down , = alive and dead they fight. 
Miſguided ſoules 1 whither does paſſion bear you ? 195 
What if both poles were th* purchaſe, ſhould it dare you 
"To fuch impieties ? If all that's ſeen 

By th' eye of heav'n, ith* Eaſt, or Welt, or when | 
He wanders eut of's circle, to behold F 
The Southern heat,or ſquints o'th* Northern cold ? 200 | 
Whar if Tyre's wealth,or Phrygia» heaps invite you? "I 
| But 'ris a difmall Palace does excite you | 
To rage: you'd buy from hell a wretched boone, | 
{ Toit in OZdiprs his 4 curſed throne, | 
But now the lots are caſt, and fate has croſt 205 
Stiffe Polynices hopes. How waſt thou loſt 
In thine own joyes, proud 4 Tvrantthen ? when all 
About thee,were thy ſlaves ? when thou might call, 
What *ere thou fancieſt, thine, and none deny thee ? 
| Yet by and by the commons whiſper nigh thee 210 | 
Some reliſh of diflike ; and (as they uſe) F 
The next ſucceſſour in their heTre they chooſe. | 
' And one amongſt the reſt (whoſe minde was ler 

To blaſt the Scepter, and could never yet 

With patience bear commands ) cries out-; Oh Fate ! + 2x5 
Ts'c thus reſfolv'd to vex th* © Oo you.wn State ? 

Maſt we exchange our fears ſtill > and indanger 

- Our ſubdu'd heads by courſe to ſerve a ſtranger ? 

Trave made diviſion of our lives, tYave weaken'd 

The hand of 4 Fortune. Shall 1 ſtill be reckon'd 520 

A bond-ſhve rul'd by baniſh'd ſpirits ?1s'c, 
| Great power of heaven and carth | fixt in thy breſt 
To plague my country-men with ſuch a doome ? 
Or does this long-continu'd miſchief come | / 
' Since Cadmrnr ſearching the e (Carpathian ſeas, 225 
* 4 In their funerall flames. 4 The Scepter being alwaics fatall to thoſe 
that ſway'd it. & Ethegcles,zo whom the lot fell. c Ogygcs was King of 
; Thebes when the firſt deluge hippened, Tong before that of Deucalton. 
4 Chooſing bani:liment willingly, the worſt of miſery, e Carpathue is 


- 80 If]-nd rwixt /E g7pr and Rhodes, which names the ſea about her. 
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For her who back'd the wanton f Bull, did pleaſe 
To chooſe thoſe fields of ' g Hyas, here t'eret 
His new-found kingdome 2 Might we elſe expe&t 
This plague, from the firſt þ Brethrens quarrels, when 
Earth ſbew'd her ſons, but call'd them back agen ? 
D'ee mark; ſince t'others baniſhmenr, how ſowre 
He looks upon't ? How he has ſwell'd his power 2 
How big his words ? how proud his pace s grown > 
Think you, that this man will be e're broughe down 
To his ewn private fortunes? Yet we find 
That none was once more gentle, juſt, and kind : 
And reaſon good : he had a rivall then, 
But we *re contrould by all : Poor, abje&t men, 
Like as two winds, from ſev'rall quarters met, 
Scuffle for maſtry o're the ſayles, and wer--- 
The top-ra(t in the churliſh waves : ſuch fate 
Hangs o're this doubtfull,this diſtraſted Stare. 
One Prince commands obedience, whillt t'other 
Threatens as much if they obey his brother. _ 
But at oves high command the gods:reſort 
To heavens Star-chamber ;*Twas the inner Court 
Where they aſſembled, 5 'equally between 
The Eaſt and Weſtern houſes : whence was ſeen 
The confines of the earth and ſeas : k The God 
Shining i'ch* mid'|, ſtrikes terrour with the nod 
Of his majeſtick countenance : Anon - 
He ſers him'downe, in his beſpangled throne. 
The reſt ſtand, and expect : not one preſum'd 
To fit, till leave was beckned : Then they afſum'd 
The Demy-gods, toth' place they had afſign'd ; 
And th' heaven-begotten / Rivers : Nay the wind 


fEnropa Cadmw's ſiſter,ſtoln by Fupiter,transfornicd to a bull. g Once 
King of this place, after whoſe name, the Beotians were once called. 
þ The Gyants ſpringing from the Dragons teeth, who deſtroyed one "| 
another. # In the middle of the heavens. k Fupiter. | Growing from”! 
phe raine, diſtilling our of the clouds. | 


Comes whiltliog too ; but's breath was ſtopt with fear. 
Thus having fill'd che ſtarry Quice,, they wear 

Such Majeſty about them, that the face 

Of heav'n's amaz'd : Such beauty fills the place, 


The beames of Chry/olite hidden flames doe hold. 
Having commanded filence, all the round 
Gaye eare and trembled : ( for within that ſound 
Was an unchang'd decree ; the »s Fates did make 
His words a law : ) thus then aloft he ſpake, 

The taunted earth; and mans polluted ſoul 
I here impeach, whom vengeance can't controul. 
How long ſhall guilty cryes awake my rage ? 
This arme istir'd with thundering, 'Tis an age” 
Has wearied out the » Cyclops. Ev ry cinder 
In Ylcaxs fhop's burnt our. I would not hinder 
| Thy horſes (Phew) ranging where they liſt 
To fire the world, when their falſe p guide was mis't, 
Hoping they would retine't : But all in vaine, 
As was thy labour, Neptane,when the q Maine, 
Rais'd by thy trident, found a way to paſſe | 
Beyond its bounds, and waſh'd Earths dirty face. 
Now come we arm'd with vengeance *gainſt two Nations 
Sprung from our » loynes: One's Greece, the habitations 
Of Per/ews : T'other's Thebes built in that tra, 
Which men once call'd s eFonia : One neglet . 
Has ſeiz*d on all their ſoules. Who does not know 
Cadmus his raines ? Whilſt the powers below, 
Charm'd from their darker vaults, oft quarreld here. 


m Divinely enough , contrary [to the fond opinion of the Stozcks. 
n Julcans men which made Fove his thunderbolts. 0 &/Z ma, the fla- 
—ming Sicilian Mount. p Phaeton throwne headlong- into the river P4- 
dus, q In the great deluge. r The Argives challenge from Perſeus the 
ſon of Fove and Danae; the Thebanes from Cadmws, of the' line of Epa- 
#. s Afterward Beoia, from the Oxe which the O-acle comman=- 

». ded Cadms to follow. - 


That morethen day breakes thence : The roofe's all gold, : 
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| D'ee ſee their t Matrons wicked joyes ? Dee heare 
| The out-cryes from their « graves? I would conceal 
Thoſe daring fins that ſtrike at w heav'n : to tell 
60 | All thoſe lewd manners, which defile that place, 
| 250 Oneday and night would be too ſhort a ſpace. 
Yet O Edipme, more fruittull in his fin, 
Covets his Fathers bed, and ſtrives co win 
| - Strange pleaſures from his Mother. Who, before him,” 
65 | E're forc'd a paſlage to that wombe that bore him > 
i os But juſt revenge has x reach'd him : He has baniſh'd 
All day, and comfort : Heav'a it felfe is vaniſh'd 
Our of his ſight : whilſt his malignant brood 
| (Wicked beyond all prefident ). have ſtood 
2 Trinmphing o're his blindneſſe. Th' haſt obtain'd, 
| 300 Old Miſchicf,what thou ask'dit;Thy »y night has gain'd 
7oves eare, and's hand : Ile arme their rage, and mock 
At th' ruine of both kingdomes : All that Rock 
| Ile root and branch deſtroy. The quarrel's ſpun 
I} With caſe : = eAdraſtie pitying's exil'd ſon, 
: 305 Joyn'd to that @ Line unhappily, ſhall give 
Aſſiſtance, 'Tis decreed ; Nor mult they live. 
Deceitfull þ T axtals ſticks in our breaſt : 
| We han't digelted yer his bloudy feaſt. 
! | So ſpake the God : But 7-no deeply wounded 
310 With ſuch unlook'd-for news, this anſwer rounded. 
Muſt I to Armes (great Juſtice ? ) muſt I fight ? 
Tis known full well, what ſtrength of men, what might 
I always brought to th' towers.of c Greece : that Crowne 


's As that of Agave triumphing in Pentheus's death,and that of Focaſta's 
inceſt. u Where Athamas ſlew his ſon Learchus, w As Nuobe againſt 
Latona, Pentheus againſt Bacchus, and Scmele againſt Funo, x Ha- 
ving torn out his- eyes. y Of blindnefſe. 4 King of rhe Argives. 
4 His daughter Argia, was married afterward ro Polynices,. bur it is 
ſpoken here as if done and paſt, as all things are in the forcknowledge 
of the gods. b Once King there, who.intending tory the divinity of 
the =_X whom he had invited, ſerv'd up his ſon Pclops.ro. the table 
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Which my d Phoronems wore, with what renowne 

, Haſt flouriſht * Thave wink'd at one dull Nleight, 

| When fleeping e Argas found eternall night 
Within thoſe borders : when in a Golden ſhower 
Thou found'lt a paſſage to the guarded f tower : 
'Tis pardon'd : *twas a borrow'd ſhape offended. 
But when thou wor'lt g thy ſelfe, and waſt attended 
With flames, the tokens of our nuptiall ſports, 

My hate may juſtly blaſt ſach rivall Courts. 

Let Thebes be puniſh'd ; what had Greece deſerv'd ? 
Yer take thy pleaſure : If thy Queen's reſerv'd 

An objeR for thy ſcorne, levell her Cities, 

h Samos, h Mycene, and h Sparta : Sure it pities 
Thee, ſhee's ſo great : What needs perfuming wood 
To warme her Altars, waſh'd wich ſacred blood ? 

5 Coptes in e/£oypt ſends a better favour, 

Where 1/s teares & with Nile obtaine more favour. 
But if old ſcores t* a new account we call, 

And 'tis decreed to ſqueeze the dregs of all 

The times are paſt : Where ſhall this task begin ? 
What age will ſerve to purge Earths raging (1a ? 
Looke back upon that / kingdome, whence by cunning 
m Alpheis is joyn'd with Arethuſa; ranning 
Through ſea and earth ,to find her; Ist not ſhame, 
Th* Arcadians ſhould build temples to thy name 

In ſo unchaſta place ? There were the forces 


4 Who bounding the dominion between Neptune and Funo, gave ſcn- 
rence on her part, and was therefore honoured by her. e Made the 
keeper of Foucs beloyed To, and ſlaine by Mercury. f Where Acviſcus 
impriſon'd Danac. g As he appeard to Somelcin Thebes, þ Grecian 
Cities dedicared to Fro, Samos had the: honour to ſee her Nuptials. 
: A City devoted to Ifis, formerly To, now deified. k This ſaccihce 

with ſound of kettledrums,where Iſsss teares for her Ofiris, were 
thought to cauſe Niles inundations. 1 Piſz in Arcadia, by whoſe wall 
Alpb-us flowes, neere which was Foves grove. m Alpheus af:e: a long 


K c-urſe under carth and ſea, riſes againe with the founraineArcthuſa 1n 
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349 And charrets of '» O Enomax: :.whoſe horſes 
Might make Getwlian o «/£mm a fit {table : 
215 Behold the mangled limbs of a whole rabble | 
| Of ſuiters lye unburied there. Falſe p Ide, 
The place of my diſgrace, thou mak thy pride : 
345 So's g (ee, which has bely'd thy ſepulcher. 
| May not poore Gyeece be left thy ſpouſe 2 Forbeare 
20! Such farious threats. Take pity on thar Nation, 
That claimes from thee, by a moſt neeve relation. 
The world: has many kingdomes : None's ſo good, 
350 But may be dy'd, in the falſe brethrens blood. 
Thus ended ſhe her ſuit, made up of teares 
25 Lin'd with reproaches : But 7oves patient cares 
| Heard her without diſturbance : then replies ; 
*Twas not expected, any curſe ſhould ſeize 
355 Uponthy Grecians, were it ne'r ſo right, 
| But thou wouldſt frown : Nay r Bacchus, if he might 
of. Have liberty, would plead for's Thebes, I know : 
| And (durſt ſhe ſpeake) ſo would 5s Dione too. 
But witneſle all th' infernall lakes, and thoſe 
| 360 Black Stygianfloods, my brother Pluto choſe, 
f There's an irrevocable ſentence paſt : 
| ' Wherefore my ſwift-wing'd : Mercwry, make halte : 
Ourſtcip the winds that beare thee : Through the ayre 
Glide downe to th* darker region; There repaire 
| 365 Tograndſire « Laims ; call him back from hell: 
( He's not yet paſs'd the w Gulte : becauſe ke fell 
Untimely by the ſword of 0 Edipae : 
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# Who propoſed his daughter Hippedamia a prize to him that con- 
pf « querd him in a chariot combat, which coſt the lives of thirteen woo .. 
ers. 0 'Thracia, where Diomcdes his horſes were fed with mans fleſh. 

þ Where Paris gave'the rath judgement —_ Funo.. q The place 
of Foves nacivity which does likewiſe bo-it of his rombe. r There 

worthip'd. s Mother ro Fenus, and folicitous for her i inwagy Her= 
mione, 1 The Embaſſadour of heav'n. #. Father ro OEdipus, w Of 
Lerhe whence no returne, 


: 
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This | 


|- --% That the ſouls of ſlaughtered bodies wander 2 hundred yeares. 


14 "Statis Thebaid. Lib. T1. 
This is that kingdomes x Fundamentall :) This 
Quickned by thee, ſend him to's y Grandchilds Cort, 
With theſe commands : His brother-(whoſe reſort 370, 
To Greece, in's baniſhment, will well his pride, | 
' And ſtrengthen's ſufferings )' mult be deni'd 
Acceſle to's preſence, (He himſelfe would chuſe it ) 
And when the throne is ask'd, let him refale ir. 
Hence will I ground thcir anger, and diſpoſe 
The reſt as order bids me. = Hermes goes | 
As ove commanded, putting on a paire i 
Of winged buskins ; whilſt his golden haire, | 
And ſtarry head was ſhadow'd with his hat : | 
Then takes his charming rod, the ſcepter that 280 
' Commands ſkep, or forbids it : He lookes over F210 
Death's Court with this : This can loſt life recover: | 
* Thus vaulting downe, he flutters in the ayre ; | 
Which parted gently ; Neither ſtops he there ; 
But with his ſodain flight, the welkin ſounded, 285 !. 
And darting downward, all the skie was rounded: 14 
Now Polynices, baniſh'd from his throne, | 
As *ewas contracted, wanders all alone, ' 
By aſtealth i'th' Thebane deſerts ; Whilſt his minde | 
Feeds on the hopes, of what mult be refign'd 390 | 
E're long to's hands, Sometimes he thinks the Sun | 
Stands ſtill ; *Tis tedious &'re the yeare be done. | 
One thought, aſlcepe and waking has poſſeſt him; == 
What beames will guild that howre, that ſhall inveſt him | 
T'th ſtrength o'ch Kingdome ; When his humbled brother ,.; | 
Muſt goe and ſeek new fortunes, whilſt 5 another | 
| Shall weild the ſcepter. This were ſuch a day 
He'd ſpend anage to ſece'c, But the delay pj « 
Is irkeſome to his fancy:; Yet that thought | 


| - y- Etbeodles, 4 Called Atlautzades from his grandfire Atlas, King of 
IP Arcadis, 4 Not daring openly ro appear there in his brothers year. 
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* And Sol, tir'd out with's laſt perambulation, 
' VVas gone to bed. The ſilent world does view 
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Is quell'd, remembring how he ſhall be brought ; 
With pompe to th* Diadem;; and fit on high, 
To laugh at's wandring brothers miſery. 
Thus various paſſions do his ſoule annoy, 
And over-greedy wiſhes ſpend his joy. 
But now he ſettles his undaunted pace 
To c Innachus his City's, and the place ( hide 
VVhere 4d Dana reign'd ; To e Mycene,which would 
Her black deeds from' the ſtartling Sun « His guide 
VVas rage, of chance, or deſtiny, He flics 
By the f Ogygian caves, where frantick cryes 
Of the mad Prieſts are eccho'd : where the fields 
Fatned with g ſacred bloud more plenty yields. 
Then paſs'd he by þ Ciherons gentle plaine, 
VVhere the high mount ſtoops downe to kifſe the Maine, 
Next climbs he 5 Scyrons dangerous craggy rocks : 
And ſees, where k, Ni/z with his purple locks 
Once reign'd. Then leaves he quiet Corinth, where 
Two neighbour 7 ſeas made mulick in his eare, 
By this time had the Moon begun her ſtation, 


Her Ayery charriot, pearld with drops of dew. 

No beaſts doe roare,no birds doe chatter, ſleep 

Or'e mans defires, and carefull thoughts does creep : 
And nodding through the aire, brings downe in haſt, 
A ſweet forgetfulneſle of labour pait. 


c Firſt King of the Argives, whence they are called Inachide, d Who | 
expelling King Sthenelus governed Argos, & Where Atreus frighted 

Thyeſtes with a banquet of his own children. Ar which fight the Sun 
fled backward. f In which Bacchus's Prieſteſſes performed their 
howling ſacrifices. g Of the Bacchz which lance themſelves. þ A 
Beotian mountaine deyoted to Bacchus, on whofe ſmooth rop was 2 
long continued plaine. #5 A famous thiefe, who threw the paſſengers 
he had rob'd, from this place, headlong into the ſea.' k The Ciry 
Megara where Scylla cur off her fathers farall haire. | The Iſthmos where 
Corquh ſtands is berween the Tonian and &E gean Seas, 
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Bar che gray skie promis'd no glotious bearties *: of 


From th' morning ſun : The duskie Twilight ſeemes 

To pur out day too ſoone, and keeps no lighr - 

Refieted from the abſent ſun : Grim night 

Ariſing thicker from the earth, does cloud 

Heavens glittering fires. Whillt the windes aloud 

Knock at th* »z e/£olian barrs, and rudely force 

A paſlage from their priſons. Straight the hoarſe 

| And hollow throat of winter comes on, ſcolding : 

The winds fall our among themſelves ; Each holding 
Heav'n by a proper title, for his owne ; 

Till Poles ate rent, and th Axle's overthrown. 

But the prevailing Southern blaſt has giv'n 

| Moſt clouds to th' worke, and chiefly mantles heav'n : 
Opening a thouſand ſpouts ; whoſe drops are ſtay'd 

| By th' dry cold Northern breath, and haile are made. 

Nay heav*ns artillery comes in ; the Thunder 

And ſubtile lightning, tear the clouds aſunder, 

By this time » Nemea, and the © hills that ſcatter 
About th' eLrradian groves, are drench'd with water. 

Old p Tnachs with nimbler floods does roare, 

Cold q Erafmes more ative then before. 

In ſandy channels, where men walk'd but now, 

In ſpight of damms, huge ſtreames doe overflow. 

You'd think that » Lerna's poysnous, troubled lake, 
Sweld with new venome, Every wood does cracke: 

The trees let fall their armes : And heav'n beholds 

What it ne're ſaw before, s Lycean folds. 

. Our frighted travailer's amaz'd to ſee 

The ſtones drep from the craggy clifrs : But he 

m &Eolia is a part ef 'Afia minor z where @&£ elus king ofthe windes 
kept Court, n A-wooddy country, near the city Cleons, where Hcrat- 
les ſlew the famous Lyon. 9 Five in number ; viz. Cyllenus, Lyc&us, 
Lycormss, Argoleon , an4 Mavalus, þ Named from the firſt Argive 
king. 9 Ariffag inthe Nor.h, r The poole where Herades killed the 
ſerpent Hydra, s In which thades Pan kept his ſummer Court of re- 
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465 Lights him this channel ; troubled reaſon leaves 


470 Rouſing with's truſty ſpearthe beaſts thar lie 


. 485 Nobly deſcended; challenging from heav'n 
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The ſtones.drop from the cragey clifts : But he/- 
Startles'at harſher muſick, whilſt each mountain 
In dreadful} Cztarafts powres down a fountain 

-.- Ofcloud-begotten waters ; which orethrow 

460 Both folds and cottages of ſhepheards too. 
Benighted thus,and mad at this diſaſter, 
He gropes on : Fear and's brother, ſpur him faſter, 
So when a ſtorme has caught the mariner | 
In raging ſeas, when neither Moon, nor ſtar, 


His ſoul to th angry heav'ns;/fand boiſtrous waves * 
Now fears he treacherous ſholes ; now thinkes he knocks 
His reeling ſhip againſt the foming rocks. 

Thus through the woods does Polymeesflic ; 


In their wild manſions : His ſtout breſt does tear 
A way through thickets: now grown bold with fear, 
Till from £Larifz's top, ke ſpies a light, 
.* (t Lariſ# a towerof Argos) conquering night, 
475 Through all the winding { cs, to chicks plics 
With all his power. O'th left hand, he deſcries 
und's u Proſymna. On the right, he ſees 
e lake of Lerna drain'd by w Hercwles, © 
Arlength he enters th* open gates, and ſtraighc 
4£0 Beholds the x Palace, in whoſe porch he mighc 
Repoſe his ſtiffened limbes : Here reſts his head, 
And ſleep's invited to ſo hard a bed. 
Adraſtus then was King ; whoſe quiet fate 
Had ſpun his years beyond a middle date: 


In both his y parents. Yet the gods had giV'n || 
8 For there was a Theſſalian Ciry of that name, which named Achilles | 
Lariſſeus. u Where ſtood Funo's Temple. -w ''This lake was dried 
'up by Hercules, burning the ſpungy ground about it: - The name of 
Hydra being fetch'd & T8 T8 US Te. x Where Adraſtua kept Court. 
3 Son to Tali the grandchild of Fupiter, and Exmpuome daughter to 
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"No male ſucceſſpur to him : All his hope ..;.. + | 
Reſts in two ;4,. daughters, which mult underprop | 
His throne, Apele, once being ask'd about um, 
Reply'd : (you'dthink the god had meant to floutum) 496 
(But time diſcovers Truth)Theic choſen love, - 1 
A briſtled Hog, and Lion fierce, ſhall prove...;, | 
' This riddle could't not thou, grave Sireuntwilt, 
Not thou a Oiclides, great Apelo's Priclt. 
The god forbad it; Only care poſleſt, 493 
And gnaw'd,upon their Fathers doubtfull brelt. 

Ast happen'd: 6 Tydews at that inſtant, leaving 
His native C4/34onia ; (Horrour geaving | 
Faſt to kis guilty ſoul, for's 5 brothers blood | | 
Tth' dead of night,trac'd the ame deſert wood, 506 


And felt that ſtorm of Ice, and haile ; till raine 

Had waſh'd his face ; and thaw'd his back again. _ 

Then chances on that ſhelter, where before 

T'other had ftretch'd his limbs -upon the floore. £ 

Here chance preſents a bloody rage. The weather . 505 | 

Can't make one-roofe {hroud both their heads rogether. | 

Their tongues beat the preparative, till both : 

Swoln big with zoger, riſe : And krft they *uncloath | 

And (trip their ty naked ; next they dare 

{ Each other (Champion-like) t'a ſingle war. J10 | 

The Thebawne was the taller, and had told | 

Moſt ſuns p'rh' two-: yet Tydeus was as bold, | 

And cqual'd him in's courage ; Give him's-merit, 

| Ina leflſe roome there raign'd a greater {pirit. | 
By this time they: were faln to cuffes : the blows viel 

| Like d Scythian haile,or darts an Army throws, | 

| Flie thick abony. their ears: Nor do they Lick 


& Deipbile, and 4rgis. 4 Ampbiarazs Oicles's ſon, b, The fon of 
| OEnca raigning over Caldon, Vieurgs and Olenos, Cities of a/E 10/4. 
£ Menalippus.,. whom. unawares be: bad flaine , as be was hunting. 
«Ribera the. moſt Northera, mount, of Sqtbia is famous for theie 
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EA Ciry of Eth, theer which the Olyiipick games were celebrated - 
ml hp: No yoirgm Were dou. | 
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With buckled hammes their empty guts to kick; 
So when th* Qlympick games retarne again. .. 
At five years end t9 ove, on +& Piſa's plain, * > 
The dult is laid with falling drops of ſweat, - .-. 
And the ipeRtators differing votes. do whet 

The ſtriplings valouc ; whillt the'f Matrons barr'd. 
From entrance, ftand expecting their .g reward: 
Thus quickned:by their rage, they\tight:chis duell,: 
(For *cwas not praiſe.they look'd for)whil& their cruell = 
Hook'd fingers,claw their faces: Each mancryes 
How he can beit tear out his fellows eyes. 

Perhaps their angry {words:too had been drawn, 
Which they had girt abour them ; where thy bane, 
Unhappy Thebane, had been better wrought 
By a ſtrangers hand : Bur that Adraſts thought 

He heard ſome deep-fetch'd grones, and outcryes paſley 
T'th dead o'ch night, which call'd him to the place : 
Whoſe hoary head, fince care and age did cumber, 
He could notfreely harbour quiet flamber,  _ - 
Thus, when by torch light he was'brought in ftare - 
Down, through the Courts,and had unbar'd the gate; 
He ſpies ſtrange faces there : ſcratche mangled cheaks, 


Which dropt large ſhowers of blood:Wirk that he breaks 


To theſe expreſfions ; What inflames your angers 

To theſe unavil broyles, young fiery ftxangers? 

None of my ſubjects duct profume I'me fare, 

To breake the peace thus radely, Why does your 
Unbounded rage dilturbe the filentimight } | - 

Is the whole day too ſhort ? Or d'ce delight 
To baniſh peace, and reſt ? Speak : whence Cee come ? 
Or whither go ye ? why ſo quarrelſome 2? _ 

Your rage ſay's y'are not baſe t A noble houſe 


every fifth year to the honour of Fuph&@, f 
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605 


580 When firſt you quarreld : Love perhaps may cteep' | 
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Through theſe:rough paths;8 then you may with ter” 

Lies. theſe + rom ens vas = y 
How truly did this reverend King foretell 

Their fortunes ! when this ſtorm was o're, they fell 

In ſuch a league, as made another q paire; 

And might with.7heſt«s and his » friend compare, 

In their long progreſſe : Or with s Pylad's ſtand 

Who freed Oreſtes from CMegera's hand. 

Their wounded minds were heal'd now, with the balme 

Dropt frem eAdraftac lips : Like as a calme 

Quiets the troubled waves,when th' ſtorm is over, 

And the laſt blaſt expiring now, does hover 

About the ſailes. Straight into th* Court they paſſe ; 

Where the good King bcholds the comely grace 

Of their attire, and armes : He ſpies the skin 

Of ſome great bearded Lion / fare, of kin 

To that young * Hercules in Tempe ſlew : 

# Tenmeſſizn Tempe, long before he knew 

The w Cleoneax monſter ) hang about 

The Thebanes ſhoulders : whilſt a briſtled, Rout, 

And tusked boar, of x (alydenian kind, 

Had parted with his coat, which ſpred behind 

Tydexs his back : The aged Prince, poſſeſt 

With ſtrange amazement at the ſight, confeſt” 

Apollo's ſacred truth, remembring then 

What Oracles he heard, i'th y ſpeaking Den. 


9 The four paire of friends are famous : Theſexs and Perithos, Pylades Þ 
and Oreftes, Patroclus and Achilles, T'ydews and Polyuices. r Perithous, | 
accompanied by his friend to hell in ſearch of Proſcrpine, s Orcftes 
haunted by the Furies for Clytemneftra's murther was freed by Pylader's 
adyice. . t Hercules whilſt a child flew a Lion neer Tcumeſſus, whoſe Þ 

he alwaycs uſed as a mantle. u' For there is another Tempe in 
Theſſalia, this in Baotia. w Afterwards one of his twelve labours. Þ 
x Famous formerly for the great boare Diana ſent. y Where the F 


Tripos was 
C3 This | 


is ſpeAtacle confounds him: Joy does thrilf / 
O'ch' gods, that broughtthem hicher : Now he' ſees, L | 
it they were, the riddling god did pteuſe © 610) 64 
To point our for his ſons-in-law +rhen raiſes” | 
His hands to heav'n; and chants theſe ſolemn praiſes, | 
Thou aged power ofiNighty which doit imbrace | 
ecares of heav'n, arid'eartly; whiltevery place ; 


Tclv sky, is ſpangled'by thyhand.; Repairing "7 6x5} 
Our wearied narnrcs, *gainſt rhe Suns appearing : 11 
'&4 darkneſle is my guide ; through the thick-riſt - 
Of perplex*derrour: Thou doe belt untwiſt | 
Thy threds of foretold deſtiny, Go'on : J S11A | 
Perfect; great Queen, the work rthomhaſt begun, \. 620 
This Court ſhall pay a yeatly facrifice - | | 
To thy great Deity : Onthy altar dyes ' 
Two faire, z black heifers; whoſe 4 fat guts ſhall foake 
I'th' neweſt þ milke, and make thy Temples ſmoake. BE 
Haile faithfull c 77r5por, and ye cloſe aboads * 625 | 6 
Of the dark Oracle. I've found the-gods. | & 
This ſaidghe graſps their hands, and guides them right | 
To th' farther court : Where tly. Altars fit} took'd who 
With their late 4 fires; I'th aſhes yet there famed! P 
Some ſparkes alive, with fragments anconſutned. ' © 630 | 6 
He bids them bring new fewell, and prepare” | | 
A ſecond offering, His ſervants heare | 1 
With rev'rence and obey him : All che Coutre-- - - | 
Rings with their diligence : One goes to ſort E 
New broydred coverings for the beds, and cally "G35 | 6 
For richer tapeſtry ro hang the walls. | | | 
Another {cours the pots. Qae puts out night, 


The colour making them proper for the night. Macr. 4s Having, 

fhur up five I? whence they /were calted Laiſtralig. b With 
which they uſcd to ſprinkle the inferuall ſacrifices, aud thoſe —__ 
the Dii minores. 6 The place where the Pythia late, when ſhe prophes. 
fied, 4 Having ſacrificed the day before to Apollo, 


And 
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And fils the branched candleſticks with light? -- -__ bw 
Some play the'Cooks, and ſpit-the joynts of meat ; 3 
3 | 640) Others make paſte, when they have ground their wheat: - © 
- Adraſtus joys to ſte thern ; putting of i 
| His richeſt robes, and mounts his Ivory throne. - - 
Of th' other fide, the ſtrangers tooke their places, Ly 
; (Their wounds being waſtyd)and view'd each others faces; + 
| 645 Then tooke acquaintance. Th aged King ſoon after 
"| Sends for eſceſtes (ſhe had nutit his daughters, 
| And had their virgin chaſtity in care 
| Till e Hymenaskd fort) whiſpering her i'th care. 
: Who ſoon petceiv'd his mind : And forthwirh-came 
)| 650 Her double charge, (you'd think'their ſhape the farne * 
Which armed Pals and Diaia wore; 7 
2 But with lefle terxour } fromtheir chamber dore. 
| Soon as their looks were on the ſtrangers figr, ii: - 
A bluſhing red, and paler white were mize © -/ - 
| & Within their comely cheeks ; their eyes did rove-” 
| 955 A glance, pr two, but-duty check'd their love; 
: When the laſt courſe o'th feaſt, was ſerved ap; - 
' Adraſi us cals for's graven guilded cup, q v0 
i" Which f Danawand f Phoroxexs us'd of old: 
| 665 Infaerifice:'T had maty ſtamps i*th*.gold. 
| On th' one ſide g winged Perſbhs fers upon, 
| And kils the ſnake-hair'd Gorge, which being done 
He ſeems to mount il aite ; Bur ſhe lers falt' 
| Her ghaſtly eyes ; andgthough in gold, looks pale. 
| 665: Necr her, takes þ\Gaymede hisglorions po. 
| ' And leaves the hils behind ; Troy's out of ſight :: 
| His fellow-huntſiren fadly looke abour, 


| e At whoſe Altars they uſe to be preſented ſpotleſſe on their marriage | 
| day by a matron. f Two former -kings of the Argives. e Hewas }F 
| {4id to flye to the Gorgons execution, becauſe he was the firſ that uſed 
4 ſhip with failes. þ Tros his fon , beloved of Faſter, and moun- 
red to heaveti or art Eagles back, where he was made the gods cup- 


* 
4- 
64 Fell 
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And's dogs in vain do barke at every cloud; -- | - ' 
This cup wascrown'd with wine : Whillt all the gods 


The ſervants crown'd with ; chaſt unſpotted baies 
'Chant at Phob's ſhrine their Chorall Hymnes of praiſe. 
This day's bis Feſtivall : The fire ne're falrers, 
' But fed with incenſe ſhines on's ſmoaking Aitars, 
' Then ſais the King; Perhaps my noble gueſts, 
' You'd aske what cauſe begat. theſe ſolemn feaſts 5 
| Or why, *mongſt all the gods, w'adore Apolto.. 

Ic is no vain religion which foes hallow..*_  .. 
This time : The 4-gives long fince groaning under 
A curſe began it - Matke,and hear the wonder, 

After the god had pierc'd the ſpeckled skin 

Of th' earth-begotten k, Python, folding in 
- Delphes with's numerous circles, wearing out | . 
With's taile the well-grown oakes.; whilſt ſpread about 
The ſprings of Helicen, his forked tongue | 
Lick's poyſon from the cryſtall ſtreames ; Twas long 
E're many darts diſpatch'd him; ſpreading over 
The Phocian plains his yet-twin'd bulke did cover 
A hundred acres, Then the god reſorts 
(To cleanſe the / guilt of bloud) to th* humble courts 
Of our ms Cretepus, whoſe young n —_— eye 
Rul'd o're hjs houſe ; In her,ſweet modeſty, 
And beauty ſtrove for conqueſt: Happy maid, 


For on the bankes of N.emes, giving way 

To th* ſportfull god, ſhe rhere conceiv'd a boy : 
And after ten moons wanes, brought forth her ſon, 
Latond's royall grand-childe. But anon 


# Retaining till Depbnes temper. k& Said tq be born of the earthy 
and ſlaine by Apollo, becauſe the ſun dries up thoſe vapours which are 
exhaled from rhe moiſt ground, ! Nothing ſtaind with bloud, before 

iarion made, might þe admitted to the courr of- heaven, # Once 


caring 


By courſe were call'd on : Bat Zhe#' got the ods, 2670 
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Could ſhee Apple's cloſe deſires avoid. £74 


king of che Argives. n Pſamate beloved of, andraviſh'd by Apol{y. . 
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Fearing her Fathers vengeance (for he knew |. 
Nothing of thoſe imbraces) ſhe withdrew - ' + ++ 
To deſert walkes:'Where ſhe mp (for fear) 
Her infant *moneſt the folds t'a [ſhepherds care.; 
Sweet babe ! ſuch entertainments don't become - 


The ſtock thou ſpringſt of : Earth prepares thy raom : 


Garniſh'd with flowry beds, and thatch'd above: 
With oaken leaves cloſe woven ; whillt the grove. - 
Lends bark to make thy garments ; gentle ſleep 


Ts whiſtled on.; Thou battleſt with the ſheep. 


Yet Fate thought/this too good a place for him, 


For deep-mouth'd bloud-hounds torehim limb from limif 


And feaſted on his members, which were ſpread 
Upon the graſſe, where he with aire was fed. 
This newes no ſooner ltrook his mothers carc, 
But ſhe forgot both father, ſhame; and fear - 
She fils the Court with ontcries, and uncovers 
Her naked breſts ; Then the whole truth diſcovers: . 
To the hard hearted King ; who publiſheth 
The ſentence which ſhe hop'd for, preſent death. 
Could Phat forget his joyes thus 2But too late ' 
He plots her juſt revenge, and does create red 
A monſter, hell would owne ; conceiv'd between - * 
The coupling Furies : In whoſe ſhape was ſeen 
A virgins face and breſt, but from her crown, 
A ſnake, that hiſs'd eternally, hangs down, 
And parts her cloudy brow : This Impe does creep 
To their cloſe-chambers ſecretly when fleep 
Sits heavy on them ; tearing infants from 
The breaſt that ſuckle them ; devouring ſome - 
With rav'nous jaws, ' before their Parents eyes, 
And fats herſelf with publike miſcries. 
But C-ored's $kilfull valour could not brook 
This plague without revenge : Who ſtraight betook 
Himſelf ro's choſen band of friends, whoſe ſouls, 
Priz'd credit more then life, The Monſter rouls - 
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2 both ſides of her himg a babe,whoſ& hearts - - 

teak'd with her claws, which fearch their vitall parts ; 

Jur Champion here ſets on her, guarded round 

Vich all his craine 4 His ſword ſt:iks-intoth* wound: 

made incher black breſt ; and hnary her ſoule 

hrough all her limbs; xill kell receives her foule 

efported carcefſe : "Twas a joy to come f 

ad ſee her ghaſtly lookes, and panch that wombe 

1 whick/ffrad cram'd onr fucklings ; To behold 

er venom'd breft : Amazement { us cold: 

id theſe extreames of joy turn pale again. 

ome thraſh'd her ſenſlefſe limbs, ſecking in vain 

his ſolace for their griefs': Others brought trees 

o daſh her teerh our: rage their power out-vies. 

e rav' nous *krieking birds few from theſe grounds, 

hough lnngerbitcen, when as deep-mouth'd hounds, 

nd chap-faln wolves, gaping at diſtance ſtood, 

preedy of prey, yet durſt not take fuch food. 
Inrag'd' Apollo ſets ah edge on's ſpleen 

ns diſappointed: Sitting then between 

arnaſſus double top, he armes his bow 

ith poyſan'd arrows ; Whilſt the fields below, 

d all the Grecian houſes ſeem'd to flame, 


cet ſouls of all fides dropr : Death'p cur the thred 
df Fate, and captive townes in triumph led. 

But when the Oracle was ſought co, why 

ach flames and dire 5 'Afpetts poſt the sky : 

he ſame Power bids, tlicir lives ſhould pay to hell 
facrifice, by whom his monſter fell, 

Couragious ſoul 1 deſerving when thart dead 
laſtingname : Thou did(t nor hide thy head 


» ſo generdly hurtfull. 


ore death beforwher ſtill ; and then ſhe ſtood | 
Where two wayespirtrd; ſmcard with infants blood ; 


hrough the thick clouds, which hung about the ſame. 


Not brokt it off, azin common deftifiies. q Asthat of the dog- 
Throusk 
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Through baſe degerierous fear ; nor trembledfiwhon'-- i 
570 Thou metſt grim death to'rh*fare\ Thus Corabe then . ' i 
With an undaunted looke, Ratids at the dore / © 
| Ofthe gods Temple, andinrageth'more - if 
[ The divike breſt;thus ſpeaking; I'me not ſent, of 
r Pheb, to thy ſhrine ;nor come T to relent, M | 
F | 775 Andbegthy pardon : * rwas mine own free ſpirit 
And care to th' publike, brought me : Twas my merit 
 ; , That tam'd thy vengeanee, god, tis me th' halt fonghr 
With clouded foggy dayes, and peltflence broughe 
From heav'n unjultly, Bur if gods delight 
730 So much in monſters, and regard ſo flight 
| The loſſe o'th* wo?Id;and death of men :if heav'y 
Be ſo unkind ; How have the Grecian fiv'a 
Juſt cauſe of anger ? May not I ſuffice 
(Great Power ) to be the Farts juſt ſacrifice ? 
785 Ordoes thy gentle heart declare moteipiry 
When it depopulates'4 well-fill'd City» - | 
When the fields ſhine with bontires; which are ade 
| Of plowmensbones 7 But why ſhonld I diffivade 
| Or ſtop thy ſtriking hand ? The marrons;vow - 
| 990 Powr'd out long firxeattends me. Tis moughr 
| I have deſerv'd that 3 ftroake, that (half not (pare met 
| But draw thy well ſtrung bow : Let th arrows tear me, 
| Send a triumphing fonl ro th grave« Bur then * 
Drive that black cloud away, that blaſty our tient 4 + 
795 So that I die, be farisfied : Tis juſt - ': : 
To puniſh 6nely rhoſe who break their truſt, 
| Phad': rage gave back at this, 2nd 'grafits # doone | 
| More then was ask'& ; Blk life : The rempeſt ſoane'/ | 
| Blew from our heav'n 3 whilſt Chorebe-is intreared | 


| 
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' 
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| 4 800 To leave the ſtartled god. This cauſe created 

| Theſe ſolemn feafts, which. yearly we renew | 
T'appeale the godgwhole Altars now ye view. | 
r Calted Thywhram,from a place nece Troy, where he wis worſhipped. 
# Proyoking it by thelcaffronts. = | | 


* Butwhatblood fils your veines, my Friends ? Afthough 
fame deſerves beliefe). r Tydews does owe. 


Parthaens ancient ſcepter. But what fame _ --; 


Since *tis a time to talke/in, nothing ſmother. \-.” 
The noble #+ Thebane now with down-caſt eyes 
Swolne big with grief, now with ſide-glances ſpies 
T yde es his wounds ; then breakes his ſilence thus : 
Before theſe Alcars here, it firs not us 

o mingle ſuch diſcourſes : What I am, 
How ſtock'd, what bloud, the country whence I came, 

ill blaſt your ſacrifice : yet if yee'r bent 

o know my wretched fortunes ; My deſcent 
Came from my grand-ſire w Cadm ; T hebes, the joy 
Of x Mars, my Conntry ; I Focafts's boy. 

nd now Adr«ftus ſtartled with his gueſt | 
Diſcover'd thus, ſaies, why d'ec hide the reſt > 
'Tis known already : Fame does take her riſe 
Not ſo remote from Argos. He that lies 
Uader the North pole, chatt'cing : He that drinks 
JI'ch' Ind;as Ganges ; He i'th' Well, that thinks | 
0 trace the ſun to bed, and thoſe that ſaile 
monegſt the Africk ſhoals have learn'd the tale 
Df Thebes beſet with Furies ; and thoſe eyes 

ich (brunk from their own guile : Let this ſuffice 

To thy complaints ; and ſeore not up their ſin 
On thine own head; Such (taines may be of kin 
To us from our -y forefathers : Bac that blot 
Don't prejudice their off-ſpriag. Equall nog 
Their vices ; but endeavour by thy merit 


r Son to OEneus King of Calydonix. ® g/Etolis where now raign'd 
ret, Tydews's unkle. u Named her from Tſmenos a Thebane river. 
V'odeſtly for ſhame concealing his fathers name. x Either from 
Queen Hermione Mars's daughter, or for the Gyants ſpringing from th6 
ragons teeth, both being the'delight of Mars, y As from ar 
Oo 


His birth to Calydoniz, and may claim lets: 2aj'V7 


Brought you to: Argos? Tell me, who's this other 2" ;' EAT 
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To purge their guile : Them, not their faults inherit. 

But now z Charls-waine declines, and the chill « fire 

Does diſappear : with freſh cups feed the fire : 

Chant out Apol/lo's hymnes ; repeat his praiſe, | 

Our guardian ſtill from our « forefathers dayes. '- 
Great Father Phab*, whether the ſhowy tops 


Of pure c Cuſtalian dew do bath thy hairs, 

Thy golden haire : Or whether Troy does weare 

Thy @ name and preſence ; where thou didſt ſnbmic 

Thy ſelf to-labours for thy ſelfe unfit,” - = 

And ſerv'd{t the e Maſon willingly; or tir'd 

With ſeeking floating f Delos, if deſir'd 

Cynthus, Latoxna's welcome mount,doecs pleaſe : 

Cynthus, whoſe top ſhades the e/E£gear ſeas : 

The Quiver's thine,and bow ſtiffe-bent, to quell 

Thy daring foes : g.Eternall youth docs dwell 

Upon thy cheeks : Thou canſt foretell the doome 

Of th' unjult Fates,and know'ſt what is ro come: 

Knowlt what decrees Fove means to paſle ; doelt ſhew 

What plagues or wars ſhall raigne ; what overthrow 

Of crowns h heav'n points at : 'Twas thy harpe ſubdu'd 

The 5 Phrygian minitrell. Thou did'ſ drag the rude 

Earths offſpring k, Tiri#s downe to hell, and take 

Juft vengeance for thy mother: Thou doſt ſhake 

Envenom'd Pjthen with thy lookes ; and quaile | 

$ Two Northern ſignes, viz. Septentrio and Opiochus,which 3t the firlt If 

appearance of the morne, burne dim. 4 As when ApoKio taught Thye- I} 
es after Atrexs his wickedneſle,to marry his own daughter Pelopei4,om | 

whom he begat @/£giſthus, who reveng'd his father by Agenemnous Wl 

death. b A Lycian City. dedicated to Apollo, c Apollo enamourd of i 

Caſtalia , who threw herſelf into a fountain, uſed ro dip his locks in the WW 

waters, 4 That of Thymbr.zus. e When he and Nepryr vere hired 

to build the wa's of Troy by Laomedon. f When Delos could not be 

found by Latona,Cynthus the higheft mountaine diſcovered ir ſelf,where I 

ſhe brought forth Apello and Diens. g The ſun ncyer grows old. 

By Comets, i Marfas who challeng'd Apollo. k Secking to inforce Wh 
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The T hehaxe 1 dame, with th eriumphant pony "as 
- Wrinckled Adeger4.is thy Midiſter 6 | 
' Tormenti og 2 Phlegens who does fear © [1A 
The pany, Fr z he proffers mear 
To's copy pnechs bur he loathesto cat. 

Great (God be __ thiake upon the place B65 
That » entertaig'd they ſhow a {miling face | 
- To Juno's land ; whether thou pleaſe to chooſe 
Faire T it4xs name, Whichth' o Arhomeniars ule ; | 
| Orif p Of&'s title take the more, | 
' Whom «/£gypr makes the Author, of her ſtores 870 
Or, as the Perſons in their caves below, . 
9 Mura, which drawesby oh* hozacy a ubborn Gow. | 


I Niobc, coin with Dina, was d ied by Apalo of all her chil- 
dren. m Who burning the remp.e of poll, was placed in hgll under 
2 huge ſtone; whoſe downfall was daily threarned, and he fed there by i 
es x |n-Crotopme's time. 0 Theſe were part of Perſia, nained from j 


their King fchemencs. þ Worthipped under that uame by the @© gyp- 
8a. q The Perfugu ot d the fun (oped in a Cave , bythe 
name of X{itrs, in the ſhape me a Lion with a "Tiara on his bead, bald- 
ing by the hornes a ftru ing Cow, recdeming the Moon, which la- 
boursto avoid þ him, 


Finis Lib. T. Statii Thebaid, 
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Hermes returnes with Taius's Ghoſt, which ſteales 
Tireſias's ſhape, and in a dreame reveales | 
To th' Tyrant, ſoves decree. Adraſtus gives 
Argia azd Deiphile,for wives :} w 
To Polynice aud Tydeus : They are married 
With prod:gies, becauſe Argia carried " 
Hermiones cha/me. The Thebane Prince defires | 
His Crowne ; which Tydeus in'his name requires. 
Denied by th* King, he war deponnceth ; then | 
Returnes by Sphinx her rock , where fifty men | 
Way -lay him ; they're ſubdued : He ſends ths ftory | 
By Mzon back, and fings Minerva's glory. ' - 


Returns from hell ; thick clouds oppoſe his pallage, 
And troubled aire infolds him ; Ne*re a blaſt e=t3 4 
To drive't away ; but ſtinking fogges are cat 

Our of the ſilent region : Then appear Y 

The ſpreading floods of S:xx, and flames of fire, | 

Belch'd our of ſulph'rous [treams,which choak tho way. - 
Behind crawles Laias trembling, whoſe delay X 

His wound might yet excuſe ; for in his ſide 

His ſons raſh {word funke, hilrs and all ; He try'd 

The onſet of the. a Furies ; yet he creeps, | 
And b Hermes powerfull wand doth guide his ſteps. - 
The barren groves were ſtartled, and thoſe coafts li 


| 

' 
: 

x 
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The Earth herſelfe's amaz'd, to ſee her womb 
Lye open back again ; nay there were fome _. 
In their cold, ſenſlefle Urnes,whoſe wither'd brows 
Spoke envy : One amoneglt the reſt; whoſe vows * 
Were ſtill unlucky, and (which wrought his bane) 
Heavy ns grief his joy, heav'ns joy his grief began; 
Saics, Go and proſper whatſoe're deſigne 
| Thou'rt call'd for, whether ove did ſo injoyne ; 
Dr uncontro'd Erimys by thee ſent 
Greeting toth* day ; Or ſome c Enchantreſſ ſpent 
Her charmes upon'thy Tombe. Thou ſhalc have ſight 
Ofthe freſh aire, and the forgotten light 
O*k' ſan; rhou'lt tread upon the ſpringing graſle, 
And hear the warbling Rivers, as they paſle 
From their clear fountaines. Yet at laſt with pain,: , 
{ Look to return to theſe black ſhades again. 
No ſooner {erb'r:« ſpics them, from the dark 
Cell, where he lay, bur he begins to bark 
With all his mouthes at once : The cur docs grin 
Ar ſuch ſtrange ghoſts as ſeek to enter in ; 
But now he ſwels his briſtled neck, inraged, 
And would have torne them piece-meal ; But aſfwaged 
By the gods powerfull Scepter, down he lies, 
And treble ſleep tames his 4 three paire of eyes. 
There is a place, which the old Grecians fai 
Was e Tenarus, where foaming Malea's head, 
Which ſeamen tremble at, towrs to the sky's, 
Till it hath quite loſt the beholders eyes. 
The lofty top's ſtill faire, and does diſdain 
| Ttr inferiour power of wind, or force of rain ; 


. \* 
' £ Thele were wont to counterfait 


| Hercules had a Temple in a cave, which Poers im 


Where the dark ſhades were fill'd with crembling Ghoſts; 


. 
: 


 Burthetir'd reſt on jt ; and the wind 5 
- When out or Tdy hops then<- new lungs fo 7M, 

| a phrenſy before their incanrations. 
' 4 Anſwering to his three beads. 6 A Lacontan promontory, where 
zine the paſſage 


I3 * 


There ye may trace the lightning ; and the ranks 
And ſhapes o'th' clouds are moulded on thoſe banks. 
The ſoaring Lark could never raiſe her flight 

50 So high, nor thunder could this Mountain fright. 
But when the day grows old, the ſhade does flee, 


(Strange bounds are theſe)toth' midſt o'th'neighbour Sea, 


There T enarus crooks his broken ſhoars, as though 
His coward banks gave backward from the rough 
55 And boiſtrous waves: Here Neptwne lands his ſteady 
Tir'd in th' fe/Egean Sca, whole g forc-hoot treads 
The ſands, bur ſpread to a fiſhes tail behind, 
From hence, as men report, the pale Ghoſts find 
A by-way path , through which due Cuſtome's reard 
6O By death, to PInto's Court : Here may be heard 
Strange ſhrecks and groans, ( if any truth be found 
In the Arcadian Plow-men ) all the ground 
Rings with a helliſh noiſe : Sometimes a {troak, 
Sometimes a word which the laſt Fury ſpoak, 
&5 Sounds till high-noon : Ir frights the Country-boare 
Our of the fields, to hear b Deaths Porter roarc. 

Here Herme;, with a Stygian fog ſurrounded, 
Springs into th'ayre, The clouds, which late abounded, 
Break with his Glory : His warm breathing makes 

79 Fair weather round about him. Thence he takes 
His circuit by 5 e--fnrwus, mounting then 
Through Phebes k (ilent Orbe, ore lands and men, 
Sleep meets him with Nights chariot, and does riſe 
With reverence, and ſtraight departs the skies. 
55 Lain bencath him hovers, and does view < 
The ſtars he's / robb'd of, whence his ms ſoul he drew, 
g Named ſo from gem, fortto Neprutie. f The deſcription of the 


Scz=horſe. þ Three-headed Cerberus. i The Northern Star, whicli 
Climate was choſen by Mcrcury, becauſe the moſt windy and moſt ad- 


yantageous for his flight. -k She being Nights Miſtris. 1 By dying -Fl 


unnaturally on his ſons {word, m Either becauſe of the Nobility of 
his Progenitors, oc from the Stoicks opinion, who fetch the Souls of 
mea from the Stars, 
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d now to = Cyrrha's craggy top was come, 

hence he ſpics Phoc#, Nained with his tombe. 

At laſt he reaches Thebes ; there ſighs out tears 

cer his ſons threſhold : Yet at firſt forbears 2g 
Co paſſe thoſe wel-known dores. But when he ſpies 

Thoſe ſtately roofs, whoſe beauteous tops did riſe 

On pillars he had laid, and ſaw thoſe o wheels 

Stain'd yet with bloud ; troubled, he backward recls : 

The Thund'rers high command, the charming force $5. 
Df the p Arcadian rod, ſcarce ſtopp'd kis courſe, 

Ast chanc'd roo, *twas a ſolemn q Day, which heav'n 
ark'd out with x thunder ; when young Bacchee, giv'n 

0's Fathers thigh, found a too early birth. 

From Semele : This caus'd the Tyrants mirth 90" 
o baniſh that night ; but ſpread abroad 

rough houſe and ground, belch'd out the purſie God 
Amongſt their Crowns and empty Cups, till day 

Did part them : There ye might have beard them play 
On their loud Pipes, and Trumpets, which o'recome '95 
In their ſhrill naiſe the ratling of the Drum. 

And glad «i Citherontic'd the women out, 

Inflam'd now, net. « inrag'd, to dance about 

His un-trod thickets.  So-the w Thracians ſpread 

Bankets to their raſh troups, o'th' ſnowy head 100 
Of Rheaope, or Dale of x Ofſa':: where 


The Boorian mountain which over-looked Phoci, where he was 
ſlain. 0 Ofthe Chatior in which be was ſlain. p Mercuries Cadu- 
cexs, given him by Apollo in Arcadia, afrer the Oxen were ftoln. 
q Called Bacchus his firſt Birth-day. x Semele deſiring to ſee Fore in 
his Majeſty, was thunder -ſtrook, yer the God pitying ber Babe, nat 
ripe for nativity, took bim from ber womb, and nouriſhed him in his 
thigh. f Bacchus to whom that day was dedicate. 3: A Beorian 
mountain dedicated to Baichus, u o& once, when Agave” tore her 
| ſon Pcitheus piece=meal 3" hence our Pet 'calls Bacchws now, Their 
| moregentle God, w Named here from! Biſton a Thracian King 3 
| they uſed to feaſt upon” their moututains. * '* A mountain between 
| Thrace and Theſſaly, which in the middle inclofeth a famous Valley. 


#:: The panting limbs of beaſts;'which they did tear | 
From Lions jaws, and bloud with-milk altaid 
' Proves a rich Feaſt : but if their ſenſe beiſtaid” 
105 With wines inraging ſent, then'tis their play” 
Ta daſh their eups, throw ones, or any way « ay 
- | To ſhed their pareners bloud ; with which the r4bble 
Will make new feaſts, and garniſh a new-table,” *' © © 
Such was the night, when ſwift y (yl#enimes crept © © 
110 Toth' Thebanes privy-Chamber, who then ſlept | 
Stretch'd our at large upon his Ivory bed, ' ''' | 
+ With cov'rings of Aﬀyriantapſtry fpred.' © 
How carelefle is mans heart | He feaſts, he ſleeps | | 
Burt Laizs did, as he was taught, and ereeps-''/ 2 | 
I15 Jnblind a Tireſas's borrow'd hiew ; left this 0 
Might ſeem a dream, he wears his voice and fleece : 
* His own locks fill remain'd, and the-driv'n fnow 
Upon his chin, ſo did his palenefle too : 
; o But a falſe Miter on his hair was plac'd, D 5; 
20 And's veyle with wreaths of Olive boughswas grac'd, ' / 
Then ſeems to touch the breaſt o'th' ſleeping King = 
With's bough;and thus the Fates decrees ro fing. "i 
This is no time for ſleep, ſecure from fear | - | 


z 
p 
YF 

| 


Of thy falſe brother, Du'lard ! Doeft not hear ? 
125 Heroick at invite thee : Doeſt notſee,' * > 
What preparations, Foole, he makes for Thee ? 
Thon dallieſt; like a ſleeping Pilot, when © 
The Sea works high with winds, his Compafſe theri 
Is quite forgot, his Stern let loofe : And yet” | 
x 30 Thy brothers new-march'd ſpouſe, Farhe faies, has ſet 
New wings on's foul : He's gathering ſtrength to gain '- 


7 Mercury. named from Cyllene, an ' Arcadian niountain,; his births ; | 
place. 4 Ehecles named here from Ecþion one of Gadmun his cont= | 
prolong in building Thebes: 4 A blind Thebane Fropher, punithed | 

y Funo, for paſſing verdi& on Foves part againſt her. = - 
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Thy Kingdome from thee, and 4 deny tagain * 130 
Jappoints thy Court,the nurs'ry for his age ; 

raftus his Wives Father, does ingage 
is reſolution deeper, with what-force 
er Dowry th' Argives bring : Nay ( which is worſe ) 
T dens, who's ſtain'd in's brothers blond, has tied 135 
ſolemn knot of friendſhip : Hence his pride 
Puffs up it ſelf : this raiſes his intent 
o promiſe thee a lafting baniſhment. 
ie King of heav'n, in pity ſent me down, FX 

ith this advice ; Keep Thebes ; It is thine own : 140 
Baniſh th'ambitious brother, who would deal 
As ill with thee; let not his gaping zeal | | 
For thy deftruftion, any longer trult | 
To his cloſe plots, or think the Gracians mnſt | 
Come, Lord it over Thebes. Then, leaving him, 145 
When this was faid, (for now the Stars burn'd dim 
Before the day) he firſt uncloaths his face - [ 
Of's borrowed mask, confeſling that he was | 
His Fathers Sire ; and falling.on the bed i 
Wher's curſed Grand-child tumbled, he does ſpread 150 
His throat, ſtill gaping with the wound, before 
His eyes, and ſeems to bath him in his gore. 

This breaks his - then ſtarting up, he ſtoed 

Scar'd with theſe prodigies ; and ſhook the blood, 
The ſeeming bloud from's trembling joynts ; together 155 

He fears his Grand-fire, and demands his Brother, 
' As whena Typger th'Hunts-mans Eccho hears, 
| Sherouſes up her ſluggiſh limbs, and tears 

The toyls ſhe's trap'd in : Tis her ſport to meet ll, 
With ſome bold foe ; She yawns ; She ſucks her feet; x6a | 
Straight intoth' midſt o'th* company ſhe hurries, x 
And in her jaws, ſome panting ſoul ſhe carries, | 
| To feaſt her bloody Whelps : So rage perſwades 
{ The King, he*bas vanquiſh'd now his Brothers aides. | 
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. 195 Make theſe th'ambition of their vows. 'Twere long 
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165 But nowthe Morn roſe from her c Phrygian cell, 
And wiping her dew'd locks, ſhe did expell ' 
The nights cold darknefle, bluſhing on the Sun 
That follows her : Bright d Lucifer was one 
Orth'laſt that wooes her, with his parting glances, 
170 But now reſignes the Sky : And Sol advances 
His Chariot ore the heavens, whoſe glorious light 
Deprives the world of his pale ſiſters ſight. 
When old Adraſtre, leaves his chamber, where 4 
The e Thebaxe and the e Calydonian Peere | 
175 Did not ſtay long behind : Sleep had refreſh'd 1 
Their wearied limbs, (fince the laſt ſtorme had fleſh'd -| 
Each in his fellows blood ) -with all his ſtore | | 
Of bleflings : But Adraſts breaſt found more | 
Unquiet thoughts ; whillt he recalls the gods, | 
180 And his new gueſts, with what ſtrange fate abodes | | 
His ſons-in-law, found thus unlook'd for : Thoſe | 
Mecting rth'midſt o'th'Hall, ſhook hands, and choſe 
A place fit to diſcourſe their private cares : 
And firſt Adraſt*e thus ſalutes their cares, Rn 
185 My noble Sparks, whom the black night brought hi 
© By the gods care ; whoſe ſteps through ltormy weather, 
And thundring ſhowres, Pheb' guided to this Court : 
Ye ave heard (I doubt not) what a troop reſort 
To wooe my daughters ; both whoſe equall yearcs, 
190 Arc all the pledge my hopes can find of heircs. 
What modeſt beauty ſits upon their brow 
(Trift not a Fathers eyes) your ſelves may know 
From laſt nights entertainment. Puiſſant Kings, 
Whoſe thoughts ſoare on their Armies ſpreading wings, 


To tell how the fPharean Princes throng, | 

c Named here from Migdon, a King of Phrygia, where Tithonzs, Au- | 

rorg's beloved,lived. 4d The morning ſtar, which drives his other flock | 

before him. c Named from Dirce, a Thebane fountaine, and Achclons | 

an @/E tolian river running into Calydouia. f Either a Miſſenian,or ra- | 

ther an Acheen towne, by which the river Pierivs floweth. | 
* FY 
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d the g Enpnia# Lords :With'whar Rtronghope | 
[h' þ Achean mitepes/ſhincto underpoop 23rd bor noſe pe pu 
cix houſe witt-plantsfroin hence. 5 OZvews thy father 
as not refus'&more-courteous proffers;; Neither 1 200 
as the k;Pyawy Ehariorteer; But T a& 
poth Spartane brood, and Eltarkind detry 
To be my Sehs:m-law ; This blood is due + 
ith all my careyby.th*Fatesderrtes to you. 
The Gods are kind; which ſent fach valiant Knights ' 205 
ithin my Court: Hbw th: Oracle delights, j 
And feeds my'fout L This honour you atchieve IP 
hrough the hightsftorms;thisbatm your wounds receivei 
They heard him, when theireyes awhile were fixx | 
On one another's; who ſhonld anſwer nexr, , '210 
heir looks did complement : Bat 7 yarns ſpirit 
More daring ſtil, begar: How'is thy merit: 
Eclipſed by thyimodeſt foul, which rames 
y growing /Fornimes ? Who. can claim more'names 
And kingdomes ther eAdraſtis ? Ts'r not knowne 
How thou waſt wov'd to leave thy / Grand-fires throne 
OfS7cion; too ihunbridled 
Of th Argives. Would rhe Gods be pleas'd ro truſt 
Thoſe nationstothy hands, which lie within 
The Grzcian 9" Tfyws, and whoſe banks are ſeen 220 


| £ Named framfiEbdz,2 Taconian King. b As Atalants the Mo-- 
ther of Partbenopars. 4, For his Daughter Deianirs for whom Heren+ 
tes fought with the river Achclozs. k OEnomaus, whſe Daughter Hip- 
podamit had triumph'q ovec the lives of thirteen Wooets, who were | 
vanquiited by” her Farher in Chariot-combars. 1 "The Sycionians 
inhabired-parr of PclJpormeſue, where &&gilens ſtood,. whoſe king Po- 
hbu w:s Grandfve, tg Adraſtus by his beer Leſtanaſſs, who was 
maried ro Falaus King .of the Argives; Their Son Adraſtus fying 
the rage of the C Tar to his Grand-father, was made Heire to his 
Crown, but was recalle by the Argives after his Fathers death. Pau- 
ſn. * This Iſth#mes divides the EX fees and Tonick Scas,being a paſ- 
lape between Greece and Peloponneſus : theſe Countries thetetote are 
pieant, and the other Ilinds in both Scas, | 
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; This welcome news, which through the town did greet | * 
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Beneath it z Savage ©Acee had not then _ 

Scar'd back the » Sun ; nor th' o £/2ar vale had been 

The Theatre of bloud : . And other Kings 

Had ſcap'd the Furies laſh, whoſe venom'd ſtings 

This o Thebane, who has felt, may ſpeak. But we 

Have ready minds to ſerve thee. So ſaid he ; 

And th'other then ſubjoyns : Who would not toile 

To find ſuch fathers ? Though love ſeldome ſmile 

On baniſh'd wretches, yet all grief departs 

Our ſoul, and Care bids fare-well to our hearts. 

Nor doe our joyfull breaſts leſſe comfort find, 

Then when a Ship, late toſs'd with raging wind, 

Beholds the welcome ſhore ; *Tis our defire, 

Who have begun fo luckily,t'expire, 

And run our Fortunes with Thee. Thus they riſe 

Without more words : Whilſt the old King out- vies 

His laſt words with new promiſes : His might 

Shall aid them back, t'inſtate them in their right, 
The frolick Argives now, with joy did rect 


Their cars : Their King had found a noble paire 
Of ſons, with whom e-£#g1a; and the faire 
Deiphile ſhould kindle Hymens flame, . - 
And loſe their Virgin crop, now ripe. This Fame |. 
Spreads through the neighbour Cities ; all che round's 'þ 
Filfd with't, as far as the .þ Lycean bouads, 

And the p Parthenian thickets : to the Coaſts 
Of 9 Corinth: Nay the tel-rale Goddefſe boaſts 
The fame in Thebes, where hov'ring ore the walls, 
She frights the ſtartled » Kitig ; whulft ſhe recalls 


n Which fled from the wicked aQs of Atreus and Thycjtcs there} 
0 Where OEnomaus raigned, 6 Polynices in his Father ana his Bro! 
ther. þ Two woody mountains of Arca1ia, one dedicatcd to Pan; thi 
other to Venus, q There were divers other Efhyre, bur Corinth herf{|; 
was named ſo, from the Nymph Ephyra, Danghrer to the Ocean, an 
Thetis. r Ethcocles, named from L1baacus Grand-farher to OEdipus. 
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His laſt nights Dream : ( whit dares the Monſter ? where 
des her ſpleen end ?). Shee fings o'ch* ſolemn cheer 
That cntertain'd his Brother : Of the hower | 
That crown'd his Bride-bed : Of the league and power { 
'O'th' ſtock he's joyin'd to : Nay her fatall ditty 255 | 
Speaks war already. Now the pompous {City 
| On the ſet day, did all her train unfold ; 
Joy crouded in the Court ; You might behold 
Their Fathers # ſtatnes march ; The braſle did ſtrive 
With living faces, which was moſt alive : 260 
The artiſt durſt make ſuch compariſon. | 
Horn'd « I:achw late o'th' left hand, leaning on | 
His o'return'd w Pitcher; old x Jaſins . | 
And good y Phoronews, bold z Acrifeus | 
Whoſe anger ſtruck at ove, and a e4bas too 265 
The warrier, with valiant & (horebe, who 
On's ſwords point bore a head, incompaſs'd him + 

c Danar did, whoſe crabbed looks did ſeem 
Still co be plotting miſchief. Then there ſtood 
A thouſand chieftains more, When ſtraight a fioud 270 
'O'ch' common people roares within the gate, 
Set open now. Where firlt the Nobles ſatc, 
\With thoſe o'ch* royall blood. The inner ground 
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f Argos where the marriages were ſolemnized. 8 On their Wed-» 
dings and Funerals they uſed in triumph to produce the Images of 
their Anceſtors. # Firit King of the Argives, but feigned hy the 
Poers, to be changed into a River, and therefore (:id to be horn'd, 
either from his crooked bapks, or beeauſe the murmuring of waters 
ſounds like the lowing of Oxen, eE lian. lib. 1, w This was the 014 
ortraiure of rivers, aad thus Inachus is deſcribed by Virgil, &/E nead. 
ib, 1. x Theſe are all Argive kings. y Who raught the people firſt 
to ſacrifice ro angry Funo. 7 Firſt ſhutring up his Daughter Dange from 
him, then expoſing her to the mercy of the Seas. 4 Father to Acri- 
fius an heroick Champion, þ Who killed Afolle's Monſter, whoſe 
head he bore in triumph, £ Commanding his fifty Davghters in one | 
| ms to murther all their Hugbands who were Sons v0 his Brother 


&£E gyptuc. 
Was 
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Was warm with ſacrifice, and did reſound 
275 With womens chat : The Grzcian Matrons there, 
( Yet interlac'd with Virgins every where ) 
' .  Makeachaſt ring, and teach the Brides to tic 
This knot, and ſhake off fearfull modeſty. 
Theſe were led on, in Virgin robes, and ſtate ; 
2 $5 Staining their lilly. cheeks, with roſes late 
Difſoly'd to bluſhes ; caſting down their eyes; 
When love of their Virginity did ſeize 
Cloſely upon them ; and the baſhfull choughr 
Of the firſt night a ſecond bluſhing brought : 
285 Thisdoes bedevy their cheeks ; Yet at thoſe tears 
| Their tender Parents mile. Juſt ſo appears 
| Pallas, and rougher d D4zan, when they {lide 
| From heav'n together, both have e Armes, beſide 
Stern brows alike, ind yellow locks tied up 
290 Above their Crown : She leads her troops to th top 
Of f (ynthas, this to g Aracinthus : Then 
(If h eyes might ſee) what eyes can judge between 
Their grace and luſtre > Who did moſt partake 
Of 7ove and majeſty > Or ſhould they make 
295 Exchange of habits, then ©Mizerva's quiver 
And Delia's helm, would ſyit as well cogether. _ 
The Grecians joyes o'reflow ; The Gods were tired 
With vows ; As each mans houſe and ſtate required, 
He brought a ſacrifice : Some from the ground, 
200 Some from the folds. Yet all like favour found 
If pure hands offer'd it, The Gods were pleas'd 
With incenſe, and their dores with 5 garlands dreſs'd. 


4 Being alwaies accuſtomed to the woods, e The one 2 helmet 
and ſpear, in token of the vanquiſhed Gorgon 3 the other 3 bow and 
arrows, becauſe ſhe was a Huntreſle., f A Delian mountain dedica- 

| ted to Djana, £ An Atticke mountain dedicated to Miverus. þ Which 
| Pe divinity denies. z Vſed both in private aud publick houſes on 
olemn daics, Fuven, Sar. 6, . 
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But loe ! a Panick feat ſtrack all their mind, | 
Upon a ſodain, (thus the Fates deſign'd) - y: 
e peoples joy's were clouded, and the day 
Niſtarb'd; They weot with totches light to pay 
Duty's to maiden Palas, who accounts 
e Lariſs as much as her f Munichian mounts : 

ere th*Argives, as their Fathers us'd, reſort, 
When their chaſt years were ripe for nuptiall ſport, 
To dedicate their Virgin g locks, and plead 

Excule for Loves firſt ſweets. Burt as they tread 
O'th* greeces of the ſtately Towr ; the ſhield 
Of braile, which brave þ Ewhippms won ith' field, 
Comes tumbling from the Temples ſtarely ſpire, 
Aad puts the -5 torches out, Loves ſacred fire. 

And from the diſtant Quire a trumpet ſounds 
Frighting then back, wcb now ſcarce kept their grounds: 
All crembling, ſtar'd at firſt upon the King ; 

' Bur ſtraight & deny they'd heard it. Yer this thing 

Sounded unluckily within their cars, 

And ſev'rall whiſpers ſoon increas'd their fears. 

No marvel : thon Arg:a did retain 
Thy husbands fatall gift, Harmisnes chain. 

This miſchief was far-fetch'd ; but Fle diſcourſe 

Whence this new Preſent, gain'd ſuch deadly force. 

I Valcan, long griev'd at Mars his ſtoln ms content, 

(As ſtories ſay) and finding puniſhment 


e The City where theſe Nupti'ls were celebrated. f The mountains 
on which Minerva's feſtivals, called Muxichia, were celebrated. g Vir- 
gins before rhey were efpdufet{ dedicated their Iocks, and whatſoever 
was an embleme of their Virginity, to Pals the guardian of it. þ An 
Arcalian born, bura moft = perous king of the AS whoſe 
ſhield conſecrared to the Goddeſs, was ini their ſolemn triumph born 
befote the Conquerourthtough the ſtreecrsz's his greareſt honor. 7 [ig 
nificantly intimating thit war ſhould queneh this love. k Flattering 
the King, } Thrown oor of | heaven ior his deformity, intothe Ve 
Lemnos, which here denominatcs him. m- With Penus, tor whom YVid- 
C1 made artificiall ferrers, which could nor yer hinder their imbraces. 
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No bar to his delights, nor could his chains 


| ' Chaſtiſe the bold adnlterer ; he feigns 
{ 320 This bracelet as a Dowry, for his joy 
| .# Harmione, upon her mariage day. 


The skilfull o Cyclops hammer'd it ; (and yet | 
They'd f greatet work,” to which the 4 Telchines ſet 
Their help1 


And th'Adamant, ingrav'd with charms : The ball 
Of / Gorgons eyes : With cinders, which did fall 
From foves laſt thunder-boſt at £44 > This 


_ Was thredded with young Serpents manes: There is 
340 Some buds beſide of the 7 Heſperian tree, 


Wrovght in with' # Phryxxs golden fleece : Then he 
Studs in his feverall plagues, and th' Capraine ſnake 
Pluck'd from the Furies head : fach pow'r could make * 
Venus her woeirdle erack : All theſe, Fanoints - 
With x Moon-froth, and with varniſh'd poyſfon paints: - 
"Twas not y Pafiphaer work, the Graces Queef, : 
Nor = ('»prds, nor Aglaiz's : But *twas Spleen, | 
Grief, Diſcord, Sorrow ſhap'd it : The firſt rriall © © 


The Daughter born to theſe adulrerers. » Filetne forge-men, | 


which makew——, p——Foves thunder-bolts- q Rnvious' - orces 


rers, but cunning Artificers in working poyſons. 1 /ilcal himiclfs | 


{ Stones as dent and as: dangerous. * \Yhioh bore the golden 
apples watched by the waking Dragon whom Herewſes ſlew. u Wha 
ſwimming ore the ſtraights ro Colchos, on14 rartt with s golden (flece, 
ſacrificed the ram to” Mart, akd hung up the flecer in his Tetnple, 
from whence Fuſfon ferched ir, w Thus girdle called Crſpon; Frines piits 
on at lawfull Nuprials, whereas unlawfull wedlock is called ict, 
which this yenomed bracelet in Focaſta did more then threaten, » The 
Moon, miſtris of Magic{ans, was thought to fpit her jelly on the moſt 


powerfull, charming herbs. Some pleaſe themſelves in referring this to | | 


Spuma Argenti (the Moon in; Minerals being Argent ) which is glite. 
ring, but venemous. y I'):arge Daughter ro Foucand Harmione, m. = 
ther to the Graces, Aglaia, Thais and Exphrofine. 4 Named hcre 


ped, | 
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xelping hand : But r he fivears moſt ; and works | | 
335 Bright Enrralds in'r, which ſhine with fiidden ſparks : 


from Iddus a hill in Cyprus, where his muthec and he were worthip+ {| 
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Was wrought on poor-« Harmioxe, who loyall 
To her now creeping husband, with her breſt 
Plough'd up th' Illynan ſands, whilſt ſhe expreſt 
Her plaints by hifſes. Semele next venters 
No ſooner on't, but beldame 54 «xo enters. 
And thou too, curſt Focafta, once didſt owe 
S This guilded miſchief ; which adorn'd thy brow, 
To pleaſe ſtrange, oh ſtrange c Love: With mo beſide, 
Till now Argi« ſhines in'c : and does hide 
Her filters cheaper habit, with this gold, 
Accurſed gold. As't chanc'd, the d wife of old 
ax (py'd it; andinfi 
Of the Gods altars, and the tables dight, 
Durlt feed cloſe Envy : Oh ! mighe the inheric 
This prize | Alas ! her Lords prophetick ſpirit 
Could not avail her. What a diſmall honour, 
What e miſchief the fool ſtrives to bring upon her? 
Let her ; but can her husbands cheatedArmes, 
Or her ſons guiltleſſe rage, deſerve ſuch harmes ? 
After twelve daics were ſpent in royall cheere, 
And publike triumphs ; the f Iſmenian Peere 
Looks back to Thebes and thinks of 's Crown : For now 
That day takes up his ſoul, when he ftood low - "os 
In's brothers eyes ; (fuch was his Fortune then): 
He thinks the Gods deſerted him, and men 
Shrunk cowardly back ; he naked ; but the worſt 
Was Fortunes flight : Onely one g ſiſter durſt 
Shew him the way to exile, bur 1 loaned 
To paſſe the threſhold, whore rage ſtop'd his teares. 


£ Who fing Cadmus into Ilhria ( transformed there into 
a Snake) by kiſſing him aſſumes the ſame ſhape. 6b Perf her ro 
her deſtruction, to require a pexjms rt 33 he uſed ro beſtow 
on his own Queen, ©c That of her own ſon. 4d Erypbile, who after- 
wards obrained it. e No leſs then ber Hasbands dearh,her'Sons mad- 
neſs, and her own deſt:uftion. f Polymices from Tſmenar, 2 Thebanc 
fountaine. g Antizonc, who likewiſe guided her blind Father. 
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Then night and day he meditates, what joy 
His abſence brought to ſome ; And who are they 
Which wait on's brother : what moilt eyes he ſaw 
At his departure, Grief and anger gnaw 
Upon his ſoul, but expeRation moſt, 
The greateſt plague that ever morrtall croſt. 
Thus plodding in his thoughts, ſtill clouded, he 
Reſolves again forbidden Tyebes to ſee. 
So when a bull, leaves his beloved cow 
T'th” paſtures, whence his Conquerour but now 
Has driv'n him ; he ſtands off, and bellows till 
He thinks of 's lovely mull, and blood does ſwell 
His wrinkled neck : But then recruiting 
He's mad for t'other puſh, and gains at length 
His captive herd : With's horns, and hoofs he fights, 
And's conquering mate, with's herdſ-man too he frighes. 
Such anger whets our Juſty þ Thebar's mind. 
But his dear wife this cloſe deſigne did find ; 
And as her ſoft imbraces did incloſe 
Her husband, when the pale-fac'd Morne aroſe : 
Diſſembler, faics ſhe, what's this change? whar flight 
Doeſt thou intend ? Nought blinds a Lovers fight. 
I feel it : Do not deep-fetch'd ſighs proclaim 
Thy waking cares > How many a ſtartling dream "F 
Breaks off thy ſleep > How often have I found 
This face bedew'd with tears ? this breſt abound | 
With ſobs, when ere I felt it ? *tis no bond | | 


Deſpair of widowed youth : ( although Loves ſweets {| 
Be newly budded, and the bridall ſheets | | 
Be not yer fully ayr'd : ) Thoughts for thy quiet | 
And ſafety trouble mg Ile ne're deny it. | 
Wile thou, without ſupplies of armes and men, | 
Demand thy Crown? Canſt thou retreat agen, | 


\ b Named from Taumeſſas, a Thebane mountain dedicated to Bac- | 
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ould he deny .it ? Fame that's nimble ey'd 
To trace the lives of Kings, reports his pride | 
Rais'd with uſurping ; how, his love's diminiſh'd | 
| To thee; nor is his year compleatly finiſh'd, 
And, truth is, ſome late Propheſies, with all 
Prodigious 5 entrals, and th'unlucky fall 
Of birds, with ſtartling dreames increaſe my feare : 
| Hah ! Iremember, & 7«o don't appeare 
In vaine : What journcy's this > Does / love t'another 
Draw thee 2 Can Thebes a nobler ſtock diſcover ? 
Here »s th'Echionian ſmil'd a while,and trove 
With ſoft imbraces t'undeccive his Love. 
He dries her moiſtned eyes with welcome kiſſes, 
And with theſe friendly words her tears repreſles. 
Take courage, ſweet z truſt me, bleſt peace attends: 
The Caunſels of my beſt deſerving friends. 
Leave cares for riper years : fove may hereafter 
Behold our wrongs, if Juſtice be heavn's daughter, 
And daignes to looke beneath the clouds, to ſee 
The right maintain'd on Earth : The time may be 
' Thy husbands palace ſhall with joy be ſeen, 
h two Cities thou ſalured Queen. 
he flips out cloſely, and repairs 
To Tydeus, now co-partner in's affairs 
Whoſe brelt ſob'd cquall cares : (fach love combi 
Their once divided ſouls) to whom he joyn'd 
Adraſtus counſel, ſadly : Here they pauſe : 
Bur after long diſpute, this ſentence was 
Receiv'd of all : Beſt, feel his Brothers mind 
Fairly, and pray the Crown might be reſign'd. 
Bold Tydeus freely undertakes the meſlage ; 
Yet (brave e/Erolian) tears had RRopp'd thy paſlage, 

; Miſplaced or fpeckled, which threaten heaven was angry. & The 
$of the Argives. and therefare wauld nor deceive them. 1 Out 
of jcaloyſie, leſt he thould have left another wife bebind bim. m Poly- 
_ nies from Echion, one of Caimans companions in building of Thebes 
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| 445 Shed by Derphile, had not the name. © [| 


By Lerna's poole, where the ſcorch'd '» Hydra ſmoaks 


And the p Siſyphian part, where q th'waves that chide 
: The Mount » T exmeſſus ; reaching neer the tow'rs 


-Preſcrib'd, for's brother : Miſchief hardned him | 4 
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Of a commanding Father overcame :. 
Beſides her ſiſters prayers, and that pow'r 
Which gives ſafe condue t'an Ambafladour. - - 
Now trac'd he rugged paths,through woods and rocks, 


In the ſtill boyling foord.; By Nemea's bounds 
Where the blith « Shepherds pipe, ſcarce yet reſounds 
Sweet roundelaies : By Corizth's Eaſtern fide: 


Their crooked banks, are parted by the ſhore 
Of Palemonian r Lache : paſſing o're 

{ Niſas from hence ; o'th' left he ſpies the plain 
Of mild : Elenſis, and does ſtraight obtain 


Of w Thebes ; where he beholds the coyall pow'rs 
Of ſtern Etheocles, whoſe lofty ſtate = 

Was guarded round with Armes : the Tyrant fate 
To judge the folk, beyond all right, and x time 


For all adventures : Quarrelling becaufc 

They came ſo y late to prove him. Tyders draws | 
To th* midſt o'chy Court :- His Olive-boughs diſcover 

He was a Legate : Who being queſtion'd over | 
His name and meſſage ; rude of ſpeech and prone 

To choler, mixing threats, thus he begun. 


n See Poſynicec his journey, lib. xz, o As if he ſti | feared the Lion 
Which Hercules kild there. p Where Siſyphus formerly had practiſed, 
his robberies. q Of the &/Z gan Seca, which by the Iſthmes is diyided. 
from the Tonick. £ A. Poit of Corinth , underthe Lee of a promonte= + 
ry, from which Palemon with his Mother leap'd into the Sex. f Eirher' 
Megars here Niſus raign'd, or rather a Mountain of that name, wheye' 
he was buried, 3 Where Ceres firſt was entertained of King Elcuſinas, 
and afterwards worſhipped as a Goddels. u Wherg Hercules kild the 
Lion, w Built by Cadmws; Agenors ſon. x The year -being now ex- 
pired, y As if angry that he had no occaſion to break his faith foaner. 
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If any-faith poſſes'd thee, or juſt care 
Of keeping Cov'nants, now th' halt raign'd. thy year, 
Thon wouldſt have calf d thy Brother, and in courſe | 
[Exchang'd thy fqrtunes, and reſign'd thy force : * 
That he;Jong wandring, toſs'd with ſtorms unfirting 475 
Abroad, might find his due, a throne to fit in. 
But ſince thouw'et thus inamour'd of thy Crown 
And courtſt thy pow'r ; We aske it. *Tis well known 
The ſun has trac'd the = Zodiack, and the hills 
Have their loſt ſhades reſtor'd, ſince all the ills 430 
Of baniſhment throngh unknown Coalts did ſeize 
On thy poor Brother : Now's thy time to freeze 
Under heavns ſpangled Canopy, and ſtand | 
' Totly mercy of the cold, and cap-in-hand 

Beg entrance at anothers dore : Forget 455 
Thy happy ſtate: Thoſe purple robes, beſet 
With plates of gold, have gliſter'd long : And thou 

Haſt ſported with ” Brothers cbbe : But now 

Unteach thy ſelf, I adviſe thee, how to raign, 
And by thy patient a flight deſerv't again. 499 

This faid, a ſecret flame was kindled in | 

The Tyrants breſt: ( ſo-when a Serpents den | 
Is batter'd, ſhe ſprings up, who thirſty dwels | 
In her cloſe coverts ; but now chaf 'd, ſhe fils | 
Her gums, and ſcaly neck with venom'd gore ) 495 
| Had not I fully known (faics he) before, 

My brothers anger ; had not's private ſpleen 

Appear'd thus naked ; Faith alone had been 

Sufficient pawn for's kingdome : Faith, which ſwels 

Thy looks ſo big, that whilſt thy fancy dwcls 500 
On him, thou rageſt, as if Pioners s 
Now min'd our walls, or trumpets call'd to wars. 


q Called the girdle of the, year. 4 Let thy voluntary exile meric 
of chy Brother ar the years end,rhit thou be re-inſtared in the Throne. 
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Were this thy meſſage to the b Thracians done, 
Or the pale'Scy:hians, which know no |c Sun, 


505 Thou would'ſt uſe fairer language, and begin 


With greater reverence : But 'tis no fin 
Of chy raſh ſoul, I blame : Thy errand's ſo, 
Now ſince threats uſher all,and faich's let goet 
Nor peace is brought to mediate , but thy ſword 
510 Does reſt thy quarr'ling hand ; Returne this word 
To my brave d Grecian Monarch ;; not ſo ſowre 
 Asthine, yet my full anſwer : All that power 
Which e cquall fortune, and my birthright gives, 
T hold, and will maintain : Thy wife relieves 
515 Thy wants with Greece her dowry ; Thou may'ſt heap 
The f Danaan wealth into thy lap : (1 keep 
No envious thoughts to blaſt thy Fortune) Rule 
Argos ſuccesfully, and g Lerna's poole. 
Dirces bare paſtures give content to me, 


| + 520 And the coalt ſtraitned with th' þ Exboian ſea, 


Not ſham'd with EOdipms my wretched father. 
But thou from th' ſtock of 5 Tantalus may'lt gather 
Far-fetch'd Nobility, and & Pelops heire 
Kindred with fove may'ſt challenge. Can thy faire 
525 Delicious Queen, indure this homely place ? 
For whom our ſiſters may eſteem'r a grace | 
To ſpin, forſooth : where / Mothers dreery eyes 
And that impriſon'd / fathers diſmall cries, . 
If heard, may fright her. And the commonFfolke : . 
þ Called Biſtonizns from Bifton ſon to Mars and Calirrboe, who buils I 
the is of che Country after his name. c Which ſeldome de- 
clines ſo far North as to behold them. d Euviouſly not allowing bis 
brother the name of Thebane, bur intimating he may feck 4 kingdoms 
where be found a wife. e Becauſethe lors determined ft, according t& 
the right of age. f Either reſpe&ing Dange,courted in a $row lhowre, 
or put for Gracien from Denaus the Argive King, g Said to be made. 
by the Rroake of Neptune: _ in the place where he deflowred A= 
mimone Danaws's daughter. þ The Kuripze between Eubtjannd Beotis. 
# The fon of Fupiter and the Nymph Phocis, 'k - Tatrelaq his ſons 
” £4494 K 1110 a/tanmnd OE dipus. - 
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Are now accuſtom'd to indure my yoake. " F36| 571 

Hard were the peoples lot, ſhould they ſubmit y 

T* I know not whoſe command, and weeping ſit | | 

Under continuall changes ; They'l repent 

Of duty, to a doubtfull Tyrant lent. 

Short raignes-ſpare none.Theſe loyall ſubjects view, 535] 5 

What horrour ſtrikes them ſince this quarrell grew. 

Shall theſe be left ro thy ſure laſh > Thou art 

Too hot on't, brother : Say, I would depart 

My right, theſe Senatours would ſcarce approve 

The a; if I have known their purchas'd love, ks 40} 5 

Or find due thankes. Zydexs could brook no more, 

But interrupts him thus : Thou (halt reſtore, 4 

'Tyrant,thou ſhalt : If iron rampires guard | 

'Thy perſon, or .” Amphions ditty heard, 

Raiſc treble wals about thee ; *Tis no armes ; - 545 

No fire ſhall ſtop me : Thon ſhalt feele thy harmes 

Reveng'd on thine owne head : At thy deaths wound "i 

{ Thy Captive Diadem ſhalt beat the ground, 

Thon jaſtly : but I pity » theſe,whoſe lives (wives, 

{ Thou mak'ſt (good King) ſo cheap : ſnatch'd from their ' 550 

| And children to theſe diſmall wars. What blood | 

| Will ſtain o Citheren ? What a barb'rous flood 

Will fill þ 1/-enos banks > Fhis is thy care, >, 

This thy much talk'd-of faith. Bur I forbear 

| To wonder at thy Nations.crtmes : The frame 555 

{ Of thy whole q Rock is fuch, rais'd from the ſhame 

{ Of thy inceſtuous Parenes+ yet ther's. » one 

| Has cleans'd the ſtaine of's birth : Tis thou alone 

| Shalt be © Zaspodes ; Thy manners here, 

{ And fins, raſh eſerve 3. We axke our year, Y 
m As formerly when his harp drew ſtones to the worke. % He ſeckerh 

{ ro undeceive the people whom Erbcples bad flattered. 0 A Beotian 

{ mountain, with p ariver not far diſtant. q Sprung from OEdipus by 

| inceſtuous copulation with Focaſt4. 7 Polynjees whole {weer temper 
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560 But T delay —— This he roares our i'th doore, - 

| Turning himſelf about ; then tumbles o're 

| The crowd in's flight : So s Day's curſt avenget 

Sets up his briſtled neck, and does indanger . |. 

The huntſman, with the ſtroake of's foming tyſhes, 

If t Grecian troopes purſue : at all he puſhes; 

Rooting up ſtanes and broken ſhrubs ; and plows 

The banks with's crooked ſnowt : He overthroivs- 

Here Telamon, and there # Perithoics : Next 

He ſets on w Meleager, where he's fixt 

With a broad arrow,and does ſinke their darts. 

In's ſtrugling ſhoulder, 7ydexs thus departs 

From this affrighred councel,with diſdaine, 

As if himſelf were here deny*d to raigne. 

| | ©+; Thus hurries he, and throws away the Crown 

\ | 2-2 Ofstreating x Olive. The ſcar'd-matrons run_ 

To th' roofes to ſee him ; thence their curſes fling 

|» On'srage, and y cloſely with as bad to th' King. 
Nor was the Tyrants quick-induſtrous brajne 

In plots leſſe fubtile ; chooſing out a traine _ _ 

Of hearts reſolv'd to fight : Thefe he prepares ,, 

With money and good words : Then laies his ſnares 

For an exploit that night, hoping tinvade . 

Th' Ambaſſadourz (whoſe x facred name was had 

In reverend eſteem)-and's perſon ſciſe, | 

What wo'at ambition plot ? ſhould fortune pleaſc 

To ſend thy brother, what new tricks would't fin 5 

What arts to circumvent him ?.Oh the blind, . 
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s Who offended with OEnexs for negleRing her in his agrifice | ſent 2 

monſtrous boare, which depopulared moſt part of &E 10114. # Patipor- 
| neſus ſent out troops with Atalzita their Kings daught&; to parſe rhe 
| boare, by wholr tis was firſt wouhdet, x  Ixions fohg under whoſe 
narue he is here dotrded, # Thethiefe of thoſe allared out with the 
Kings promiſes, x The roken-of #n Amballadour. y Not daring 
operdy ro diſcovet theirill-aFc tions. The |w of-Narvions giving 


3x 


them a civill reſpe& for” Foffice lake. | ; JÞ 
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Advice of guilty ſoules ! How fearfull's ſin ! 
This troop goes out combin'd,as if *r had been 590 
To beat up th* enemies Quarters, or to ſtorme 
A City wals : Full fifty champions forme 
Their ranks ; then crowd they through the lofty gate. 
| Courage, brave ſoul !thought worthy of ſuch 4 hate. 
Theſe creepe the neereſt way, by paths unſeen, 595 
Through thrubs, and crofſe the woods : Then lay their 
For villany,, Two remote hillocks ſtood, - (ſcene 
Disjoin'd by a treach'rons paſſage-in the wood, 
| Shaded by tir neighbour mountain, and the'trees 
Which grew o'th* top : Here nature ſcem'd to pleaſe 6c0 
Herſelf in wiles, making this place to hide JF: 
Her cloſe deceits. A ſtraight path does divide 
The midſt o'th cliffe : Under whoſe hanging head 
The pleaſant fields,and ſpacious vallics ſpread. 
ainſt it, was that deadly cave, in which 605 
| The Thebane b monſter dwelt : Here ns'd the witch 
To raiſe up her pale viſage : Black gore ſtood 
Abour her eyes ; her wings were ſtiffe with blood :; 
{ She hug'd mens offals ; her bare breſts did cover 
{ Their halfe _—_— err _ ſhe looks over 610 
{ The neighbour fields, to ſee if any c ſtranger 
| Durſt aske her riddles, or why rech danger 
Of her ſterne brow, ' or entertaine diſcourſe ; 
{ Butthen ſhe whets her claws, and ſcrews the force 


On ſome late carkaſſe ; flatt'ring with the ſtroke 
Of her unlucky wings, before the cyecs 

Of her new prey : A while theſe treacheries 
Were undiſcover'd, till ſhe met with one 


& In their own judgement conceiviug Tyders able tro. cope with fifty of 
them. b Sphinx, born of Typhon atid Echidna, which deſtroyed all 
thoſe that could not expound her. riddle, | c The Oracle counlelled 
the way to quit themſelves of her, was roggpound her riddle, which 


Of her ſtaind hands ; and grinds thoſe teeth, ſhe broke — 615 | 


As d wicked as her felf : Then tumbles down 620 | 


90 


| 625 Onthat accurſed grafſe ; no Nymphs appear 
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With cloſed wings, upen the rock lay under _ 
Her bloody cav?, and ſplits ker panch in funder, 
The wood ſtill ſhewes the miſchicf ; Cattell dread 
The neighbour plaines ; no hungry flocks dare feed | 


Within theſe ſhades,no Fawnes arc worlhip'd there. 
The ſcrich-owles flie from this e prodigious grove : 
Yet hither this f unhappy traine does rove 
With filent ſteps, exzatilng their proud foe: 
630 Where leaning on their javelings, they beſtow 
Their other weapons ſcatter'd on the ground, 
And with thick ſtations they the woods ſurround, | 
The night had now begun to cloake the Sun 
: With her wet mantle ; th' earth was over-run 
635 With adarke ſhade: When Tydews haſtning thither 
Spices from the banke, mens ſhields, with creſts and fethers 
Gliſter, where th boughes grew thin ; from th' adverſe hill 
He ſees the Moon-beames dance upon their ſteel, 
This fight amaz'd him, yer goes forward, and 
640 Prepares his darts, and graſps his ſword in's hand : 
Then cals out firſt : Whence are you > What d'cc here 
In this cloſe ambuſh ? Queſtions void of fear, 
To which no anſwer's grv'n ; this did increaſe 
The jult ſuſpicion of his doubted peace. - 
645 When on a ſodaine through the duskie aire, 
Their Captain. g Chromize lets flica ſpear 
Wirth's brawny arme : But fortune did not aide 
This daring blow ; yet did it pierce the hide 
Of the h Olenean boare, whoſe briſtled skin 
650 Ore his left ſhoulder, gave it entrance in 
To raſc his fleſh : And the but-end did light 
Upon his neck, This ſet his haire upright, 


e Becauſe ſtrew'd over 'with humane bones and cuany. f Being || 
ere long to become a ſacrifice toTydexs his rage. g The chiet of the con- 

ſpiratours. þ Olcnos was a country and city in &/E1vlia,where the boar 
was lain, whoſe skin Tydeas wore, 


CALLY 


4 Statii Thebaid, Lib. TY. 

d freez'd his blood;He wy up and down | || 6 

is thoyghts and cycs, now pale with anger grown. | 

or Robe thinks, they had fach dren a Sparks 655 

ainſt one, Come ont, (faies he) come out, yare dar'd 

th open held. What fear has ſtop'd your rage ? | 1 | 
at coryardize is this > *Tis Fingage 

y ſingle ſelfe againſt you; Nor do theſe 

orbear ; whoſe numbers when he ſaw increaſe? 665 

rom their cloſe Coverts ; Some oth top-oth' hijl 

Some in the yallies ; nor a few did fill 

The plaines,but's way ſeem'd pav'd with armes ; (As when | | 
e huntfmans voice cals wild-beaſts from their den 

Beſet with toyles : ) His troubled thoughts invent 665 

No help but, this.; To climbe the ſteep aſcent 

To Sphinx her cave; where, batr'ring's hooked nailes 

painkt rhe cxaggy rock, he at laſt prevailes 

Fo reach the top ; which thns obtain'd, ſecures | 

His back from fear of danger, and procures 670 l 

A way for's juſt revenge ; He tears a ſtone (grone 

From the maine rock, which well-2grown ſteercs would 

To draw to th' City : Then uniting all 

isſtrength, with violence he lets it fall, 

Thus mighty 5 Pholas heaves a goblet up - 675 

Againſt the Lapithans, The k dying troop 

Wondring at's height above them, were ofrcthrowne | 

With th'unexpetted rock,thas tambled'downe. | | 

Here lay mens mangtcd fapes, hands,and'broſt, ITY 

With weapons which they wore, together preſt, 680 | 

'Four gron'd beneath this burden, eh/orher fled _—. 

| Wirh terrour from their proje@ ; for'thoſe dead 

Were not a deſpicable traine ; There was | | 

The Kingly ſpirit of fievee Dorglas ; | of Bis 


+ One of the Centanres, who;bein drunke. at Pcrizhous's wedding 
quarreld wich the Lapiche their T ro Lohan and Were yang» 
guilh'd, F Falling ſoon after by the band of, Jydeas, 
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| 685 And Therenſprung from Aars, deſcending from - 
The / Earth-begotten brood, and Halys whom 
No horlemar ever conquer'd,but now fals,,.. . 
O*rewhelm'd on foot ; and/Phedimm,who cals 
Pentheus his Grandſire, but with ms Libers anger : 
690 The reſt, affrighted with this ſudden danger, . ! 
When Tydews ſaw diſorder'd ; his whole ligck 
Of armes, two darts, ſtuck.on the {ide o'th rock, 
; Were hur'd at's flying foes; then skips toth' groung. + . 
And leſt his naked breit ſhould catch a wound, . { 
| 695 'Heſnatches up a buckled ſhield, beſide | 44 
| Preſt Therox ; guarding's back and head, with.thy » hide -- 
| Of proof, and fencing's breſt with's enemies fhicld, 
| He makes a ſtand. The o Thebazes take the field; 
| Joyn'd ofice tnore in a body, and march on 
700 With fixed reſolutions, Tydeus ſoon | 
Draws out his p T bracian ſword, the Martiall.gife _ 
Of O Enems, turning him with many a ſhift, .;; 
Of's body ; here and there his blows they feel. ; 
And's buckler wards their darts of glitt'ring ſteel, Fo: 
705 Their number grows their hind'rance, and Ame 14 
Fall foule of one another. their owne harmes' 
Are wrought by their own-powrs ; now-watxing ſtrengtl 
T'oftend, the crowd orrethrows it felf at lengeh, / 
He was ſo ſmall a marke;their arrows milk/im, | 
_ Thus his ucconquer'd arme does (till refiſtam. | 
7 So, (if the Thracian q: Phlegra doe not lic) | 
'..- Stout r-Briarerns outbrav'd the armed skies ; 
520 Nee) lan Tem ; ONLo antes; +27 ed 
t Thoſe borne of the (erpemts t6eth ſown by Cadmor... m | Beech in- 
raged agaiaſt ,Pentheas; afflicicd all his poſterity;; Ovid. = Thacof 
the boare. 'o Named here fio 20g ger, once King,of Thebes. p Mars 
dfather e6 OE eas was worſhipped in Thrac/z, and armes dedica 
red to him, one of whoſe ſwords Tydc worc. q There were rwo Ci 
ties, and yallies of thar name, 0ne þerween AMaccdonid and Thracey 
where this bactell was pitch'd, the other in Campaiua, where Hereulesf 
overcame the Gyants. 7 A Gyaat faign'd to hayea hundred hinds, | | 
Wy E 4 __ Deq 
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deſpifing Phabas ſhafts, and Pallar's s ſnakes, 
nd the 7heſſeliex pines, which Afevors ſhakes . 
vr ſpears ; and Fove forg'd thunderbolts, which tir'd 
Pyracmon laſt : Yet whilſt all heav'n conſpir'd 
n vain to batter'im, he complaines his kands 
Are idle ſtill : Thus aRtive Tydew ſands, 
WVeilding his buckler : now, he does retire, 
nd guards himſelf round ; now, advances higher 
pon their fears ; and getting ground, commands 
darts which ſtuck in's ſhield, to arme his hands. 

dme deep wounds he recciv'd, none deadly yet ; 
or could he fear his death : He does o're fer 
Raging Deilochus,and then does ſend | 
Phlegens to hell, Caccompany his friend, 
he was threatning death, with's heav'd-up blade ; 
en Lycophon, and Thebane Gyas had 

tke fortune. Now the cowards *gan to ſeeke, 
And count themſelves : nor did they ſo well like 
tis killing ſport: And-griev'd to fee the throng 
Thus melt away. When Chromis (who was ſprung 
om # Tyrias Cadmus ſtock) (whoſe mother, hight 
Phenicean Driepe forgat the weight 
Df her great belly, when ſhe was poſſeſt 
ith fury, father w Ewvar, of thy Prieſt : 
d whilſt a ſtrugling bull ſheetaled on 
By*h' hornes, her x painesdeliver her of this ſon ;) 
gold with his darts, and's conquer'd Lions skin, 
e ſhakes his laſty club of knotty pine : 
xclaiming thus : Shall one man, Friends, ſhall one 
Triamph in Greece, o're your 10n 2 | 
Fame ſcarce will credit him. Mates, where's our pow'r ? 
F Snakes the Symbole of prudence were aſcribed to Miterus, and pla- 
ced undcr her e, and reckoned by Virgil, for part of her Arms, 
pEn:j1.12, 3 One of the Cyclops, which hammer out Foves bolts 
Jn &/£r14, x Son to Agenor King of Tyre. w One' of the names of 
Liber, in whoſe Bacchanils ſhe wag inraged. x Not ſtaying the courſe 
of n:jure, bar abortive through his mothery ſtrugling, uy 7 
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Where's our prevailing Armes 2 We promis'd more ' 
{don | Cour King ; Lamps ! more bold adventers.. 
Whilſt he ſpake this, a Thebare y javeling enters 
His open mouth : His jawes in vaine withſtood : 
But's voice thus ſtop'd, his clos'd tongue ſwims in blpod. * 
And yet he ſtands, till death had ſummond all - q 
His limbs ; then filent, biting th'ſpear doth fall. 

But why conceale 1 your deſerved praiſe, 

My noble Theſpian paire ? Young Periphas 

(The richeſt mind, rth choyſeſt body found) 
Rais'd up his brothers dying limbs from ground : 
His left hand under-props his drooping neck; 

His right ſupports his fide : Whilſt Fhes do crack 
His ſtraicned breſt : Nor could his helme.containe 
Thoſe floods of tears : But in this weeping vaine, 

A furious lance pierc'd his ſhort ribs behind, 
Which through him ſmote his brother too, and joyn'd 
Their well acquainted breſts ; = His trembling eyes 

.Looke up on's brothers death, and then he dies, : 
Th'other, not ſpent yet with his wounds, thus wiſhes : 
Such be a thy ſons imbraces, ſuch their kiſſes. 


* Thus both did fall alike : '(a wretched prize 


For Death : ) and clos'd up one anothers eyes. 

But he purſues his vitorics, and chaſes 
Aenetes with his ſhield and darts ; whoſe paces, 
Trembling,give back, till the unequal! ſands 
Trip'd up his heeles ; Then ſpreading both his hands, 
He begs for Quarter ; and laies hold o'th' ſpear 
Charg'd now againſt his throat,then makes his prayer. 
By theſe ſtill ſhades, where ſtars glide from the skies;; 
By heav'n ; by this thy night of viRories ; 
Spare me to go, and blaze this diſmall news 
In Thebes; and with contempt t'our King, diffuſe 
Thy glory *mongſt the quaking vulgar : So 


 J Which þe had ſnatch'd from his adverſaries, $3 He who wasfirit 


wounded, s An ijmprecation ou Tydewe. 
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bY Seth That {lb.11; 

Our darts ſhall faltin vaine;and thon ſhalt go '' 

Shot-free through.all opr Armes, and-be ichend- = 

; t back with eriumph to thy longing friend.” $0 

th : T'other cleares dk up his brow::: EMA 

ou ſpend'ſt thy tears in'vaine (faies he) 'ewas thou | 

Mad'{t promiſe of my head toth* King, if T bay : | 

Miſtake not : yeild up:now thy armes, and die.. | 6 
by wouldlt ſpin our thy life, when” & war's at hand > »g,; | 

With that he draws his weapon back, now ſaind | 

With his heart bloud: / And crows ore's captives thus : 

This is n't the c Trieterick night, uſe 

Among your Coumry-men'; nor do-you ſee 

Cadmut his d Orgies, where your 'Matrons be . | 79? 

Inrag'd by Barchns + Did-you thinke to weare | 

Your buckskin- e copes, and ſhake a garniſh'd f ſpeare, 

At your ſoft ſtraines > Or (whictrtrue valour ſcornes) | 

Meant you, at ſound of 7 Celeeanhornes, | | 

To cloſe your wanton + fights? The blows we deal 795 | 


8 


A 


Are ſharper, like our fury. Sinke to-hell 
Ye few, ye ore march'd Cowards;'Thuas he roares': 
Bur his tar'd ſpirits ſtop'd him : All the force ' - 
Of's threatning hand was loft: 'His footſteps faker'd : | 
His arme lets fall hisſhield, whoſe hew was alrer'd 800 
With drops of bloo&* a could fiveat'trickles downe) 
His panting breſt -:A blaody dewiſtands on 
His locks,and ans Ham ; Cre his grim brow, © (flow | 
Whole ſtreames, which ſpouted from their wounds, did | 
b Asj pre wands adyancagethem, which mukl ſbon after 

be cut 4 T hoo pres beak abt compendium to di- 
ſpendiunt. c The feſtivall of Bacchas, thus nanted, becauſe every third 
year they were performed, with the grezter ſoſemniry.' 4 The name of 6-4: 7 
theſe Sacrifices is ferel{'d from the Priefteffes fury, in whith rage A- | » 
{ gave ſlew Pantbens; 8; The Sacrificers ware looſe garments made of the | 
| gkins of beaſts, f T help Thirfs,dreſt abous with yineleavegwere.tharg d 

fantaſtically in the way of foites, at the ſound of their Muſick. s The | 
| plice whete the piper Hafoas challeng'd Apolls ; all winde Inftruments | 
| were invented there, þ The combates of adulterers, © © Lik 4410 
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Like as a Lion,when the ſhepheard*s fled, 
Preyes on Maſſilian ſheep : But when he's fed 
And pamper'd with their blood,which clots his mane, 
He ſtands i'th* midſt of o'th' flock, which he hath flaine, 
Tir'd, yawning, furfeited ; his rage does pawſe, 


A while, and laſhes tfaire with's cmpty jaws : 


Licking, with's loll'd-out tongue, their gentle fleeces. 
Now Tye full of blood, and glorious pieces 

Of ſpoiles, had ro Thebes in pormpe toth* view 

O'ch frighted Court: But thou didſt pleaſe to.ſhew 

Thy counſel}, i virgin-Palas,to his mind 

Inflam'd, and with his profprous fortunes blind. x 
Great branch of OZxeuss ſtock, whom we afford 

To-o'recome Thebes at & diltance ; ſheath thy ſword : 

Spare heav'n that's too propitious : Thou halt done 

Beyond beliefe mm - now be gone 

With fortunes choieelt gifts. There did remaine 

Onely the Thebane ' Meon yet unflaine; 

Unwilling to ſurvive them : (he fore-knew 


This fate, being 2 $kflfd in ev'ry bird that flew :} n | 


Nor feard he to forewarne the King ; but they 
Deſt to death, negleft what he could ſay. t 
He (wretthed creature) was condemn'd to live :' 
To whom grim Tate, this harſh charge did give. 
Thebane, what e're thou art, whom the next Sean 
Shall ſee repriv'd, by our compaſſion ; | 
Returne this to thy King: Entrench thy gates, 
Renew thy armes, view round thy wats defanles': 
But chiefly raiſe more men, leteagaine © 
Thy ſhatter'd troops: See how this ſpacions phate 
Reakes from my ſword. Such ſpirits alt ows bring 


# Called Yvitonia from the ffrich founraine Fritor, whete the 'firtt *| 
appeared. '& 1 a ber fifty champions 'whom thou haſt ffaine. þ Na- + 
med cither from Mamon a Baotian river, ot fon to that Hemon whio. was | 
inamour'd of Antigone, m Afamous Aufpex. 7. e. fortune-rdler,from | 
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or thee,kind Pallas, from the field of ter: 
And makes a heap of carkafles ; with laughter 
ounting his own afts : An ooake did grow 
ch' middle trench o'ch* field, which did not know 
he age when *twas firſt planted : A thick rinde 

ith crooked twigs,and ſuckers Hour it twin'd. 
ere helmets are hung up, and targets batter'd 

ith many ſtroakes ; here broken ſwords are ſcatter'd : 
Here bindes he ſhiver'd ſpears, he could recover 
Dur of their gaping wounds : Then ſtanding over 
His heap of armes and bodies, he begins ; 
Night and the Mountaine ecchoe to his Hymnes. 

Goddeſle of power, thy » Fathers braine and pride : 

Great Queen of war, whoſe cheekes a helme does hide 
With comely terrour ; whoſe ſterne brow is painted 
With o Gorgens blood : Mfarsis not more acquainted 
With bartels ; nor Be/lona ſhriller blows 
Her trumpets : be propitions to my vows. 
Whether thou leav't p Pardions hill to view 
Our ſlaughters ; or forſak'ſt thy joyfull crew 
Of Thebane q Ithones Nymphes, or kombſt thy haires 
Bedew'd in ry Tritons (treames, where two white mares 
Hurry thy war-like Charret ; We preſent 
Theſe broken ſpoiles now, and this pillage rent 
From our foes ſhoulders : But if e're we come 
To fee s Parthaons fields, and finde a home 
In : Plexren, then thy Temples richly gilc 
T'th loftielt ſtreets o'th” City ſhall be buile, 
Whence *twill delight, th* Jonick waves to ſpic, 
Mineros was borne of the braine of Fate. 6 Lend her thicd 
. i expediri ainſt Meduſ e refieion of it 
the _ a rye wir cameron. ba þ Athens dedicated to 
Pullss, where Pandionreign'd. g Severall Cities of this name, were in 
F tely, Breotia, Lydis, Theſſalis ; this of Beotia was deyoted to 
Alinery) y The Africk river where Triten uſed to bathe. s &/Etolie 
here be was borne. 8 An vEralien City, conſccrated to = 


o fight. This ſaid, he choſe an offering | L- 
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And boiſtrous Achelows paſſing by . | 
Th' « Echinades, where's azure waves'do raiſe 
The Ocean. Here will I paint the » baics 
Of our fore-fathers ; the majeſtick brow 

Of puiſſant Princes. Here will I beſtow 

Their Armes fixt to their Scutcheons: What theſe broiles 
Aﬀord me here, with all rhoſe other ſpoiles : 
Which thou ſhalt grant, when'Thebes is made our prizc. 
A hundred Calydonian vortaries, 

Shall wait upon thy virgin Altars, with 

Jy Athenean torches ; binding many a wreath 

From thy = chaſte tree, with white and purple tires. 

Here thy ag'd Prieſt ſhall feed a eternall fares ; 

Not ſearching thy cloſe þ myſtrics : Thou ſhalt bear 

The firſt fruics of our works in peace, and war, 

Without c Diana's anger. Thus he ſpoke, 

And to ſweet e-£-go-, itraight his journey tooke. 


z Three MlanJs of ſand wroughs up by the Sea, in the mouth of Ache> 
lous. w The ſtories of victories archeiv'd by them. x Pallas, Diara, 
and Veſta, the three virgin Goddeſſes. y Athens, named here from 
King Afeus, brought in the uſe of lights to the Sacrifices of Pallas. 
{ Either the Olive Minerus's gift,of which they wrought her gatlands: 
or that tree, which every fift year was devoted, on which they hung the 
fiſt fruits of all heiriecreaſes Jike the Romanc Verbena. « Io-this,pec- 
forming the office of the Veſtill virgins, who mighr not ſuffer their 
fire to go out without a prodigie. b Whether that of the Palladizon ler 
fall from heaven, which was death to prie into: / Or rather that of her 
ho of which there' was a ſtrong ſuſpirion with Yulsan, when 
. ricthouus, was borne. '« As once when ſhee ſent the boare inzq Cee 
tydonic f 
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Mzon reports #0th” King hs Captaines fall ; 
They dies himſelfe, denied his funerall - 
The howling Matrons run toth' bloody field 
To weep npon the dead. Mayors does yield (hindred 
t Joves command, toth' Thebane wars ; thongh 
py Venus pray'rs. Tydeus returning, endred 
65 aide to Polynices, who's affetFed (fed, | 
With's Brothers wrongs: Nor are his wounds nezle- | 
Oz Apheſas, the Prophets .Auguries F 
CA re taken : Capancus does them deſpiſe, | wo 
Argia does imploye her Fathers aide | 
Totb' war ; he grants the boon for which ſhe praid, py 


BY the perfidious Thebare Prince, forbcars 
All reſt, this « doubefull night ; though the moiſt ſtars 

{ a long race to morning : His 4 baſe a&t | 
Keeps watch about his ſoule ; and does exat 

Juſt puniſhment » Whilſt fear (which propheſics Ei 
The worſt of doubts) all her conjectures tries. ; 
Alas ! ſaies he, why ſtay they? (he did thinke 
jThe taske was cafie : Tyders needs mult ſhrinke, 

Ar ſight of ſueh a power ; nor did he weigh ; 

His courage with their Nambers)- did they ftray x9; » 
"Through ſome wrong path ? Is there an army rais'd 

From Greece to'sſuccour ?. or's the Rumour blaz'd | 
'Through neighbour Ciries, of our baſe arrempt ? | 

8 It was not yet diſcovered which fide was worſted, b Ofway-laying 
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20 No plates of braſſe. Ye ſluggards | which do faile 
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Were ſome few Cowards choſe fit far contempt, 
Great Father Aars 7 Chromu and Dorilas," 4 
The Theſpians too, true champions to,our cauſe, | 
Were there:whole Greece could not withſtand their armes:: 
And ſure he brought no guard of hidden charmes | | 


'oppoſe our darts; He wore no coate of mayle, 


Thus long o're one ! If battell yet be joyn'd. 

Thus various keates of rage giltra@ his minde, 

But above all he blames himſelfe, who ſpar'd 

The Legate when's Ambaſlage was declar'd 

Ith* Court : and did not quench that fire, in's blaod ; 

Now he'saſham'd, and in another mood 

Repents. As the Calabrien Pilot plowes 

Th' c Jenick, waves, where every ſhoale be knowes 

And crecke ; Intic'd out fretn the friendly ſhore, 

Cauſe the 4 Olenean Goat roſe cleere before : 

But when a winters ſtorme o'reſets him, all 

The ports flie ope, e Oriox does let fall YEE 

Huge tempcſts ; Then he longs for land, and rowes 

To ſhore amaine : Bue a ſtrong South-wind blawes _ 

Oth' ſterne to Sea : When leaving's sKill, he gricves, | 

And toth' blinde waves, himſelfc he blindly gives : | 

Thus troubled lies Eteocles, and blames Pp 

The flow-pac'd Light's not-yet-approaching beatues. : | 
But loe | when nights black ſtecds. their courſe had run, 

The ſtars went out,and f Tethys rous'd the Sun, _ 

Bathing ith' Eaſtern Sca : The wombe o'rh' Earth, | 

(As *ewege to give ſtrange prodigies a birth) | 


| 
| 


! 


} 
i 


© That bojſtrous part of the Mediterranean Sea, which lies,about the 4 
Adriatick traits. d A conſtellation , in honour to the Amalthean 
goat which nouriſhed Fupiter, whoſe firſt| rifing threatens Eoiftrous 
weather, bur cleares up hetore the fall. e The ſon which Fuptiter gave 
OE nopion without a wife, who ſlaine by Diana's Scorpion, was ttanf= 
peg! 59 Star ,which riſcth in the wer month of lanuary. 'f whoſe 
ap INE Licepes every nugy __— 
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embles, the OSY ftrooke :' h Citherons to 
Shakes off his hom the hils ſeem'd lifted up: F 
nd Thebes ſeav'n gates threatned to claſh together : 
The cauſe appear'd ; 5. _Meorn returned thither 
rom his could quarters, vext with k Fate, and fad 
Becauſe he liv'd : Nor yet the Dawning had 
ully diſcover'd him, But's lamentation, 
Was a ſure token of their deſolation. + 
And now his ſtock of teares were ſpent ; As when 
he heardſman comes from's paſtures back again, 
Spoil'd by the Country wolves, whoſe Maſters herd 
Was fled out of his Grove that night, afear'd 
Of ſtormes rais'd by the / blunted hornes o'th Moone : 
Next day their ſlaughter's ſeen ; Nor dares he cun 
To tell this newes at home, bur ſtrew'd with »» ſand 
He fils the Vale with's plaints,hating the land 
His » filent folds were pitch't on, and does roare 
For his loſt buls, which now he calleth o're, 
- Soone as the crowd of Matrons ſee him come 
' Toth' gates alone, without his troops, or ſome 
Oc'th valiant Captaines with him ; They (alas | ) 
Dar'd not to aske, but made an outcry ; As 
A City ſtorm'd wonld do, or ſeamen thour 
rmgs hag, toth' Maine. When he found our, 
To his defire, the hated King, ſaics he, 
Sterne Tydews recommends one ſoule to thee, 
One wretched ſoule, of all thy traine: If this 
Were the gods will, or Fortunes, or (which is | 
A ſhame to PO Ou unconquered might ; 
| 4, which relate it, ſcarce can thinke it right : 
g The Glabe of che Exrth, hanging ally poiſed in the aire, ſeemes 
- be ſtrooke by the Ocbe in comp Ie K; When it jars in an Earth- 
uake.  þ Bacchus his mouncaine covered with ſnow. #5 Spared in the 
booke by Tydeus to publiſh his vitories. k Who had thewed him 


a cruell favour. 1 Weather was prognofticared by the figure of the 
' Moone after her changes.. m A cuſtome praQtiſed by Chriſtians and 
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All, aMare dead : Witneffe ye ſtars above, 
My partners Ghoſt, and that 0 ill fate which drove 
Me back againe : No craft, nor teares did gaine 
This cruell pardon, lifes p diſhonour'd ſtaine : 
Bur the q command of heav'n and conſtant Fate 
Unchang'd from her decrees, or -Pluts's gate 
Late ſhut againſt me, did forbid my death 
$0 Would'ſt know, how prodigall I'me grown of breath, 
How little fearing hell > Then blood-hound hear : 
| Thouſſt rais'd a farall, a forbidden war. | 
| _ _ Whilſt in contempt of Lawes, and brothers right 
| Baniſh'd, a Scepter's _ thy delight, 
| $5 Aliſtof widow'd houſes fill'd with cries, 
And fifry » Ghoſts hov'ring before thine eyes, 
With horrcour, night and day, ſhall frighe thy mind, 
And be thy guard ; Nor will I ſtay behind, 
| With this the fierce Kings breſt was ſiyolne with ire 2 
| go His ſterne brows flanr'd, his blood was ſet on fire; 
"6 Straight, Phlegias and Labdacxs, prepar'd 
For all injuſtice ( Captaines of his Guard) - | 
Would force him from the preſence. But he had 
With daring courage, now unſheath'd his blade : 
95 Andſtaring on the Tyrant with an eye 
Glancing en's ſteele ; Thou halt not right (quoth he) 
To any blaod of mine ; Nor ſhalt thou ſtrike 
That breaſt which 7ydexs ſpar'd : I go to ſeeke 
Forbidden death with triamph ; and'am borne 
100 With s expeRation to my partners Urne. 
Heay'n and thy Brother plague thee, —— But this ſound 
Was ſtop'd with's blade, ſunke up to'th? hilts in's wounds 
He ſtrives againſt deaths pangs ; and doubling all 
His ſtrength c'a ſecond ſtroke, on's ſword docs fall. 
His trembling ſoule thus panteth, whilſt his bloud | 
Streames from his mouth and wounds in a double flottd, 
6 Bringing him back onely to periſh, p Ag nor worthy to dic amongſt 
his contederites. q Which asa Prophet he was beſt acquainted With, 
7 Thoſe of his Captaines, s Of his partners which fell before him- 
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The Nobles minds were-ſtrooke, and all the round 


- With lookes unchang'd by death ;his wife and friends 
| (Not long joy'd with his company) attends ; 
On's corps to's houſe. The Tyrant ſticks not here, 
But 1aterdicts his fur'ralls ; and (as 'twere 
| To make his fins compleat) in vaine does turne 
The Ghoſtthat felt it not, from's quiet Urne. 
But thou, whoſe Fate was great,as was thy ſoule, 

| Who, ne're to be forgotten,durſt controule 
Th'imperious King ; and pave a way in which 

Bleſt liberty might ride ! What verſe, what ſpeech 

Can raiſe thy name, as bigh as thy deſerts ? 
Thou God-delighting Prophet ! Heav'nly Arts 
Were not taught thee in vaine. eFpolo's ts baies 
Did well become thy brows. # Dodona's praiſe, 
That Queen of Groves,dies : w (/yrrha's Nymph wil dare, 
Now Phe#' is mute, to unreſolve our fear. 
' And now far diſtant from the Stygian coaſts, 
' Gor, take Elyfum ; which no 2 Thebaxe Ghoſt, 

But thine, may enter : where the Tyrants name 

Has no command. 4 His ſhape remaines the ſame, 

His limbes nntouch'd by rav'nous beaſts, and where 

He lay expos'd, the birds with awe forbeare. 

Bur wives, and Orphans, with ſad Parents, pred 

| Through all the plaines, and rocks, run who ſhould feed 
| Their eyes firlt, with their miſeries : (It was 
Aſad conteſt: ) whilſt many thouſands paſſe 
Along to comfort them: And ſome haſte on 
 Toſce what one man, in one night had done. 
The way reek'd with their ſighs : Their cries were heard 


#4 Dodona, where Foue gave anſwer by two Doves, fitting on his Oakes. 
w Where Apollo's e in the botrome of Pcruaſſus, was delivered by 
an antient maid. But this Prophet being dead, all Oracles would be 
| filent, 4 Becauſe of their laſt cowardly arrempt, 4 The Prophets bo- 
oy ofed now by the Kings command, 
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| Mutt'red their troubled thoughts. Whilſt he ſtill frown'd, 
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\ # The tree whence Afollo's Prieſts had garlands in honour of Daphne. 140 
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Through all the fields : But when thoſe rocks appear'd 
And that 6b unhallow'd wood ; (as if theirſhreikes 
Now firſt began, and tears firſt ſtain'd their cheeks) 
One generall our-cry's made: this ſight of blood 
Had kindled all their rage. Black ſorrow ſtood 
In mourning weeds, all torne, and mangled paps 
Inviting on the Matrons. They unclaſpe 
The beavers from their ſtiffned brows, and ſhew 
The bodies, as they found them, which they knew : 
Falling on friends and ſtrangers. One beſmeares 
Her locks with goare ; ſome cloſe the eyes : Her tears 
Are ſhed to bath his wounds : This plucks a dart 
With a vaine pity, from her husbands heart. 
Part fit the trunke limbs as they grew before, _ 
And joyne the ſhoulders to the head they bore. 

But de, mother to the Theſpran paire, 
Wandring i'th' braky fands, whoſe ſcatter'd haire 


155 Was tuck'd up ( as her double lofſe commands) 


In careleſſe matiner, having bath'd her hands 

Tth blood of her pale cheekes : Not wretched now, : : 
Now not unhappy : Fear and dread does flow 

From both her eyes. Thus, through the field of war 


160 And ſlaughter, powd'ring her negle&ed haire 


With dult ; ſhe ſeekes her widow'd joyes, and moanes 
Orreev'ry {laughter'd carkafle, for her ſons. 
As a Theſſal:a hag, joy'd with the newes 


Of ſome late c battell ; (From whoſe Countries uſe 
165 Sheehas learnd, to charme up, ſome departed wight) 


With d ſeare-branch'd-Cedar-torch-light e, in the night 
Tracesthe fields ; where ev'ry corpſe is toſt 
As't welters in its blood, to ſee what Ghoſt 


b Infamous as well for the monſter Sphinx, 48 for Tydew his ſlaughter. 
c Which might furniſh her with ſtore of carkaſſes. 4 Either to keep 
light the bercer, or that there wasa ſpall in the inſpication and cleavin 
of him, e Which beſides that they be oylie, ſem to Virgih, and 0 

to be of a m:gicall power, 
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To her commands, freelt it ſelfe engages, 
Whilſt the black Round complaines, and f. Pluto rages. 
{ Thoſe lay together, underneath the rock ; 
Happy, to fall the ſame day,by th' ſame ſtroke : 
| Their breaſts were pegg'd together with the ſpeare ; 
Which when her eyes ſaw, (having drop'c a teare) 
Sons, is't a Mother (faies oy that beholds 
Theſe your cloſe kiſſes ? Theſe your loving folds ? 
Has deaths too cruel! wit, thus coupled you 
Tth cloſe of life > Whoſe wounds feſt (hall I view? 
Whalſe lips ſalute ? Are you your Mothers glory ? 
My wombs beſt fortune > Which ſhould railc my ſtory 
{ To heav'n, outvying other g Matrons names ; 
Ah ! how much happier are thoſe coupled Dames 
{ Whoſe barren gs 1 n'ere call'd Zxcina down 
| To caſe their paines ? my paines my ills may owne. 
} Nor fell you nobly in the þ day of war, 
{ The talke of Nations, what things you did dare ; 
& Leaving a badge of honour to your Mother : 
{ You dicd a poor, baſe death, which night would ſmother, 
Could fo great blood ſteale without praiſe to th' grave ? 
Burt Ile not ſtrive to part you, or to have 
Your hands untwined as they lic embrac't : 
F| And breake your league of death. Goe Brethren, laſt 
Long, undiſtinguiſht ; when your bodies burne, 
And may your kinde Ghoſts mingle in your Urne, 
' Thy wife laments no leſſe Chroms for thee, 
| And Pemhens mother, ſad Aftioche, 
Having prepar'd the Fun'rals : You might gather 
From Phedrims infants, they had loſt their Father : 
Phyllews her ſpouſe, Marpiſſa weepes ; alas ! 
{ Whilſt ſiſters bath the bloody Achamas. 
. Now they lop'd downe the « wood, and ſhav'd the head 
- F Thattheir reſt and his dominion is thus diſturbed: g As Niobcs, 8c. 
(| © & Being ſhinc ina cowardly night skirmith, # 'To build funcrall piles 
| Sor their dead friends. : 
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O'th* neighbour hill, which witneſs'd this black deed, 
And faw their teares. But ſage eMlethes ſtood 
Before the piles, and whilſt no mourner could 
205 Bedrawnefrom their owne fires, his reverend age 
Seekes with theſe words their ſorrows to aſſwage. 
Our Nation ſeldome has been free from danger 
| By*ch' ſport of Fare, ſince the k S:4onian ſtranger 
Threw his curs'd ſeed in our Aonian plaines, | 
| 210 Whence new blades ſprung & fields affrighe their Swaines, 
| But Thebes ne*re wept {o loud, when lightning turn'd 
Old Cadmus | court to aſhes, where it burn'd 
By 7#no's counſell : Nor when Athamas 
Downe from the mount with fun'rall > ſpoiles did paſſe, 
215 Shouting for his halfe-dead Learchrs feares. | 
Nay Thebes was bath'd in no more fruifull teares, 
When tir'd » efgave's madneſle found reliefe, 
And ſtood amaz'd at her companions griefe. 
| The fate and miſchiefe of this ſingle day 
220 Is like the time, when N1obe did pay 
For her proud boaſts, where overwhelm'd with ills, 
She gives ſo many 0 corpſes to their piles. 
So left the people then the naked City, 
Whilſt aged Sires, and rankes of Matrons pity, 
225 That heav'n ſhould envy thus,and ev'ry p gare 
Was crowded with two Funerals : My Fate 
Then taught me, like my Parents to lament ; 
Although my years knew not what ſorrowes meant, 
|  Heavn wrought allthis : Nor griev'd I more becauſe 
| 230 Thefurious dogs, knew not their q Maſters face 


re rent mer ee ene Senn 
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k When Cadmus ſowed the Dragons teeth, whence the Gyants ſprung. 
1 When Funo counſelled Semele, to delire Foves majeſtick appearance. 
m Of his ſons dcad body. = Who in that fury tore her ſon Pentheus 
picce-meale. o Making a bold compariſon with Lators, ſhe loſt in one 
day fourtcen children. p Thebes the ſeven gared City, had two'corp- 
ſes carried through every gate. q Afemtorne by his hounds, for eſpy- 
ing naked Diana, | 
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andring by Delia's fountaines,where he ſpide , ; 235 
orbidden fights : or when thy blood did glide | 
reat y Queen, in new-{prung ſtreames : 'Twas the decree | | 
Of Fate, and Foves high pleaſure, Whereas we 11 
Are rob'd o'th' kingdomes pillars, all our power, . 
By one falſe Tyrants fault. Nor at this hower, 235 
Greece, how th* Ambaſlage was rejected, hears : 
And now, we thinke, we waile the workt of wars. | 
How ſhall the horſes foame 2 what ſweaty brows . | 
Will roule i*th* duſt > how red the Current owes ? | 
Green years will ſee this : Whilſt I may, will I 240 | 
Kindle my pile : and in my Country lie. 
Thus ſpake th'old FatheFt and much aggravates 

{ Etheocles his fin, whilſt he relates, 
{ His cruell, wicked purpoſe, which exe long 

Jult vengeance would purfic, Whattaughr his tongue 245 
{ This freedome He foreſaw his end was nigh, 
{ His dayes were ſpent, and he would bravely dic. 
{ The King of heav'a from's ſtately palace, view'd .. : 
| Theſe Nations firſt, in their owne blood imbru'd. | 
| And ſends poſt-haſte for Aſars, Who laying waſte 250 
Some s Thracian and 5 Getickrownes, did haſte 
| And drove his charret fariouſly, toth' skie : 

Lightning did creaſt his helme ; the gold did die 

On's cruell armes ; which quickaed with the ſhapes 

Of monſtrous beaſts, he {hooke ; Whilſt thunderclaps 255 

Crack heav'n:; a bloody-red light ſets upon 

His ſhield, whoſe envy [trikcs the diſtant Sun. - | 
When 7ove beheld him, puifing with his late ZAR "I 
Sarmarick paines, and ſwelling till with hate, | | 
And warr's huge Tempeſt ; Go, ſaics he, appeare ++ : 260, 
Through Greece, as th'art ; Nor ſword, nor anger clear, 


r Dirce 4rag*d by Amphion and Zetus, had her blood changed into 4 
fourtaine of her name, 5 Theſe Nations were ſo warlike, that Mars 
Was ſaid to be borne there, ; 
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Bid them 2 ſcowre up the rulty bits, and hate 
All, but thy ſelfe : Thee, in their lives eſtate 
Fi And fortunes : Breake delaies ; Caſhiere that » peace 
265 Wegave them. Thou maiſt fire heav'n if thou pleaſe ; 
Thou maiſt diſturbe my quiet. I have ſowne 
The ſeed of diſcord thus : Tyders does frowne 
At his returne, reporting the baſe a&t 
| Attempted by the King, fit to contract 
| 270 As baſe a war ; The treacheries which were laid, 
| And by his ſteele reveng'd : 'Tis thou muſt adde 
Credit to's words. Ye gods, which draw your line 
From me, diſſent not : Hope not, to decline 
My ſentence by your prayers : The black clew 
275 Octh' ſiſter. Fates has ſworne ; this day is due 


To Mars, from th' Earths firſtfabrick ; and thoſe are - 
A people deſtin'd, from their birth to war. 
But ſhould my juſtice finde you her gaine-faiers, 
Not to plague old offences in the heires ; 
'280 Witnefle yEternall Towers ; Thou Cabinet 
Of mine owne thoughts ; And what, as heav'n, I ſet 
In mine eſteeme, Thou cleare Elyz5an water | 
This hand ſhall 7 hebes, and her proud bulwarkes batter : 
Whoſe towers razd to the ground, on Greece Ie powre : 
235 Or turne them both, to poyloned Lakes, by a ſhower 
Of blood rain'd downe : Though w 7-xo in her armes 
Embrace her hils and Temples, mid{t theſe harmes. 
This ſaid, they trembling, doe their ſpeech forbear, 
/ _ _ And quell their thoughts, as if they morralls were. 
| 290 As when the windes 1n league, becalme the ſeas, 
, No waves forbid the ſhoare to {leepe at caſe 
The ſhady leaves, and clouds, are ſcorch'd with heat, 
Without a blaſt to coole them : Then the great 
And roaring lakes contra& themſelves : The Sun 
z Or after another edition,bid them diſturbe their idle league. u Theſe 


DO _ neyer quarrel'd before. w Concending lo earneſtly for them. 
1D, 1, 
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Drinkes up the ſtreames which now with filence run,' © © 295 
Har triumphs at theſe ſummons ; as he rides £7: 
| Orn's fiery wheeles, toth* left the reynes he guides. 
* And having reach'd his journey, Heav'ns aſcent, 
Venus does boldly fore his fleedes preſent 
 Herlſelfe : They ſtartling back, let fall their manes 305 
With reverence : She on their harnefſſe leanes ; 
» And glancing her moiſt eyes, makes this complaint : 
(Meane while his, ſteeds were fed with Adamant 
Which ſprung beſides her feet : ) Prepar'ſt thou war | 
For Thebes ? Doeſt thou, her lovely x Sire, prepare 395 
So kind a war ? And ſeckſt thou to deltroy 
Thy off-ſpring 2 Can't Harmonie, nor the joy 
Of heav'n, thoſe y weddings ; Can't my tears be heard 
To ſtop thy rage 2 Is this a juſt reward | 
For my « offence ? Left I my baſhfull ſpiric, 310 
And wore I 4 Lemniax chaines, that I might merie 
This boone ? Proceed. Byr 'tis another duty 
{ Wrong'd Vulcan payes ; whoſe anger ſerves my beauty. 
He would be glad, eternally to fiveat | | 
| In's forge, at my command : And nightly fit | 315 
f Watching at's anvile : He would hammer, Thee, 
# Evin Thee, a ſuite of armes. Yet Thou —— Bur I 
Thinke by my teares, to melt a rockie heart, 
A heart of brafſe. This onely this impart 2 
I beg it : Why didſt cauſe my childe to take $90 
A T yvian ſpouſe, and fatall wedlock make ? | 
| Thy boaſt was, that thoſe champions of Tyre, 
Though ſprung from 4 Vipers, challeng'd 7ove, their Sire ; | 
| Brave lively ſpirits, Oh that my girle had joyn'd 
To a Northern blade, of the c Sithonian kind, 325, | 


x Being father to Harmione, the wife of Cadmus, y Where all the gods | 
threw in their offerings. F Of playing the adulterefſe. « Which Pul- 
6au forged to enſnare them. b When Cadmis ſowed the ſerpents teeth. 
6 Thc Northerne part of Thrace, named from its King Sithox. 


j S$tati: Thebaid. Lib. Ill. 


Beyond thy Thrace. I't not enough diſgrace, 
Queen Yenw's daughter d creeps upon the grafle, 
And ſpits her poyſon in th' 7/yrian coalt ? 
Bur now a Nation undeſerving's loſt. 

330 The Warriour could no longer bear this waſte 

Of teares, but handling's ſpeare, leaps downe in haſte 
From's lofty Chariot ; where his buckler meets her 
With rough embraces, and thus kindly greets her. 

Thou ſweet refreſhment from my warlike toyles, 

335 My ſoules content ; whoſe beauty only foyles 

My darts, *mong[t gods or men ; who ſafely charm't 

My fomung ſteeds, and this right hand difarm'ſt : 

I ha'nt forgot tl'alliance Cadmm claimes, 

Nor thy dear Love : (Let me not bear theſe blames 

Unjuſtly : ) ſooner Ile be drenchd in hell, 

And driv'a difarm'd to the pale Furics cell, 

But now the Fates decree, and Foves command 

I muſt obey (Thy Yzlcan has no hand 

", Fit for ſuch ſervice : ) How dare I oppoſe 

| 345 Poves pleaſure, or contemne what hee'l impoſe ? 
When late he ſpoke, heav'n, earth, and the vaſt deep 
(Strange power ! ) ſtood trembling : Nay the gods did 

" And hid themmſelves,though of his ranke:Yet, dear, (creep, 

Be not poſſeſs't with a deſpairing fear: 

3 59. Since there's no change, Ile an afliſtant ſir 
Toth' Thebane armes, when both their hoſts ſhall meet 
Under the 7 ria» wals : Then ſhalt thou ſee 
Me, burry through the field of blood, and be 

A terrour to the Grecians, with more joy. 

| $3933 No law, nordeltiny does this deny. 

+ This ſaid, he whups his horſes through the skie : 

| | 70m thunderbolrs do not more ſwiftly flic 

| o th' diſtant Earth, when on the ſnowy head 

Of e Othrys, or cold e Offa he does tread ; 


4 Hermione when with Cadmus the was transformed into a ſnake. eTws 
mountaines of that eminent height, that their rops are bid within the 


. 
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And armes his hand ith clouds : Downe fall his darts * 366 | 3 
bearing his fad commands ; Their ſparkeling, ſtarts | 
2 Univerſe, ſhould they a drought infer 
Toth' Earth, or (hipwrack to the Mariner. ' 
ow Tydews did his wary ſteps recall 
oth* Grecian plaines, and ſweet Proſymmna's dale : 365 4 
is lookes affright ; his haire with duſt abounds ; 
(howre of ſweat fals into's open wounds. | 
is eyes looke red with watching; thirſt contrats 
is drawn-up mouth: his mind feeds on his acts, 
nd breathes his laſting fame. Juſt ſo, comes back _» 
e puſhing bull to's paſtures ; with his neck | 
nd deawlap,and torne ſhoulders drench'd in gore 
Df's owne, and's enemies blood : Though tir'd before, 
is courage riſes now : His pride does grow 
rom ſight of's mangled breaſt : His conquer'd foe 375 
ies roaring, as he tumbles on the ground, 
ich bids him ſlight the anguiſh of his wound. 
Whus he returnes ; and as he paſs'd, enflames : | | 
Ihe Inland townes, betwixt f eAſopmes ſtreames 6 
And e-F-gos : Every where diſcourſing, how 
Himſelfe Ambaſſadour from Greece did goc, 
To aske for baniſh'd Polymces right : 
WVhere he endur'd ſuch force, fo black a night, 
Chat craft, thoſe treach'rous armes combin'd together, 385 
By th* Tyrants charge, who'l not reſigne to's brother. 
The people ſoone beleeve him ; Mars prepares 
{cir credulous ſouls, and Fame does raiſe their feares. 
ce entring on a ſodaine at the gate, E 
What time Adraſtes and his Nobles fate 390 
Parliament : ) cries out, at th* Palace doore : 
me,Arme my ſparkes; and thou great Soveraigne power 
Which ruleſt Greece ; if any res blood - 
Doc ſivcll thy veines ; to Armes ; All that is good 


380 


g A river in the utmoſt borders of Beotia. 
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295 And right, all thoughts of heav'n are fled from men : 
More ſafely, I a Legate might have been 
To th' greedy Scythiens, or that bloody g theife 
Of the Bebrician wood. Nor do I grieve 
Or check you for commanding : Iam glad 

aoo I'm glad I went, and prov'd what ſtrength they had 
In guilty Thebes. Truſt me an Army back'd .. 
With night and craft, beſieg'd me, in a tract 
Of ground I knew not, naked ; yet in vaine : 
As they had gone ſome fortreſſe to obtaine, 

4o5 Or well-fenc'd towne, appointed Cap-a-pe, 
And arm'd with plots, they came Cencounter me. 
There weltring in their blood, before the wall 
O'ch h empty City. Now's the time to fall 
On our affrighted foes, when they have made 

410 Their fun'rall piles, ere I ungraſpe my blade : 
Though tir'd with ſending fifty ſoules toth* grave, 
My wounds not cleans'd, and bleeding, yet I crave, 
Let's march away. Th' amazed Greciars riſe, 
But firſt the Thebane meets, with downe-calt eyes : 

415 I am accurs'd of heav'n, who guilty view 

»Thy wounds, untouch'd my ſelfe : Was this my duc 
At my returne, dear Brother ? was this ſtrife 
 Level'd at me ! O baſe deſire of life ! 

Wretch ! that I ſhould deny this crimſon 5 ſtaine 


422 To my falſe Brother. But, may you remaine 


Long bleſt with peace : A ſtranger ſhan't beget 
Your trouble : Neither ha's my fortune yet 
Swell'd me ſo high, but that I know what ſmart-. 
And griefe it is, trom wife and babes to part, 


425 And Country : No diſmembredfamily, 


Nor penſive Matrons eyeThall ſquint on me. 


g Amycus, who challenged all travailers to combate in the Birhynian + 
woods,and there rifled and murthered them. þ Which had loſt fifty of 
her beſt commanders. i Of becomming a parricide in murthering his 


brather, 
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He goe reſolv'd for death, a my ſpouſe- 
Father-in-lav againe ſtop my vowes. | | 4 
This life to Thebes, and to my brother's due, I 
Aad Thee, great 7yde«s. Thus his ſpeeches ſcrew 1” any || 
Into their mindes, whilſt he windes in his & prayers. | 
—whare prog ay mov'd m ſpleen ; In teares 
yle their griefe.One purpoſe does ingage 
The breaſts of all ; both and ſuch whe win ; 
m_ _ cheir ſpirits - _ _ riſe as on?, 430 
; And call in neighbours help ; and ſtraight be gone. | 
| But brave Adraftu, who "4 be ater rnDntr 
A Scepter, cries, Let / heav'n and me decide 
This matter. Neither ſhall th*Uſurper live | f 
| Without revenge; nor you too haltic give 435 
| Promiſe for war. But now let's entertaine 
T ydens, ——_—_— o're ſo many flaine : 
Whoſe gallant ſoul from reſt may finde reliefe : 
Reaſon ſhall moderate us in our gricfe. 
The Peeres were ſtruck with this, his wife grew pale: 440 
| Glad 7ydexs now ſurrounded by them all, 
$# Wearied with's war, and travailes, was repos'd 
8 I'th midſt o'ch hall ; his back to a pillar clos'd : 
| Whilſt »s Epidanrian Idmon baths him, who x | 
# Was skill'd i'th' Surgeens launce, and ſimpling too. 445 
| He taken up with lofty thoughts, diſcourſes 
The cauſe o'th' jar, how they reply'd in courſes; 
In what place way-lay'd him -at what hower; 
What Captaines came againſt him, of what power ; 459 
Who pur him hardeſt to't : Then he relates, 
How he ſpar'd Meon,to report their fates. 
The round of Nobles, with the King's amaz'd, 
To hear't : The baniſh'd Thebares Ipirit's rais'd. 


| Cloſely i aſſiſtance which he ſcem'd to pray againſt. 
1s Ir being ns106 to wage War , without conſulting the Gods. 

xn - Called {o from a Grecian City of that name, which bred &/E ſcula- 
Wins the inventor of medicine. | 
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The Sun deſcending toth* Heſperien ſhoare, 
Had loos'd his fiery ſteeds, and waſhes ore _ 
Their glitt'ring manes i'th* Ocean : He was met 
By Nerex: traine, and th* Howres with nimble feet, 
Theſe take the reines off ; and th' imbroydred crelt i 
Of's Crowne, they unharneſſe their chaf'd.back and breſt, | 
Some lead his ſteeds to paſture, when they're coole, 
Some ſet the Chariot up, and mount the pole : 
Night comming on compoſeth humane care, | 
And ſtops the wilde- ranging : heav'n does weare © | 
A fable robe : All do partake this boone, | 
Except Adraſt, and his Thebaxe ſon. 

For Tae: flept ſecurely, whilſt the Theame 

Of's valour was preſented in his dreame. 

And now the god of war, this yloomy night 
Clatters his ſtecle ; and though he do affright, 

Yet he allures their ſoules, through all the bounds 
Of Arcadie, and the Nemean townes : 

Toth' top of Tenarns, and » Therapne bleſt 

With Pheb's great preſence. Rage and anger dreſs'd 
His horſes manes : Terrexr his Squire, does uſe 

The reynes ; and Fame, which watches every newes, 
Colle ng various tumults, and drivia on 

Byth* horſes breath, turnes his Poſtilion : 

And ſhakes her quivering wings with ſounds of fear, 
Forc'd on byth' bloody whip o'ch* Charioteer, 

To ſpeake both truth and falſhood : Th'angry god 
Laſhes her back-parts with a Scythian rod. 

As windes ſet by their Captaine Neprwne free | 
From their &olian gaole, before him | 
Intoth* o </Egean fea: whilſt ſtormes and clouds $5 
Sad company, and gloomy winter crouds 
About his wheeles ; and ugly Tempeſts, hurl'd 
From the torne Center of the ſcatter'd world. 


n A Lycian City dedicated to Apollo. o From &/£geus, an Athcnian, | 
who drowned himſelf here, in deſpaire for hisſon Theſes, | 


78 © Statis Thebaid, Lib. III. 
The p Cyclads then feel their foundation ſhake ; 
Delos feares 4 Myrone will her forſake, 

And q Gyarw ; and does implore the aide, | 
And claims the promiſe, her great » Nurſe-child made. 495 
> Now the ſeventh morning courted heav'n and carth, 
Giving the -dayFrom her fair lips a birth ; | 
»When the - old King, from's privy chamber came, [ 
Much doubtfull, mach diſtrated with the name 

Of war, and's fiery ſons :* He can't reſolve, 500 
Whether to be their Generall, and involve | 

The nations in their quarrell ; Or refraine 

His raging brelt, and theath his ſword againe. 

This way ſweet peace provok'd ; then he's aſham'd 

Of lazy caſe, and's ſubjedts all inflam'd 505 
{With freſh deſires of war :'Bur yet, at laſt 

His doubts are clos'd with this ; He'l go, and taſt 

The Prophets minds, and try what th' : Altars meanc, 

Which beſt diſcover truth. This was thy Scene 

# Amphiaraus, with old Melampur joyn'd = 5ro 
82» Amithaons fon, who flouciſh'd ſtill in mind, 

And Pheb's great preſence ; *Twas a donbt it ſeems 

/Who belt belov'd, drunk moſt of x {rrha's [treams. 

F They try the Gods, with entrails firlt, and blood 

FOf cattell ſlain ; whoſe ſpeckled hearts withſtood : F515 
And (hrivel'd veines ſpoke miſchief to their feare : 

& Yet they'l abroad and gucſſe y i'th open ayre. 


þ Fifty chree lictle Iſlands in the e&/E gem fea. q. Two of the Cy- 
clades, incompaſſing and ſecuring Ddes. r Apollo who in recompence 
eo the Iſland which he him up, ſecured it from winds and tem- 
pelts, s Adreſtu2n here from Pcrſcus, who once ruled over Ar- 
$0. : One grear part of divination being made, by looking on the 
E {acrifices there ſJain. « Eck his ſon, who was both Prophet and 
Captain in the war, {lain afterward. - w But ſon-in-law to King Pre- 
245, upon compagt of reſtoring his daughters the Pretides to their for- 
mer ſhapes. x Where Apollo was worihipp'd, where they drunk in the 
Art of divination, - y* The two other kinds of ſoothlaying from the 

Right and chirping of che birds. 
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There was a mount, whoſe daring top did paſſe 
The clouds ; the Grecians call it z Apheſas; 
Once ſacred to the Argives: Hence 'tis faid 
Swift Perſeus took his flight, and did invade 
The heav'ns : His frighted « mother ſaw his feet 
Part from the rock, and would have followed it. 
Here came the Prophets, having deckt their browes 
And ſacred locks, with garlands made oth' boughs 
Of the white Olive ; when th* appearing Sun 
Moilſtned the fields, and bid the froſt be gone. 
And firlt þ OEclides thns invoketh heav'n : 
Almighty ove, from whom all pow'r is givin 
To th' winged crew,that birds know what's to come, 
Diſcovering heav*ns advice, and ſecret doome : 
Not © Cyrrha's Oracle ſpeaks the God more plaine, 
Not the d Chaonian oakes, which men do feigne, 
Doe anſiver thee, Though dulty e Hammon fret ; 
And th f.Patarean lots contend, or yet 
Niles g Oxe, or h Bronchus equall to his Father, 
Or watry P/a's i ſwaines, when they doe gather 
Pans nightly anfiwer's in the dark ; Thoſe ſouls 
Are moſt enrich'd, ro whom thy lucky fowles 
Great k 7ove,are ſent : Strange | whence this honour came 
To birds : 'tis ancient. Either when the frame 


{ A Cilician mount, whence Perſcus took his flight, when he went 
for the Gorgons head. a Danae. b Amphiaraus. c Neer which A-- 
pollo had his ipeaking Tripos. 4 A country of Epirus where Doves on 
the boughs of oaks, delivered Oracles from Fupiter. e& In the defarrs 
of Africa, Fupiter appearing to thirſty Liber in the fimilitude of a ram, 
and diſcovering water, had a temple built, which he honoured with his 
Oracle. f At ycianCiry where Apollo had an oraculous Temple. 
£ Apis a good King, ſince honoured for a God under this ſhape, who 
pives them hig mure Oracles by the willing acceptance of his ment. 

Apollo's ſon, who had a Temple built to him in the City Poſſideum. * 
# The Viſzan ruſticks, being (as it were) Paus Organ-pipes, which- 
nightly he inſpires. k Named Dias from that name of Crete, where: 
he was brought up, 
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D'ch* world was moulded our o'ch' Chaos;then 
The great Creatour gave it ; Or, once { men 
icy chang'd their ſhapes, and choſe t inhabit in 
he aire : Or their pure climate, where no ſin 545 
Does neſtle, whilſt they ſeldome touch the earth, | 
Has them cruth ; Chicfe power, which gav'it a birth 
0 all chings,Thou knowſt beſt. Vouchſafe from heav'n 
To let us know whart paines, what fate is giv'n 
oth' Grecian battailes : If th'unchanged Powers 550 
Decree, that we thall force the Thebane Towers 
Diſcover't with wv a left-hand crack : Let birds 
I'ch aire conſent to'r, chirping hidden words. 
If thou deny't ; here ſtop us ; Cloud the day 
With right-hand ſhoales : This ſpoken, he does lay 555 
His limbs 0*th* rock ; where,to more gods he crics 
Unknowne, and looking ltedfaſt » dimms his eyes. 

Thus having parted 'twixt them all the skie, 
Their eyes and mind in ev'ry Coaſt do prie : 
Ar laſt CIelampns cals : do'ſt thou not ſee, 569 
Ampbiar ans, ander heav'ns Canopy | 
There's no bird makes a proſprous flight ? There's none 
Hovers with cleare wings in this region ? 
There's none flies clapping with a luckie ſound ? 
© Apollo's o black companion can't be found, 565 
= Nor th' p Eagle bcaring lightning, nor the Owle 
= Anervas howling 7 bird is in the Shole. 
i The beſt diviner here's a Valtur, or 

Some ravenous Kites, aloft triumphing ſoare. 
3 According to the orcan fancy © igration of ſoules. 
m All Omeas ar yn the - dei) — firſt to the 
_— whence they came : if from the left it was proſperous, 

from the , unlucky. n So intentive to the diviſions of the hea- 
vens,that he his &yes from beholding any thing. o The Crow 
ch by Apollo for his Corenis (ike, and ever ſince atrending on his 
Oo Becauſe row mellenger. q Ny#imene chang'd ro an Owle 


for inceſt with her » was admitted a nightly attendant on Diane. 
All theſe were proſperous birds. 
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Imagine theſe are-y Grecian Caprains : They 


| r Named here from Thymbra, where he was ring (6 { Which 
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A monſtrous flight 1 heark, what a diſmall skritch 

They make ith* clouds ; what groans the night-birds fetch! 

Whar ill prefaging tunes, the Scritch-owles holloe |! 

Mult we, theſe firſt portents of miſchief follow ? 

Shall theſe impropriate heav'n, bleſt| » Pheb'? ſee where * 

Their hook'd clawes doe their bloud y faces teare, | 

Their wings doe bcat the wind, whole clapping ſound 

Reſembles ſobs ; Their feather'd breaſts they wound. 
Then he proceeds, I've oftentimes endur'd 

Heav'ns ominous tokens, ſince I went aboord 

In the Theſfalian s bark, ſcarce paſt a child, 

Among thoſe royall : demi-gods, who fill'd 

Their fouls with wonder, when I did declare 

The fate of Sea and Land ; aſoz gave care 

To mine, as much as « TMopſzs's prophelies, 

When doubts aroſe : But never yet the skies 

Seem'd ſo prodigious : never ſo great feare : 

Yer more's a comming- Mark, in that bright Spheate 

Of heav'n a thouſand {ans have clos'd their ranks ; 

Whither byth' North- wind blown from w S:rimons banks, 

Or rruitfull le has ſent them : Here their flight 

Is (topp'd ; think theſe preſent Thebes to thy fight. - 

For (ilent in a quiet round they're ſer, 

As if they were entrench'd with walls. But yet * 

A ſtronger troop mounts through the aire : I ſpic 

Sev'n golden » Birds of ove, in truumph flic ; 


Have entred the Swans circle, where they prey * 
With their hook'd talons on their flaughter'd foes; - 


carried Faſon and his Argonauts to Colchos. 8 As the Argonaurs, all 
ſons to Kings, were afterwards accounted. u Apolly's ſvn moſt exqui- 
ſire in Sooth-ſayings, and intimare with Faſo. w A Thracion river 
abounding with Swans, where they are thought ro be coloured with 
inow, x The king of birds, Eagles,whv attend of Fupitcr. 7 For that 
number went to the Thebaue wars, 
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d claſpe'theirclawes, at more. Burt ſee, it blowes, 610 
a rains. down drops of bloud : the day is dreſt 
In plumes: How foon 7oves anger has diſtreſt 
e conquering party ! = He, which ſoar'd ſo high, 
Scorch'd with'the Suns quick beams do's fall and die. 
« T'others forſaken by his tender wings, 615 
11ſt he'mounts after ſtronger birds : 4 This clings 
bouthis foe, and falls together ; c He 
urns back, and flies from's partners deſtinie, | 
&, re's d one, wrap'd in a Tempeſt; falls: And e he 
Dies feeding on his living Enemy. 629 
Their bloud kas ſtain'd the clouds. Why doit thou f ſteal 
Seft tears, Melampr ? I diſcover well, 
Who falleth now. Thus, fearfull of th'event, 
And g feeling what their viſions did preſent ; 
The Prophets ſtand affrighted, Now they grieve 625 
They'ntruded *mongſt the birds, and: withour leave 
Screw'd into heay'ns delignes : Anon they hate 
The anſw'ring Gods. What fury did create 
This eager Love in mortalls, to. make known 
Things yet to come 2 Was't heav'ns gift ? or theirown 630 
Ambitious thoughts, content with no eltatec ? 
We ſearch the birth, and end of time ; what fate 
& The higheſt þ Pow'r, and hardned deſtinies 
& Determine for us. Hence we caſt opr eyes 
F On entrails, liſt'ning co the birds diſcourſe ; 635 
| We trace the ſtars, and reckon 5 Phabe's courſe ; c 


x Betokening C. , who conteſting with Fupiter, was ſlain with 
| lightning. « Parthenopens deſiring to accompliſh things beyond his 
- age, b ; Pebpan who died upon his brother. c Adraſius, who onely 
returned. ' 4 Hippomedon, o'rewhelmed- in a river. ce Tydeuseat up 
Mcnalippus his brains, who g:ve him his deaths wound: f Amphiaraus 
replies to Mclampus whoſe voice was ſtop'd with tears, upon light of the 
Ja Eagle falling, which Amphiaraus interprets of himſelf. g So ſure, 
as if they already felt it. þ Called Cwelopexs of Mathematicians. z Ac- 
cording to whole increiſe or decreaſe, their ſpel's were more or leſſe 
powertull, 
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And ufe & Theſſalianarts. The Golden Age 

Of our forefathers never durſt preſage 

Thus boldly : [They were borne of ſtamps of rocks, 
And only labour'd to encreaſe their ſtocks 

In woods or tillage. Mortals may not ſtrive þ 
To know to morrow's doome: And yet we dive, 
(Poore Vulgars) in Heav'ns ſecrets : hence our Lies; 
Feares, Anger, Craft, immodeſt hopes atiſe. 

The Prophet therefore tearing from his brows 

His garland now diſcharg'd, without his boughs 

Of honour, leaves tunlucky mountaine : Where 
The noiſe of war and trumpets greet his eare : 

For diſtant Thebes boyl'd in their breaſt; He brooks 
Neither the Kings diſcourſe, nor Peoples looks, 

Nor the Peers meetings : Hid in's fecret Cell 

The Gods ads he refuſes to reveale. ' 

Thy ſhame, Melamprs, and thy cares retain'd 
Thee in the »s Country. Twelve daies » he refrain'd 
His tongue ; whoſe ſilence, Prince arid People holds 

In doubts. But Zoves command now chafes their ſouls : 
Whole towns and countriesſtraight nnpeopled lic ; 
Cars preft a thonſand troups : With joy they flie 
From houſe, and lovely brides, and infants tears, 

At home; The God tid ſo poſleſle their fears. | 
They pluck down weapons from their Grandfires halls, 
And charriots faſtned ro the Temple walls. 

Then burniſh they their ruſty darts, and fet 
Their canker'd ſwords for ſlaughter, whick they whet _ 
On ſtones to glaze them. Some fit their ſmooth Creſts, 
And buckling braſs-feam'd Corſlets on their breaſts, 
They try their crackling Coats of nhaile ; theſe bend 
Their Cretian horns : Some, hooksand plow-ſhares ſend 


e 


"' 


& Magicke there, wis moſt in praQiſe by the raiſing of Ghoſts. 
! When Dertcalion ailviſed by.the Ocacle, threw his V.others bones be- 
hind him. & Being both a Phyſician and a Propher, # Amphiarans: 
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Toth' forge, with ſpades and harrows, where they glow : 
Some do not ſtick, to cut down ſpears which grow 
n conſecrated proves; cov'ring their ſhields 
ith o skins of Oxen, which have plough'd their fields. 
They break int' Argos next, and roar out war 
t the Kings dore ; their Clamours reach as far 
Tyrrhene waves : or when p Enceladus. 
Nefires to change his ſide : the mountain thus 

unders within its fiery caves : the to 
omits huge Cinders, which begin to ſtop 

e channell next q Pelorxs ; thi Iland 7 then 
Divided now, hopes to be joyn'd agen. | 

And now the hot defire of war did ſeize 

The ſoul of Capaners, long tir'd with peace ; 
Whoſe bloud was ſtream'd from noble veins ; but he 
Ourftrips his grandfires afts : Long liv*d he free 
In his contempt of heav'n, negle& of right, 
A daring ſoul, where Anger did excite. - 
Like one of ſhady / Pheloes tenants, and 
Amongſt : th'&tnean brethren fit to ſtand. 
Before thy dore, Amphiarans, where 
The crowd of Captains, and mad valgars were ; 
Argivez, he cries, what ſluggiſhneſle does tame 
| Your ſpirits > And you Grecians ; is't not ſhame 
& So many arm'd, couragious nations wait 
# At one poore Citizens oraculous gate ? 
8 Should Pheb' himſelf (what ever fears of men 
# And fame has madehim) from's inſpired den 

{ Within the hollow top of # C577ha, mutter ; 

0 Whence of old a ſhield was called corizon bovis. p One of the Gy- 
| ants who attempting heay'n, was ore-whelmed by Fove under this 
mountaine of @'E 114, and there broyled. q_ A Sicilizn. promontory, 
{ lying over againſt Scylld's gulph. r Sicily once joyned to the conti- 
} nent of Ttaly, and rent from it by the violence of the waves. f A 
| woody mountain of Theſſaly where the Centaures inhabited, 8 The 


 Cyxdops which wotk in their ſhop of @£rma. u The place where the 
2 Oracle was delivered by——— 
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I'de ſcorn to ſtay, till his pale w wench could utter 
Her ridd'ling terrours ; courage and this ſteel 


690 Areall the Deity's to which Ile kneel, 


Call out the Prophet with his juzlings, now : 
Or Tle make triall what his birds can do. 
The Grecian bands do ſhout for joy, and crown 
His rage with their applauſe : x O Eclides ſoon 
695 Was forc'd to make appearance ; but his breſt 
Was with another y ſourſe of cares opprelt. 
T leave not my dark Cell, faith he, for fear . 
Of this raſh young mans clamours, though he bear 
Mad threatnings in his tongue : another fate 
700 Mult cloſe my life, which cannot take a date | 
From & morrtall hands. *Tis your Love, and the God 
Too pow'rfull in me, bids me ſpread abroad 
Theſe ſecrets : Sadly, Fle diſcover all, | 
You mult expe to happen. Neither ſhall 

705 My words move thee, fierce. a man: Apol{o's den . . 
To thee alone is filent. 'Wretched Men ! 

Why, why d'ee take up armes ?/ the Fates, and heav'a 
Reſilting. Whither have the Furies driv'n 
Your blinded ſouls ? Are lives ſo burdenſome ? 

710 Argos {o odious > Nothing ſweet at home | 
Slight ye heav'ns ſignes > Why did ye-make me paſic, 
With trembling ſteps toth*. rop of 6 Apheſas, 
Tiintrude int? heav'n ? I might have liv'd like you, 
Not knowing the black daies that ſhall purſue 

715 Ourarmies: Nor mine own, nor others doome ; 

Nor th' Omens, ſeen: ( Witneſle thou ſecret womb 
O'th' world, that counſel'dſt me ; ye chirping birds 
And thou c Thymbrens, liſtaing ro my words 


own deſtruction occaſioned by his wives pride. { Being ſwallowed 1 


by the earth. 4 Capaneus. b Called the Perſcan mountain, becauſe 


Perſeus took his flight from thence. c Apollo, as before. 


\ 


w His Enthcan Propheteſſe an aged maid, pale and frantick, when 
ſhe was polletſed. x Amphiarazs the ſon of OEcleus. y Fore-lecing his 
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More gently heretofore ) Prodigious fignes 
Of ruine, I bekeld ; Mens baſe deſignes 
Were ſeconded byth' Gods d: Furics did mock, 
And e Lacheſss tore lives off from her rock. 
Lay down your armes: God has your rage withſtood 5 
God has withſtood. Is't ſport, with captive bloud 
To water Cadmus f tilth, Aonian plains ? 
But why do Iloſe my fong ? why take I pains 
To drive back fixed chance ? There's no releaſe, 
We g mult go, Here he fighs and holds his peace, 
But Capaxers replies'; Prophet, on thee 

Light all thy madnefſe, and thoſe plagues ; to be 
The Governour of þ naked «rg0s ; where 
May no s field-Mufick rattle in thy eare. 
Why ſtop'ſt thou nobler Spirits? - Is*t forſooth 
For us, to ſaffer thee to hug thy ſloth 
At home ? r'cnjoy thy foolilh birds, and ſon, 
And wife > But unreveng'd forget, what's done 
To gallant Tydexs, and the league they break ? 
But if the Grecians may not fight, go:ſpcak, 
As a new Legate, to the Thebanes ; ſure ' 
Thy holy k Garlands will thy peace ſecure, Os 
Shall th' hidden canſe, and ground of things, be given 
# Byth' ſtars at thy command ? I picty.heav'o, 
If pray'rs or charms can move it, Why do'ft fright- - -- 
i Yet now, rage on ſecurely ; bur when firſt, nnd qo 
© Tfralarme is givin, and we ſhall quench our thirſt 
{ In helmes, full of / 7/mexe, or | Dirce's water, . _ . 

{ Beware of mecting then, when we breath Naughter 


re 


Diſtafie, the clue of life was feigned to be ſpun. f The land where be- 
{ fore he had ſown his ſerpents teeth. g 1r b:ing ſo derermined by the 
{ deſtinies. þ When all the men are gone out to war. # Called here 
| Tyrrhcne, becauſe they were the firlt inventors of Trumpets. k Troni- 


ij c-lly, becauſe he was a Propher. | Thebane ſtreams, 


& Dull ſluggiſh ſouls ? Fear firſt, gave'Gods their height»: /-/ 
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d As Venus aſſiſting the Thebanes, Funs the Grecians. © On whoſe 


730 


755 


760 


765 


170 


Q% 


Statii Thebaid, Lib. ITT. 
Harneſs'd toth* battell : think not a croſfe bird, 

Or wind, ſhall make that batrail be deferr'd. 

This wanton Mitre then were belt be gone, 

And terrible Apo/lo's madneſſe, None 

But I, and ſuch as I am, daring men, 

Shall divine there. A\ſhout was rais'd agen, 

By ſuch as did incourage him : which flies 

With a vaſt tumule, underneath the skies. 

Like a ſwift torrent, which do's nimbliet floiw 
With fpring-tydes, or the hils diflolving ſnow, 
When it ore-ſpreads the plains, maugre the ſhoares 
Reſiſtance ; there tempeſtuoally it roares 
*Mongſt buildings, corn, flocks, men : At laſt *ris ſtop'd 
Againſt a hill, or with [teep banks o'rctop'd. 

Theſe Captains quarrels here the night did part : 
Bat poor e-L-gia with a penfive heart 

Bearing her husbands grief, and pittying their 
True Fellowſhip in ſorrow, with her hair 
Diſhevel'd, as it was ; and furrow'd checks, 

Into her Fathers lofty Palace breaks. 

Carrying mz Theſſander at her breaſt ; when night 
Dif-mantled at ch'approaching of the light : 

And » eArtes ſeeing th'other ſtars dechne 

Toth' Sea, do's envy. When ſh/had enter'd in, 
And kneel'd before her reverend Sire, ſhe ſaies - 
You know, dear Father, ſhould I hold my peace, 
Why thus with tears, without my ſpouſe, ith night 
I come into your preſence : By that right 

Our births may challenge : by your ſelf, I fwear, 
He did not bid me : *cwas that waking care, 

And ſleep diſturb'd with fighs, fince Hymen plighted 
Our faiths, and 7-90's fatall torch was lighted. - 


m Polynices's young ſon. 1 The North ſtar,once Caliſts, Fovcs har- 
Jot, who is forbid to bath in the Ocean by Thetis,, ar Fuxo's command, 


.16 


whoſe Nurſe ſhe was, 
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If Tygers milk had nurs'd me, or rocks grew 
Beneath my heart, I.could not bear't : "tis you 
| Have onely means to help : All powers are 
' In your own hands: Dear Father, wage a war ; 
Pity your ſon's low fortunes : Pity this _ | 
| Poore baniſh'd-fathers child : What ſhame it is ? 
He firſt, was entertain'd ; and heay'n, you'l find 
_ Witneſs'd the contra&t,when our hands were joyn'd. 
Sure this is he, foretold byth' Oracle : 
I ſtole no cloſe heats, no fires blameable : 
| Tlovd at your command : *twas your advice, 
Now with what cruelty can I deſpiſe 
His ſad complaints ? Father, you know not yet, 
What Love, a husbands miſery can beger. 
Now my ſad ſoul puts up unpleafing wiſhes, 
That I may o fear and o grieve : But when our kiſſes 
Shall be divided, at the diſmall day, 
When the ſhrill crumpers call your Armes away, 
When you ſhall ſhine in your enamel'd ſteel ; 
Alas, dear father, I perbaps ſhall kneel, 
To ask it back again. Adraſtxs takes | 
Her kiffes, water'd from his eyes, and ſpeaks : 
T cannot blame thy plaints girle ; Lay atide 
Thy fears ; Such boones are not to be deni'd : 
Praiſe-worthy ſaits ; But heav*a, and mine own fear 
| The weight o'th* kingdome too, ( yet don't forbear 
To hope ) ſugge!t much to my ſoul. Thy cares 
Shall find cheir due, nor ſhalt thoy loſe thy tears, 
Comfort thy husband, 'daughter : this delay 
Will prove no loſle ; For great defignes we ſtay, 
This profits much in war, The light appears 
As he ſpake thus, and he's call d up by's cares, 


0 Him fighting, him departing. 
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Bellona calls to Armes : They part with tears - 
Adraſtus firſt leads on bis troups to wars : 

Then follows Polynice his wronged ſox - 

Stout Tydeus next > and then Hippomedon : 

Then Capaneus : Amphiaraus ſt, 

Betray'd by's wife : moan 5708 ware 
Thoueh's fearfull mother, would have ſtop'd hu heat. 
The Thebanes preparations were as great ; 

Whom Bacchus's Prieſt affrights : Tireſias charms 
The Ghoſts np : Laius ther Je their harms. 
The Grecians march. Bacchus ſends arouth to grieve 
Hypſipyle ſhews Langia to relieve 'um, (ms 


TY winter thrice was thaw'd with gales, which blow 
From the warm South ; ſhort daies do longer grow 
In their a ſpring-quarters :' When carſt fate controuls 
Their broken Councels ; tiil They, wretched ſouls, 
Art laſtheard war prociaim'd. Belona's hand 
Shakes on & Lariffa's top, a flaming brand 
Ar firſt, and darts her maſly ſpears, which glide 
Whizzing i'th' ayre, and light on rother fide 
On c Dzrces banks. From thence ſhe rakes rhe field, 
Cloſing with thoſe, whoſe guilded armes do yield 
A glitt'ring ſhew. Sh' inrages now the forces ; . © © 

« After the vernall &/E quinox the days exceed the nights. b A rower 
of the Argives, where they yearly celebrated their feaſt of Torches, in 
memory of Hypermneſira, 6 A Thebane fountaine which by this re- 
cciy'd an alarme to the war, 


Armes 
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Armes the molt forward, and claps on the horſes ; 
Calls them coth' ports :- their valour docs prevenc 
Her call ; ey'n Cowards had ſome valour len. 

Thi appointed time was come ; whole heards do fall 
To fove and 2favors ; but the Prielt grew pale 
At the unlucky entrails ; yet does frame 


A crowd of boyes and girles, and aged Fathers 
About their parting friends; this concourſe gathers 
And ſtops their dores up : teares no meaſure knew, 
But ſad-fare-wells their ſhields and creſts bedew. 
The ſouldiers ſigh to leave their home : they. kiſſe 
Through their cloſe beavers : the rough helmet is 
Bow'd to imbrace. He that ith* Sword deli 

Or Death but now, breaths our his rage in ſighs. 

So th'Mariner for fome long voyage bound, 


Shakes hands with friends, who ſtrive to cull his limbs, 

Till kifſes bath'd in tears their eye-fight dims ; 

So does the fog oth' Sea : Yet left behind 

They climb a bank, and ſend their eyes to find 

His fails, they grieve the wind blows faire from land, 

And greeting the known keel on ſhore they ſtand. 
Now forward Fame, thou worlds 4 firſt Regiſter, 

Since to remember Nobles is thy Care, 

And ſpin their Lives ; theſe valiant ſpirits diſcover : 

And thou Callipe which raigneſbover - 

The ſounding e grove, take up thy harp, and tell 


From every City : None that taſts the river 
Of f Helicon, can nobler ſtrains deliver. 

The King Adraſtns, ſad and prelt with cares, 
Now drawing on to his declining years, 
Marches amongſt the troups unwillingly, 


naſſus where the Muſes warbled. f Where they drunk in Poctry. 


Some ſhews of hope toth' Camp. And now there came 


When's fails do fwel, and's anchor's weigh'd from ground, 


4 For the Thebane war was the moſt ancient. e Pindus or Par- 
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What bands, what Armes 2fars rais'd ; how people fell © 45 
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. Or Caamus family ; When here they ſport, 


- quithed, dipt bis finger in his own bloud, and wrote an'iriſcriprion for 
© a Trophe of his Victory, and then died: # A rocky country neer Co+ 
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Content to girt his ſword upon his thigh : | 

His Coat of Armour's bronghe byrh' guard ith' reer : 
His Steeds were harneſs'd by the Chartoteer 
Ith*gate : g Arie» does his curb diſdain. 

Under his banner march bh Zarsſzs train, 

And tall þ Proſymnes, h Media paſture-bearing, 
And 3; Phylbs ſtor d with Sheep ; with & Ner# fearing 
Charadrus foming through her vale: more poiyres 
Came from / Cleone ſpir'd with lofty Towres. - 

And » Thyre ſprinkled with Laconian blood. 

More Kings defcended from'the fame line, ſtood 
Aſſociated; which inhabit on 

» Drepan, or olive-bearing o Sicyon, 

Where ſlow p Langia's filent waters glide, 

Or crook'd q Heliſſe his winding banks does chide : 
Sad is this Rivers honour, whoſe rough ſurges; 

The Stygian Furtes bathing in them, purges : 

Their ſnakes are wafh'd here, quitting 7 Phlegetor : 
Whether the Thracian houſes overthrown 

Were their laft work, or Mycenes wicked' Court, 


The river ſtain'd with poylon, flies therr touch. 
Corinth joynes company, abating much 
From * Jno's plaints': # Cenchre ſends in her force, 


g Adraſtus hig Horſe, ſprung from Scyphos, our of the Theſſalian 
earth. þ Greetati Cities accom nying Adraftus. # The Country of 
Arcadia famous for paſturage, &'A Peloponneſian city, againſt whiclr 
Charadros beatey, '-b Ar middle City berween Gorinth and Argos, neer 
which Hercules kjll'd his Lion,  m. A. City conteſted for: berween'ther 
Argives and I acedemonians, whoſe Captain Orthiades almoſt van- 


rith, o A fruitfull Ciry, where Adraſtzs firſt raigned. p An Achaian 
river, making #poole of that name. q An Atticke river, filled with 
the over-flowing of Cocyrm, whence the Furics are ſaid ro{barh in it. 
y The river of hell. { Ar the blondy Feaſt which the ſun fled from. 
: Building here a Temple to her,and honouring her ſon Meclicerta with Þ 
the Iſthmian games. x The Corinthian haven. 7 5Y 

| Liſted # 
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| Liſted with thoſe, where the » Gorgonean horſe 
Beat up the Poets ſpring : And thoſ: that be,.._ 
Where x 1fhmosparts, and beateth back the Sea, 
eAdrafte thus was follow'd with a band. - -. + 
Three thouſand ſtrong, with ſhouts : Some arm'theic hand 
With darts;and ſome with ſmoke-dried clubs; (they come 75 
From ſev'rall ſtocks, with ſev'rall cuſtomes : )lome - 
Knew better how to uſe the nimble ſling, . - 
And wheeling round, would make an empty ring. 
He marches, venerable for his years, 
And government. As the ſtout bull appears 80 
In his old paſtures, though his [trength's decay'd, 
Yet ſtill he's Captain : all the herd's affraid 
To try his puſh ; they ſee his horns are broke, 
And's breaſt is ſcarr'd-with many a former ſtroke. 
Next old Adrafts, march'd the y Thebanes Van _  , 85 
With banners ; for whoſe ſake the war began. 
His troups whet on his courage : Hither came 
His country-voluntiers ; whether the ſhame 
Of's baniſhment had mov'd them ;. or their Love | 
Grew with his wrongs ; or they were ſuch as (trove _ -. 90 
| Still to depoſe the mighty : many a one _ 
Joyn'd, whom Nh ine of his cauſc had \won, 
Belides Adraft« gave him for a dowre,  . 
= e£gion, 2 Arane, Theſcan aTrezes powre: 
Leſt his thin troups might prove his ſhame, or he | 95 
' Of's own loſt hononrs too reſentive be. 
That dreflſe, thoſe very armes he wore, wherein 
Firſt i*th* black night he came : The Lions skin 
Cover'd his back ; ſteel arm'd his glitt'ring ſpear : 
The hilt of 's ſword grim þ Sphinxes ſtamp did bear. I 00 


w Pape ſprung from Neptune and: the Gyogen Meduſe, whoſe 
boof raiſed the fountain Hippecrene in Helicon. x Dividing 'twixt the 
&£ gem and Touick ſea. y Polyniccs, Adraſtus his ſon-in-law. x Cities 
of Arcadia. 4 A Theſlalian city, freed by Theſexs from thieves which 
beſet it. 6 In memory of his father OEdipm« who unriddled her. 
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His hopes and wiſhes now the Crown poſſeſt, 
With's mothers lap, and's ſiſters faithfull breſt ; 
Yet looking back he ſees his heartlefle c ſponſe 
Stretch forward all her limbs, on top o'th' houſe, 
She, ſhe recalls her husbands eyes, and mind : 
Sweet Thebes within his breſt no place can find. 

See, thund'ring Tydexs in the midſt does arme 
His Country troups : Soone as the firſt alarme 
Was ſounded; Courage now ; his wounds are cur'd : 
(As the ſleek ſnake by the ſpring-ſun allur'd 
Our of his bed, d ſhakes off his duller age 
I'th' lowry paſtures hiſſing out his rage. 
Alas, poore Swaine ! *gainft whom at firſt he comes 
Gaping, on whom he dries his venom'd gums) 
Wars trumpet, beſides theſe, had brought him men 
From the e£rolian towns : Rocky e Phylene. 
Heard it, and f Plewron, where the birds bemoan 
Their Meleager ; with ſteep Calyden ; 
And g Olenos, which ſtrives with 1de for ove : 
So Chalcis, which the Mariner does prove 
A ſecure harbour from th'] onick Seas ; 
The h river too, once foil'd by Hercules, 
Scarce daring yet to raiſe his batter d i brow 
From underneath his waters ; but below 
He hides his mournfull head in ſlimy caves ; 
And ſands choak up his panting k banks and waves. 


c Argiadiſconſolate for his departure. 4 Reported by ſlipping of thi 
$kin to renue his age. e An &Etolian Ciry. f A Beotian city,where the 
fiſters of Meleager bewailing his untimely death, were transformed to 
—— birds. g An Arcadian city, where Fove was fuckled by the 

oat,and therefore challenged ſhares with 14a, where he was born and 
worſhipped. þ Acheloxs, which putting on divers fhapes, was foil'd in 
all by Hercules, his rivall by Deianira. 3 Amongſt other ſhapes he be- 
came a Bul,when Hercules pull'd off one of his horns:on which our Po- 
er reflets. k Achelous lowed in two channels of which Hercules ſop'd 
one, whence grew the fiftion, of his pulling off one of bis horns. 
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Their brazen ſhield defend3 their breaſts, their hands 
Are arm'd with cruell javelins: / Afavors ſtands 
In's helmet. All the choſen guard furrounds 
Valiant OEmides, grac'd with former wounds , 
All courage ; nothing lefle in rage and ſpite 
Then's brother: you would doubt, for whom they fight. 

But greater »» Dorick troups in armour ſhine, 
Which plow upon » Zy-cax: banks, or thine 
Old » Inache, the Prince of Grecian rivers ; 

o Perſeus his land no quicker ſtreams delivers, 
If p Taurus, or the watry q Pleiads run 
Their courſe ; or he ſwels, proud of » Fove his ſon. 
Thoſe which Aferion incircles, joyne ; 

[f o—_ harveſt-ſpoiling Erafine ; 

Wirth th : Epidaurian tenants: # Dime too, 
Fruitfull for Vines, but ſtubborn to the » Plow. 
2» Nelcian Pylos all her forces lent, 

Pylos ſcarce known, for NeFor had not ſpent 
His ſecond age : Yet he refus'd to go 

Toth' tents deftin'd for a fad overthrow. 

Hardy Hyppomedon leads theſe, and advances 
Their love to valoue : a brafſe helmet dances 
Upon his head, with three white crefts: beſides 
His armes, a coat of maile defends his fide : 

His breaſts and ſhoulders a guilt ſhield protects, 
Lively preſenting Danaus his night-aCfts : 


1 Perhaps to take part with his grapdſon Tydeus. m Vander the leae 
digg of Hypenciex nu Two Grecian rivers, upon whole banks he 
m his men. # Argox denominared from Perſeus once king. 
p-The figne encred April, 0. when the ſpring>tides begin. q Alwaics 

ied with ſhowrs. » When he accompanied his daughter To. 

ſ Tahabicants ncer Parnaſſus whoſe corne is wathed-away by the over- 
flowing of this river,, betore it break out in Argos, An Argive cit 
where &E ſculapins was worihiped. u Ceres the oddelle ot corn, herc 
n1med from &/Ema, becauſe of rhe Cartaladde of Sicily, whence her 
daughter Proſcrpine was ſtoln. w From Nclews Neſtors Father, x To 
the age of threeſcore, after whiclr time he went to the Trojane war, 
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The guilty brides, inflam'd byth' Furies,ſlay | 
Their fifty husbands : whilſt their Sire does ſtay 
Art th' bloudy dore, and with applauding words 
Commends their wickedneſſe, and views their ſwords. 
He's brought from y Athens, on a Nemean Steed, 
Who ſtarthng, do's his claſhing armour dread : 
His prauncing raiſes clouds of duſt ; you'd ſweare, 
The field it ſelf were flying into tlrayre. 

So two-ſhap'd = Hylex baſting from his den, 
With both his breaſts bears woods down : 40ff# then 
Trembles : the ſalvage beaſts fink down for fear, 
His brother Cemawres quake, till he appear 
In b Penexs ſtreams ; where he ſtops up the river. 
What mortall tongue can all the train deliver ? 
ThArtiliery, nations, ftrength > the valiant ſpirits 
Of which c 7yrimbe's fruitful, which inherits 
The glory of her Hercules, are call d 
By him from thence. Though now their ſtate's enthraltd 
By time, their valour can na riches yeild, 
The thin inhabitants in th*cmpty field 
Shew where the 4 Cyclops built their lofty towres : 
Yet they ſend out three-hundred ſtriplings ; powres 
Toth' wars e innumerable : withour ſpearc 
Or glittering ſword. Their heads and ſhoulders are 
Fenc'd with their f nations glory, a g Lyons skin ; 
Clubs arme their hands, their darts are crowded in 
Their uncxhauſted quivers ; whilſt they ſing 
Herculean Pzans, how their God and King 
Freed all the carth from monſters : this is heard 


y Called the Palladizn city from the founder Pallas. 4 The greateſt 
of the Centaurs, half man and half horſe. 4 The Theſſylian moun- 
rain where they inhabited. b A Thefſalian river, where they bathed' 
themſelves. c The City where Fupiter begat Hercules. upon Alomena. 
4 The founders of this City. e Their courage able to. overcome the 
greateſt number. f* Which triumphs in Hereuless conqueſt over the 
Lyon, g Torcſemble their God Hercules, 
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By him in diſtant þ O Era's ſhades interr'd, 
5s Nemea preſs d ſome totlr batrell, with what ayd 
The ſacred vine-yards of kt Molorchus had : 
| The cottage is well known : his /divine gueſt 
' Has, on the willow dores, his armes expreſs'd : 
The oake, where's mz club and bow was laid, is clear 
In gold, and where the priat's of's bed appear. 

But Capaxers a foot-man, yet byth* head 
O're-peering all the reſt, on's ſhield does ſpread 
The hides of foure wild bulls, beſides the weighr 
Of brafſe. There, dying Hydra would affright 
Your ſenſe, branch'd ina » triple Garland : Part 
| Bore living ſnakes engrav'd : A new found 0 arc 
Stop'd up the other : As ſhe does expire, 
You'd think, the ſparkling gold wore flames of p fire. 
About her the dull ſtreams of q Lerna glide, 
With which the Iron ſeems to Azure dy'de. 
But a moſt weighty breaſt-plate, ſuch as was 
No »r Mothers work, cover'd with plates of brafſe, 
Claſp'd on, defends his {ides, and ſpreading cheſt : 
A /{Gyane dances on his glit'ring creſt ; 
And for his ſpear, a Cypreſle- tree was ſpoyl'd 
Of all her boughs, which only he could weild. 
The Cirizens of : Amphigenia, and 
Low » Meſſene, high w 1thone's in his command : . 


þ The woody mountain where Hercules was burnt. i The wood, 

' Where at Emriſthens's command, Hercules flew the Nemezan Lion. 

k A poor man who gave Hercules homely, but wel-accepted entertain- 

- ment, when he went upon the former ſervice. 1 Hercules, ſoon after a 

God. m The ſeverall editions vary much in rendring this plice. n Be- 

- firring her many heads. 0 Hercwes cauteriſed her fruitful necks. p The 

only means Hercules found to ſtop the increaſe of heads. q The Lake 

where the Hydra kept. r They uſed of old to (pin militiry garments 

for their ſons, whereas this was of brafſe. { Whoſe Image was there 

placed. + A Meſlenian Ciry, # Built in a yalley, through which a 
river runneth, w Built upon the mountains, : 
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With xTr1on, hill-built y Aepy, & Ptelion, dla. Þ- 
Tirinhabitants of z Heles ; 'z Doron, ,-. '. _* * 
The @ Getick Poets griefe ; here Thamgrs, . *  - 


'.10 Boaſting t'our-ſing the learned eMonades,. 

” Was fodainly ſtrooke dumbe ; For many yeats "ry 
His voice and Harp wereſilenc'd. For who dares © © [© * 
Challenge the Gods > who knows not b Pheb's conteſt y 
And c Celoenes fame,i'th Satyres doomeexpreſt'>.''! *&/ 

215 And now the 4d Prophers minde was overcome, ' © 
And tir'd ; although he ſaw his diſmall doome; 
Yet with a lingring hand the Fates had arm'd 
Him, and the virtue of his e God was chartn'd!'** © 
Nor wants a treacherous f wife ; forbidderrgold' 
Now gliſters in her houſe, The Gods foretold, 
This bracelet 1yould be fatall to a Prophet” | 
Of th*Argives, and himſelf had:knoxyledge of it t' . - 
Bur his perfidious ſpouſe had rather {1 2 3 a Poco, 
His bed at ſuch a rate, longing texcell '. 
-225 Inſuch a purchas'd dreſle, and beare away, . 
Argia's ſpoiles ; who lets it go with joy. 
She ſaw this war and the Commanders were” ..' 
Turn'd on this hinge, if the divining:;g_ Peere © | * 
Would take np armes. .Thus with a Go. refull mind, 
In her dear husbands boſome, ſhe reſign'd xt 
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©5® For gorgeous dreſles: Beauty were a crime | 
In her, that's wretched without thee-: Ile cheate 
My fears, with, þ diſtaffe comforts, and encteat | 


, 


x Neere the tiver Alphens. y. Neſtors City on the top of the hills. 
& Lacovice Cities. 4 Thamyris who was here ſentenced by the Muſes. 
b With Marſias, who being oyercome, was ==. 6=-- In his City ex+ 
coriared, 4 Amphiaraus. e Apollo who forbad him this expedition. 
The Stroiks thinke, the Gods ſubmit to Fare, f Etipþile who fold him 
into the Gracians hands for Argia's bracelet, of which before the was 
ſo much inamour'd. & Amphiarazs a Prophet, yet a'Commander; 
þ A place yariouſly read ; with Calatho, then with Carr 


* 
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At the Gods Altars with diſhevel'd hayre : | 
'May't be, y* Eternail Powers ! when thou ſhalt weare 
| Thy threatning ſteel, and claſhing armes, that I 
'Pur on Harmome'st chaine 2 Some Deity 
Perhaps more firly, will indulge it, then, 
And Yourltive the Grecian ſpouſes, when 
(At thy return, a Queen) my votive Qui res 
Shall fill the Temples : Now let her deſires 
Take place, who makes her husbands wars her joy, 
Thus th'execrable Gold'did force a way | 
Toth* Prophets houſe, and ſow'd ſtrange miſchief in it ; 
Ty/iphone lapgh'd.for joy, when ſhe had ſeen it, 
He mounted on Tenarian fteeds, (begot 
By #* Cyllarizs, when Caffor knew it not, 
Upon inferior mares) does ſhake the ground : 
Propher-like, with Parnafſian garlands crown'd : 
| His helmet is with branching olives dreſt, 
Where a white Miter does infold the creſt. 
{ - Weapons, and reines he gnides at once : hjs hands 
Are ſometimes ſtay'd-with darts : in's chariot ſtands 
An k arm'd wood, brandiit'd: He far off appears 
Dreadfull.;, his ſhield the conquer'd / Python bears, 
Phizb's m Amycleans wait on's chariot wheele : 
With » P3/az,.o Malea, which the doubtfull keele 
Avoids with terrour : fo the p Carians 
Chaunting to, pleas'd Diana ;- with the bands 
Of q Phars, Cythereian 'r Meſſe, where 
The turtles breed : 5 Tayget's troups were there ; 


# The famous horſe of Caftor and Poll k Of ſpears and darts. 
I In honour to. his God Apollo. m A Laconian city conſecrated to 
Apollo, therefore follows his Prophet. n A city of Pcloponeſe, whence 
Neſtor came. 0. A promontory dangerous to fea-men.. þ A Laco- 
nian city, where Diana had her Temple. q A Laconian city. r A ci- 
ty dedicated to Venus, for the abundance of Doyes breeding there; 

A Laconian mountain dedicated ro Bacchwe, 
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_ And olive-bearing t £wrot's ; # eArcas traines 


Theſe men ith? moiſt ned ſands, inſpires their vains 
With rage, and naked valour : hence their ſpirits 
Are quick'ned : 'tis eſteem'd their greateſt merits 
To fall i'th* bed of honour : Parents joy _ 
At their ſons Fates, perſwading them to die : 
And when the round bewaile the ſtriplings fall, 
Mothers triumph at their crown'd fanerall 
Their fingers hold the reines, and two darts, ty'd 
In a lip knot ; they never uſe to hide > 
Their ſhoulders, in a rough coat-armour dreſt : 
w Ledzan feathers dance upon their creſt. 
Theſe were not all the Prophets troups, 2 few 
March'd out of wanton x Eb; with the crew 
Which dwell in 'y Psſ2's vale, and doe deſcry. 
(Faire = eAlphexs) how thou ſteal'ſt to Sicily, 
Not tainted with the Ocean : their fields _ 
Are furrow'd with a thouſand chairiot, wheels: 
Their ſteeds are broke toth' wars : This is the glory 
O'th' Nation, by long cuſtome : Since the ſtory 
O'th « Tyrants melting axeltree. They chew , 
Their froathy curbs, foame does plow'd fand bedew. 
And thou, Parthexopexs, yet unskill'd _ 
In armes, ( thy ſoul's ſo much with glory fill'd) 
Lead'it on Arcadian troups, though *twas unknown 
To thy ſtern 4'Mother : She by. chance was gone 
To hunt in diſtant chaſes, and the bleak 


t A .Laconian river, necr whoſe banks they exerciſed their bodies, 
with {courgings, he being firſt crown'd,, that firſt bave whipt themn- 


ſelves to . #u Mercury the preſident of theſe ſolemne gimes- 
4 Swarts feathers, into which ſhape Leda was «changed; x A. city of 


cloponefe watred with the river Alphexs. y The vallev, where rhe O- 


lympick games were celebrated. 4 Inamour'd. of the Nymph or .ti-; 
ver Arethuſa, he creeps through the Sea to Sicily 'after ,her, and there. 

_ 4 OEuomans, whoſe chariottecr MyrizIu being corrups. 
Pelops, he loſt his dwughter, kingdome, and life. b Atdlams,. 
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Lycean deſerts; nor might he partake x |. | 
Of thoſe rough ſports ; None vent'ring to the place 290 | 
Of danger, had fo ſweer a beautcous face. a 
Nor is true courage wanting, if his age | | 
Did lend him ſtrength,and power to ingage. | 
What (ilvan Deity, or Nymph that's nam'd - ' | 
From © ſpring or c ſhrubs, was not by him-inflam'd > gg 
When i'th Menalian ſhades, his tender feet 
Preſt downe the willing graſle, Diar' did ſee'r 
They ſay, and pardon'd her 4 companion ; 
Fitting e Di&ean darts, and quivers on 
His ſhoulders. He inflam'd with the bold joyes 300 
Of war, leaps out, burning to hear the noiſe 
Of armes, and trumpets ; to beſmeare his haire 
With warlike duſt ; that captive ſteeds may bear | 
Him back ; aſham'd o'ch' wood ; aſham'd to ſpic | 
His arrows, yet without the guilty dic . 305 
Of humane blood. He ſhines before the reſt © 7 
In gold and purple cloaths : his loynes are dreſt | 
In looſe robes, girt with Spanith belts. He wore 
In's f untry'd ſhield,the Calyaonian boare 
His Mother ſlew : On's left hand his bow twangs, 310 
On's back plated with maile, a quiver hangs, 
Fill'd with Cydonean arrows, beautifi'd 
With amber and with Ealtern pearles befide : 
He rides a lofty horſe, whoſe ſwiftneſſe wins 
Occh' fearfull deere, trap'd with two Lynxes skins : 315 
Now ſtartling at the weight of's Maſters armes, | 
Whoſe bluſhing cheekes to all mens eyes are charmes. | 
You old Arcadians, borne before the g Moone | 

c As the Potamides and Napae. d Atalanta Diana's votary, married G | 
to Meleager, to whom the bore Fartbcnopers : the bre:ch of whoſe yow 
| Dian would have revenged,if the childs beauty had not ſopt her. e Crc- | 
renſian where they were made, as the quivers for the ſame reaſon are c:1- 


| led Amyclaan, f Having never yer {een the wars. g They thought the 
- Moon was daughter ro Pallas, as the Sun was ſon rg Hyperion, borne 


'Theſe wonder'd as they ſay to ſee the & light © 
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Oc ſtars, troop'd under him : Fame ſayes, as ſoone 
As wand'ring h Tellwsfelt mens foot-ſteps, ye 
Ferch'd from rough ſtocks of 5 trees, your progente 2 + | 
Nor bounds of ticlds, nor houſe, nor townes were yet, | 
Nor tyes of wedlock : Oakes and Baytrees get . 
Young boyes, and girles ; the ſhady aſhes breed : 
And Elmes drop down a race of humane ſeed.” 


Have changes, and to be eclips'd with night: 
And gazing after T ans ſetting ray, 
Wept,and deſpair'd to fee another day. | 
High / Afenalus has naked ſtreets, they come 

From the / Parthenian grove, 1 Rhipe gives fome, 
And / Rhodope, and cold 1 Enifpe too: 
Not ms Tegea, not » Cyllenc's abſent, who 
Glories i'th* winged God : with theſe the wood 
Where + Alea Iinerva's Temple ſtood. 
Swift f Cliten likewiſe, and cleare p Ladon came, 
Almoſt thy Father-in-law great Phe, the ſame 
Did they, which on Lampia's white cliffes dwell : | 
And q Pheners, thought to ſend black Styx to hell, i] 
+ Azan,that houles as lowd as s 1a, joynes 
With the #& Parrhaſians ; and ye #, Nonacrines, 
Borders belov'd of quiver-bearing ove, 
Whilſt ye beheld, and ſmil'd to ſee his Love. 
Sheepſtor'd w Orchoxierios, wild x Cynoſure | 

h The Goddeſſe of the earth, taken for the earth it ſelf. i Before the 
uſe of cotrages they ſheltered their young childen in hollow trees, who 
by that meanes were conceived to be borne from them.. k Being born 
before the Sun or Moon. 1 All Arcadian Cirics, the firſt is (eited vety 
high. m An Arcadian town, where Pan was worſhipped. un The Moun- 
raine where Maia brought forth Mcrcury. 0 So named from Aleus che 
Arcadian King that built it. p Two Arcadjan rivers : the dwghter of 
the laſt, Daphne, was like to have been raviſhed by Apollo. q The poole 
that feeds Styx with water. r An Arcadiau Moantaine, where Cibele 
had her howling Sacrifices, s Where Foue had his. t The Arcadian 
City, where Lycaon raign'd. u, A: Mountaine of Arcadia, where Fove 
in the ſhape of Diana ravithed Caliſto. w An Arcadiai City full of ſheep » 
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Came to the rendevouz ; theſe heats allure 

Th' y Ephitian borders ; = P/ophis high ; with theſe 
' The mountains joyne, made known by a Heycules, 
Both monſter-bearing b Erymanthes, and vo 
Tinkling c $ mphalus. Theſe, were of one land, 350 | 
Arcadians all : But differ in their hue: | 
Some, their how's ruxrmputer xy Myrtle ſhew, | 3 
And fight with ſhepherds crooks: One's arm'd with's bow 
qera—qadecs hte club : this guards his brow ; 

With's helmet : Trother keeps his Countries right 255 

In his d Arcadian hat. This would affright 

With the ſterne viſage of a yawning Beare, i 4 
Throwne o're his head zyer though theſe forces were | 
Sworne ſervants to the God of war, they had 

From neighbouring 4yceve receiv'd no aid : 

Their ff r Rs and mid-daies ſuns affrighe 360 
Was then, thoſe brethren t00 began to fight. | 
By this time eFealanta heard, that all | 
Arcadia made her ſon their Generall BY 
Toth' wars ; Her knees ſhake, down her arrows fink 365 

Beſide her : O're the rocks, and ſteepeſt brink 

Of rivers, ſwifter then the winged wind : 
Shee flies ; her cloachs git up, her hair behind 

Diſhevel'd, ſcatters with cach blaſt, So when 

A Tiger robb'd of's whelps, ſtarts from her den, 370 
Purſuing th' horſeman, When with down-calt cies, > 
And pale, he ſtood before her : Son (ſhe cries) 6 
'What has begot this furious deſire ? | 
How comes thy tender breſt thus ſet on fire 2 


y The pry named from the commander &/Ephitus, $ An Ar- | 
cadian ciry, & Where he performed two of his miraculous labours, | 
| þ Which bred the boare. © Whence the Birds were driven by beating T | 

on the brazen Cymbal which Pallas gave him. d Either becauſe u- 

ſed by Mercury, or þy Caſtor and Polkes, ' e When Atreus feafted Thye- | 
- ſte with the limby'of his owne ſonines, ar which' the Sun was ſaid to | 
& the revenge of which cauſed much bloudlhed aker. 
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Canſt thou train men for war 2 canſtthowendure - | 
The burthen of the field, and walk ſecure ſuch ! 
Through puſh of pike > Though, would thy ſtrength were 
Of late I ſaw thee, with thy javelin, touch | 
An angry boare ? (with feare I ſaw thee) when 
Thou ſunk'ſt upon thy knees half down ; and then 
Had not I ply'd my darts, where had been.now -/ 
My Champion for the wars ? this poliſh'd bow, - 
And arrows cannot help thee there, nor yet 
This dappled iteed thou truſt'it ro: They are great 
Atchievements : Child, thou ſcarce canlt pay the due 
To a Nymphs bed, as yet. The Omen's true ; 
I wond'red why Diana's Temple fhooke 
Of late, and ſhe frown'd with a down-caſt look ; 
The off rings fell down from the Temples roof : 
My bow grew ſlack upon't, no wound gave proof 
Of skill, from my dull fingers. Stop thy rage 
Till thou art grown to a more ſetled age : 
Till thy fair cheeks are ſhaded ; and thou'ſt lolt 
Thy womans face : what thou deſireſt moſt, 
A ſword, and armes, I'le give thee then ; and vow 
A mothers tears ſhan'e ſtop thee longer : Now .. 
Uncaſe at home, Will you his march indure 
Arcadians ? 'Sprung from trees or quarries ſure ! 
More would ſhe : But her ſon, and rh' Captains ſpread 
About, ſpeak comfort, and afſwage her dread : 
The trumpets ſound : whil'it her-imbraces are 
Scarce ſtop'd, ſhe leaves him to Adraſtus care. 
On t'other ſide Cadmes his f Martiall brood 
Vext with their General's Furies, frighted ſtood 
With no ſmall outcry : (for they were alarm'd, 
That Greece againſt thern all her ſtrengh had arm'd : } 
And thongh aſbanr'd o'th* King and's cauſe, prepare 
Slowly their force : None had an edge toth* war ; 
Greedy to claſp on's back his fathers ſhicld, 
f The Thebanes. 
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Or trim his warlike Reed : (ſuch joyes o'th' field 
ie Souldiers uſe ; ) dejeRted they appear, 
Fill'd with no rage, or valour, but with fear. e 
Dne mournes for's bed-rid Parent,whom he leaves 
diſcontent as he : Another grieves, 
0 part with's tender wife, or wretched fon 
In's lap : The g quarrelling God inflamed none, 
b Amphions ſtately towers, burying their pride 
In their own ruines, ſhew a naked fide 
orn out with age : And 5 baſe, dull workmanſhip 
Patches that wall, which once to heav'n did skip 
By ſacred Muſick, Yet war breathes his rage 
COYrethe Beotian Cities, who ingage | 
Not to prote& the treach'rous Kings eſtate, 
So much, asto affiſt a neighbour ſtate. 

He's like a'ravinous wolfe, that preying ſtood 
O're well-fed ſheep,glutted with clotter'd blood ; 
His briltled chops with bloody waoll beſmear'd, 
And yawning he returnes from's fold, aftear'd - 
Leſt ch* heardſman, finding it, purſue; he ſtares 
 Abour, and flies from his owne guilty fears. 

Diſturbing fame begets freſh cauſe of donbt : 
One ſaies, the Grecian horſe quarter about 
k Aſopus banks; ! Citheror's plund*red,cries 
Another, ſo's m Thenmeſon a third replies. 
Guarded » Plates too, laſt night *twas told 
Burnt with their watchlights. Every man was bold 
"To fay, he ſaw the o Tyrianftatues ſweate ; 

Dirce run blood, Sphinx in her cragey ſeat _ 
Began to talke againe ; new monſtrous broods : 


OE b The Thebane wals raiſed by him being now decayed. 3 The 
raiſed by Muſick once, was now repaired by inferiour workmen,in 
| which reſpe&-it is ſaid to be dev. k A hilly coyntry in Adbara. 1 A 
Beotian mountaine dedicated to Bacchus. m A neighbour mountaine 


yerall omens, which the affrighted people fancied3o themſelves. 


to Thebes, u A Bebtian City, where 2 continual! gartifon is kept. 0 Se 
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Another fright too ſtartled all their bloods. ! 
Th'inſpired p Queen of Bacchw ſilvane traine, 
Runs from (Jytherens top, down to the plaine : 
Scatt'ring her q baskets ; and with ſparkling eyes 
Shakes here and there her branched torch. Her cries 
Fill the amaz'd ſtreets : Powrfull, » N5/ean Father 
Which har'ſt thy native Country, and hadſ rather 
Shake warlike 5s 1/mars, in the frozen North, 
With headed 7: leavy Javelins : Or call forth 
Thy ſpreading vines t'oretop # Lycurgu head : 
Or rage through w Garges, or the latelt bed 
Of bluſhing x Tethys ; the triumphant King | 
O'ch' Eaſt ; or come forth gilt from y Hermws ſpring : 
But we thy off-ipring, whoſe devotion's paid - 
To thee, (our z Country weapons being laid | 
Aſide; ) now wars, and tears, and frights mult owne ; 
And Brethrens madnefle, for an unjuſt Crowne. 
Let Bacchre fix me, in eternall frolt, 
Or beyond a Caucaſus where the armed hoſt 
Of b Amazonians howle, before Ile trace 
The monſtrous Generalls, and their wicked race. 
Yet thou compel lt Another c rage to Thee 
Bacchus Id vow'd, Two e equall buils I ſee 
Puſh at each other, both of grace alike, 
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pþ His chiefe Prieſtefſe. . q The myſticall vans, in which they put his 
oblations. r. Bacchus from Niſa where he was foſtered. 5s A Thracau 
mount, where the Orgzes were celebrated. £ Wreath'd about with Ivy, 
that they might wound the more cloſely. A Thradan King, who to 
prevent his fubje&s drunkennefſle, cur. down all the vines : but in 
diſtraftion cur off his own legs. w An Indian river,neer which Bacchm: 
creed hsi columnes. x With a puiflant Army of women he conquerec 
all the Eaſt. y An Afianriver, having golden ſands, where Bacchus had 
a Temple. 4 The harmeles armes uſed in the Bacchanals. 8 A Nor= 
thern hill parting Thrace from Scythia. b Theſe uſe to fight with a dolo 
raus noiſe called Barritus,c Such as the Bacche were pofleſt with. 
4 When ſhe was initiated into. his Orgics. e Parabolically of the twc 
Brethren Ezbegcles and Polynices. 
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oth o'th' ſame breed : with angry hornes they ſtrike 
one anothers fronts ; and crnelly = 

In one another in their rage they die. 

ut f thow art worſt ; thouart moſt ſtain'd with bloud, 
io wouldſt alone injoy thy Grand-fires food, - 

ie grafſe 6'ch* common field : Il nurtur'd cattell ! 

low fiercely you maintaifi a bloudy batrail 1 

wilt a new g Captain gains your paſtures by it : 

his ſaid, ſhe's pale, and Bacchus left her quiet. 

But th' haunted King, now ſinking under's fears, - 

ad ill at eaſe, to ask adviſe o'ch' years | 

d knowing blindneſle of h Tireſias, went : - 

Men doubtfull do't : ) he ſeeks the Gods intent 

ot by large i ſacrifices, or theflight - 

Df birds, or entrails breathing our the right ; 

8 
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«& anſwers, / Figures guided by the skies, 
Nor by the »s ſmoak which o're the Altar flies ; 
,0 them, how the Ghoſts call'd our, appeare 
rom the deep gates of death : and do's prepare 
*th* royall preſence, helliſh ſacrifiee 
ad hidden rites ; beneath that bank that lics 
here » 1/mene meets the ſea ; torne entrailes, graſle, 
Sulphor, and many charmes do cleanſe the place. 
An antient wood, decay'd by age there grew, 
zoe uncrop'd 's, the Sun-beams never kneW. 
> winters flaws conld blaſt it, ir did fear 
o Southern winds, nor (torms from-th'Artick o bear. 
3cncath Wy" ve ſhades; which did affright 
ich horrid ſilence, and pale glimpſe o'ch' light. 


hers copartnerſhip 

kren, þ A Prophet iaded by foes, bor calightned by Fore # The 
eral waies of divination. & Of theridling Tyipes. 1 Caſting of 
ipures uſed by Mathematicians. m By the dividing of which the 
Troudrlqs prophefied. n A Baeotian river emptying his chanell 
wto the Ocean, &o The Northern pole, where the Bcar-ſtar is placed, 
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' Then y groping with his hand, their horns he crowns 


Nor wants this grove a Deity, for.there 
Lateng's worſhipp'd ; every tree do's bear 
Her image ; pitch-trees, cedars, oakes beſide 

With ſacred darkneſfſe did the Goddeſſe hide. 

Her unſeen arrows twang here ; dogs reſort 

To nightly howlings, when ſhe leaves the Court 
Of-her p infernall Unkle, and in place 

Of what ſhe was, puts on Diana's face. 

But when the hills have tir'd her, and the height 

O'ch* Summer Sun, do's pleaſant ſleep invite z 

Here, round about her, ſhe ber darts do's ſtick, 

And on her quiver reſts her ſtretch'd-out neck. 
Without, extends the pregnant g Martiall field 

Of Cadmus ; he was daring bold that till'd 

That ground, and furrow'd firlt the putrid filth, 
After-the » Brothers fought, ith' bloudy tilth. - 

At noon-day (till, and i*th* cloſe ſhades of night 

Th' unhappy Earth range tumults do's cxcite ; 

When the black / Gyants to vaine combartes riſe, 

The trembling plow-man from his tillage flics ; 

And frighted Cattell to their ſtalls doe get. 

Here (*cauſe the place, for Stygian rites was fit, 

And ſoyles made fat with ſtreams of bloud, do pleaſe) 
Th” old Prophet calls for dark-fleec'd ſheep ; with theſe 
Black-hided herds : From every flock was ſent 

The faireſt head ; Whilſt : Dircedid lament, 

# Citheror's ſad, and w th' ecchoing valleys under 

At their new  filence did begin to wonder. 


þ Pluto, in whoſe kingdome ſhe is called Herate, as here Diate. 
9 Where Cadmus ſowed the Serpents teeth which converted to G 
ants. r The Gyants which flew one another. { Their Ghoſts woald 
quarrell ſtill, # The fountain where they uſed to drink. # The 
mountain where the uſed to feed. w Either with the Bacchanalian 
ſhouts, or the former lowing of cattell. x Hearing no bleating 


ſheep, nor lowing of oxen as formerly. y Being blind of his eyes. 
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With flowry garlands, and i*th* noted bounds 520 
Feh' wood, = large Cups of wine at firſt he powres 

h' trenched Earth, nine times ; with milke, and ſhowres | 
Jf honey, mixt with Ghoſt-alluring gore : | 
ad fills, till the dry Earth could drinke no more. 
hen the ſad Prieſt rols trunks of trees, and bids 525 | 0 
[ree fires be made to Hecate, beſides | 
many more toth* a Siſters borne of Hell, 
Thy heap of pine-trees, P/xto, did excell 
' ayre from under 6 ground : neere which there ſtood | 
Proſerpines leſle pile ; boughes of c Cypreſſe wood 530 | 
reath'd in on/every ſide. And now they 4 ſhare 
cir lofty Crownes, and place their e falt-cakes there : 
Straight fall the Cattell on their f knives ; whoſe blood 
Receiv'd in chargers, virgin g Mantho (tood 

0 offer : then thrice rounding every fire, 435 
(As ſhe had learn'd from her religions Sire) 
She brings their quivering Gats, and entrailes reaking, | 
Kindling the boughs : when flames he felt, were breaking 1 |» 
Dat of the crackling leaves, and the ſad pile , 
Did blaze (for's cheekes grew hot, and vapours fill 542 
His hollow eyeholes : ) he cries out : (His voice ; 
ade the fire wave, and tremble at the noiſe.) 
Ye infernall ſeats, the Court of hungry death, 
Which men do fear, and thou whom Ghoſts beneath | 
Attend, with plagues for every guilty ſou), j '$45 | 
And doſtthe lower Region controul, 
More h ſtern then thy two brothers ; At my call 3 
Open the gates toth' ſilent groves,and all | 
s Perſephone's walt : Call out the crew, that's hid 


The manner of infernall ſacrifices. 4 The three Furies, b Agall 
internall ſacrifices were placed. c Vſed at funerals, and Stygian ſacri- 
| fices, for the weeping boy of that name. 4 The method in ſacrificing. 
| s From hence called .1immolition. f Which is the viQtimation. 
#4 hter to the Prophet Tircſ#as. þ Pluto brother to Fupiter and Nep- 
| 24mMc. 3 The ſame with Proſerpina, the Queen of Hell, | 
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- Trace back more paths then one. Let / Perſew ſever 
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torches. 0 The proper inſtrument for infernall ſacrifices. þ ASqgibs 
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I'cth' hollow night : Send (\haron back to guide 
His full boat over Styx. Come k all together : 


The juſt E1:z5an ſouls, and thhated yz God 

Conduct them hither with his powerfull rod. 

On to'other ſide, toth* guilty, (which exceed 

In hell, and which are moſt of Cadmw breed,) 

T ;ſiphone, ſhaking thrice thy ſnake-haires, ſhew 

The day light, guiding them with flaming » yew : 

And let not {r6'rus with his heads affright 

The Ghoſts away, ſo long depriv'd of light. 

This ſaid, the Sire,and the Phebeian maid 

Prepare attentive ſouls ; no whit affraid, 

Becauſe inſpir'd ; only Etheocles , 74 
Trembling, takes hold o'th* conjuring Prophets fleece © - 
Sometimes, and ſometimes of his hands, or eyes, 

And doubtfull wonld break of the Sacrifice. RT 
So th' huntſman ſtrengthning's valour, do's expe&:.; ... .. 

A Lion rons'd with noiſe, within the tract - bt 

Of the Getuliax wood, and graſp'd his dart' 

In's ſweaty palme ; yet fear congeales his heart z | -,. 1: 
His trembling ſteps looke, where, how great heis; .. ; 
His roaring's mark'd ; blind Care cach noiſe do's prize.: . 

Tireſ;as now, ſeeing no Ghoſt appear'd, = 4. 

Say's ; witneſfe Gods, for whom this fire's prepar'd; /. . .- 
And we with our o left hands, full blows did pay.. .. .. # 
To the trench'd Earth, I cannot brooke delay... , | 
Am I.your Prieſt chaſheer'd ? and will you go, 

If a Theſſalian hag command you ſo, ? 
B'Inchantments ? Or ſhall trembling hell looke pale, 
If p Colchian witches, arm'd with poyſon, ſhall | 
Provoke it ? we are lighted : if you have 


k Both good and bad. } Brother to Mercury, and copartner in 'thar 
office, m Mercury. n Of which yenemous tree, the Furies framed theirs 
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o mind to raiſe a rom the grave, 
ar empty Urnes of thietr encloſed bones, 
ollutirig- Gods of heav'n,and hell x once : 585 ||: 
Ir mangle blotidiefle faces, taking ou 6 
ie putrid nerves of dexd men : Doe not flout 
y weaker years, Iwilh you; don't deſpiſe 
ie cloud thar hangs upori my darkned eyes, 

e can be too; we know, what ere 590 || 
ou dreal'to hear; or know : Did not I feare aw 
bymbreus, and thee Worlds firſt ſ/Mover, who 
Muſt not be : known, T could vex'Hrtate too. 
at I forbear : wy her ape age denies, 
vr you --- Phoebeian:Mantho ſtraight replics, 595 
whey, fron heard : The ſaj viſit doe come, 
: rar hey 4; Earth's large wombe 

rent; ; darke black hell kr #'eAcheron 
ph'rous ſands -ſth6ay u Phleg eton 
omits on or boon his foord:: "AS w Styx 800 hs 
forbids the Ghoſts ro mix, 
ſee the pale x King ſitting on/his throne; 
bout, his ſervant Furies wait upon 
is dire commands. The-diſmall bed is ſeen, 
adſeverecchambers of th' infernall 5 Queen : 635 
Black death fits in the watch-towre, numbring o're 

ie ſubjeAs of his lent: Miſter. More 
ppear, whoſe lots the = Cretian Jadge'does caſt 
n's 4 urne : exaRtingtrath of all that's paſt, | 
hroughout their lives, too ſtrictly 5 to proclaime . 610 | 

'Necromancy. 'r ' Apollo, the ſun their chief Ho: | 

like ſtars," receiving Kron influence trom him, {how | 
kt them there ſk ba'on one '{upream. Some think, they Faw) ' | & 


© other for a God, 'but *expreiſed his ſeveral attributes under the 
{ name of their other Deities. t His name was incftable, u Ri- 


: Dt w The infernal river dividing hell-from the Elyſe fields. 
J <6-x'g . 2 Minor, named from Goytjna, a Crerian city ' 
* ct & Ah earthen por in which the Iudges pur thei, 
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What plagnes they ever gain'd. Why ſhould T name 
Hells monſters? Scylla's Þ' (entanres, which in vaine '' | 
Doe rage ? or th* Gyans fetr'red in achaine: Ha 
Of ſolid adamant >? or ſay, where ſtands 
e/£geons lean 6 ghoſt with hishundred'hands 2 
No. ſajes her Sire, my ages-ſtrengeh and gaide, 
Don't ſpeak of that :: Who does not know beſide 
Oth' rolling c ſtone ? or the deceitfull' 4 flood? 
Or e Tytizs whenee the Vultures peck their food? 
Or blind f Zxio» on his re{tleſſe-wheele ® 
T led by Hecate, when good bloud did:iwell 
My veines, ſaw thoſe cloſe ſeats ; ere Iwas blind; 
Or had my eyesby g ove fixt in my mind, 
Rather the Greek and Thebane ſouls; call hither ; W 
And ſprinkling h milk foure times, command the other: 
To leave this diſmall ſhade : then tell thy attire - - | | 
And ſhapesttappearin, with their hot defire - - 
Of ſhedding bloud ; which nation vaunesit beſt ; ' 
And teach my blindnefſs daughter, allthe reſt;  |'/*: 
She does obey, and uſes Charms, by-which _— 
The Ghofts are ſcatt'red and conven'd:: the Witch 3:4 2:4 
Hedea, 'bate her # faults, did ſo before ; 112 294 
And k (Grce jugling in th* &zan ſhore. 
Then to her prieſtly Father thus ſhe ſpeaks, 
Firſt Cad with his ghaſtly viſage breaks 
Through the red lake z neer him Harmione keeps, 
From both whoſe crowns, a double ſerpent creeps : 
The Gyants, / Xfars his brood, about him ſtand, | 
b His vaſt body is contraQed into a thin Ghoſt, c Sifphus, d. 
Tantalus. e For indevouring to raviſh Lazona, f For {ceking to im= 
brace Funo. g- Whogave him a double proportion of ju im 
requirall of his eyes, which were ſtruck blind by Fuxo, b With which: 
the ghoſts were thought to be delighted, becaule it coold their 'tor= 
ments. Z waa they _ _—_— of a bighee nature, the Ver» 
rue procee rom the Gods. k Making cs his- 100S 
think ſhe had BAn tags chem into ſwine. { ls _ ER 
teeth which was conſecrated to Mars. | | 
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Vhole age was but'\» one day : Each hath his hand 

don his fivord, each do's regard his armes, ''= 63F 
dppoling, ruſhing, plotting others harmes, ; 
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| 66+ 
ith »» Live-mens rage ; Nor is their drinke ſo good,,. j- 
'*th* o furrows, they thirſt one anothers blood. 
dext come their pdanghters, for their g Children crying: - 
reft r eAwtopoe ; breathleſle 5 Hyo, ſpying 640 
ze £ bow ſtill, offering her ſiveet babe the teat : 67 
d Semele, with © armes croſs'd o're her great 
And pregnant wombe. ThetieFgave with tcarcs | 
ues her Penthens, breaking th' « Ivy ſpeares, , | 
ow diſpoſſeſt by th' God ; ſhe- open laies 645 
er bloody breaſt::; He flies through deſert wayes | 67 
Df Styx and Lethe) where his milder w Father 
Neeps for him, and his ſcatter'd limbs do's gather, 
know fad x Zycrs:: i y Athamas Tknow 
ith's hands behind; 'oft's ſhoulders he does throw 650 
is dead ſons corps. Nor hath z «-Li7/ters's fon \$ 
Chang'd yet his habit, or ill ſhape pat-on : 


atlecs ſtill arme'his brows, and darts his hand ; 
le kick's of 's dogs; at's wounds which gaping ſtand. 
See, envious 4 Niobe fallowing with her traine, 655 
Recounts her 6 loſſes in a ſwelling ſtraine : 
ad not dejeRed, joyes ſhe has outgone : 


m For inſtantly they deſtroyed one another. » The ghoſts quarrel'd 
kSif they were (till alive. o The blood flowing there would nor fatisfie 
hem. þ Autonoc, Ino, Semele, Agave. q Avian, Melicerta, Pentheus. 691 
Whole ſon Ate was transformed to a hart by Diana. 5 With 
which ber hasband 4thamas ſlew his ſon Learchus. t Fearing Foves 
iehtning ſhe defended: her 'wombe although the periſhed her ſelfe. 
- Which ſhe uſed at the Orgies, w Echion who would recompoſe his 
an, torne in pieces by his Mother Agave in.her fury. x Shine by his 
on Ampbion and Zetbu#in revenge of their ' mother Anriopa, y Son to 
E olus, who ſuppoſing his wife and children were a Lionefle and her 
&whelps, ſlew pu whoſe corps afterward he, bore upon his ſhoul - 
ters, } Aeon transformed for ſeeing Diana naked. a Tantalns his 
Kdanehter who compared her of ſpring with Latona's, þ Her ſons and 

aughrers, [laine by ApollY's revenge. 
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With »z Chaplets crown'd, and ſhews thena offer'd blood, 
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The c pow'r o'th* Gods; now thinks her tongule's her-0Wne . 
While the unſpotted maid ſung thus Cher Sire, - | 
His hoary haires raiſe up his garland higher £1 
Standing on end : and ſome thin bloud do's flow 
In's wither'd cheekes : on's ſtaffe he leanes not now, 
Or's daughters hand, bur ſtanding bolt upright ; 
Break off thy ſong, ſaics he z I want no light: 
My clouds begin to ſcatter, the darke miſt 
Breakes from mine eyes, Supream eApoll, is't 
Thy ſpirit fils me > What Iheard, I ſee. 
Burt marke : the Grecian ſhadows penſive be, 
With down-caſt eyes : there frowning d 4has, and 
Miſchicvous e Prat, mild f Phoronews ſtand ; 
With mangled g Pelops, and h O Exomare too, 
Beſmear'd with bloody ſand : Their large tears do' 
Bedew their cheekes : Hence I conceive, ſucceſſe. :.:.. ':: 
Will crown the Thebanes. But, what meanes this preaſe:: ''/ WW 
Of fighting s ſouls (as armes and wounds difcover)' * ' 
Shewing their heads and breaſts all blouded over, \.' 
And hands lift up, with ſeeming cries ? If T (5 
Miſtake not they're thoſe fifty: D'ont you ſpice £ 
Chronius, and (hromis,Phegens, k Meon too 
Grac'd with our baies ? Be not enraged ſo _. I 
Brave Captaines. Thinke not mortall counſailes durſk | 
Conſpire your deaths ; Th' hard-hearted / fiſters firſt 
Had ſpan your years : You have o're-paſt your paine z 
We mult feele war, and 7ydexs once againe. : 
This ſaid, he drives away the Ghoſts that ſtood 


e Whocould infli no more upon her inthe graye, where ſhe will 
curſe them freely. 4 Acrifizs his tyrannicall father. e Who would have , 
flaine innocerit Bellerophon. f Funo's firſt ſacrificer. g Whofe limbs 
were preſented in a feſt to the Gods. þ In whoſe chariot race, thirteep ; 
were ſlaine. # The Ghoſts of the fifty Capraines, which Tydews before . 
had flaine. k Apolld's prieſt, as befor, { The. Deſtinues which {pint . 
the thred of life, m Which ſhewes they Were Capraines, with which , 
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| » Laixs(tands on Corytns bankes alone ; | 
Brought back to hell by » Hermes : he ſquints on 
- His wicked grand-ſon (For he knew his looke ; ) 
No draughts of blood, or other ſhowres he 0 tooke, 
As tlother Ghoſts ; bur breathes immortall hate. 
Tirefras ſtraight leaps out. Thou, whom the Stare 
Of Thebes call'd their deſerving General, 
' Since whoſe death, no good day did ere befall 
' Þ Amphions towers ; Thou, whoſe bloody laughter 
Is full reveng'd in q thoſe which follow'd after, 
.And Ghoſt appeag'd ; Oh, whither dot thou fiye ? 
7 He whom thou ar, a lingring death doth dye : 
And knocks now at hels threſholds; dawbing ofre 
His empty eye-holes, with black filth, and gore : 
Depriv'd of day : beleev't, no death's fo vile. 
Why then dot ſhun thy harmleſle Nephew ? Smile 
On us: let this blood-offering ſuffice : 
And ſet this war's cvent _— our Cyes, 
s Angry,or : pittying. Then lle make good 
Thy « deny'd pafage over Lethes flood, 
In the defired w boat ; and holy duſt _ 
Shall cover thy pleas'd aſhes ; which Ile truſt 
Toth' care of Stygian Gods. Theſe dignities 
Appeaſe the Ghoſt, who moiſtning's x checkes, replies : 
Why, coztanean y Prielt, am I, by thee 
Raiſing the Ghoſts, call'd to this Augury ? 
And choſen firſt, to ſpeake of chance to come ? 
When thoughts of what's paſt, are too burdenſome. 
Brave Nephews ! (Fie for ſhame) mult our advice 


% 


# Mercy who by Foves command had ferch'd him thence. Ltb. 2, 
0 Refuling to be appeaſed by blood, milke or honey. p The founder 
of Thebes. q The puniſhment of OEdipxs and his ſons. r OEdipus 
waoſe eyes were out. 5 That ſo thou maiſt affright us. # That ſorthou 
| miſt prepare us, # Becauſe he was murthered, w Charons ferry-boar. 
x Either with the ſacrificed blood or with tcares. y Tirefias living in 
| Lajas's bis time. 
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Be ask'd ? Bring to your helliſh ſacrifice. _—_ | 
z Him, him, whoſe falchion made his Father bleed, © ' I 
| And to the womb that bare him, rais'd up ſeed.” - WM 
5 | Who now the Gods, and the black Furies crew 
725 Doth a tire, and for theſe wars to us doth fue. ' 
Bur if I needs mult fing ſuch times as theſe,” '' *- 
So far as b Lacheſis and b Megera pleaſe, _— 
| Ie ſpeake. War, war, vaſt troopes on all fides finds: "Wi 
X | And fatall /ars ſpurs on the Grecian minds. — | 
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739 Theſe muſt expeR Earths c monſters, darts from dheav'n 
Brave deaths, to which, no Fun'rals may be givn ", 
Byrh' e Law : the vi&t'ry, Thebes, will be thine ownez 
Fear not ; thy brother ſhan't enjoy thy Crowne.” © + 
Bur yet the Furies and that f double fin, 7 © + > | 

735 Back'c with thy g Fathers curſe, (woes me 1) ſhall wing 
Mid'ſt the ſharp ſwords ; This faid, he difappeats, | 
And's doubtfull riddles left them full of fears. '- * rf 

1.» Meane, time cold h Memes and the thickets NE 'Y 


Hercules's fame reſounds, the quarters were , | 
749 Oth' Grecian regiments ; who are greedy now © .. 
To get 5 Sidonian pillage ; thinking how © . 
To rifle batter'd houſes. Phebu tell, de | 
Who turn'd their rage, how ſtop'd, what crofle befell 
Them in their journey, The reports of Fame '' 
Gaves little lighe at firſt, Tir'd Bacchu came” | 
745 From watfare on tatn'd k” Aemm, where he taught: 
Arm'd / Getes his Orgies, and two ws winters broughe | 
| { OEdipus after he had killed his Father, marryed-his/Mother, on - 
whom he begat theſe ſons. 4 With curſes on his ſons. b The Deſti- 
nies and Furies, iuterrupred them in the middle of their Oracles. c Ag 
| Amphierazs found, who was ſwallowed up alive. 4 As Cepanems did, 
| who was ſtruck dead by lightning. e Prohibiting any ſlaine corps to 
| be buried, before the ghoſt was __— f Of murther and inceſt. | 
£ Which appeared in bork their deſtrutions. þ Where Hercules ſlew ': 
the vaſt Lion, # Thebane, named from Cadmus the founder, who was 2 
Sidonian, k Having conquer'd all the E:ſt, I Theſe with the Thract- 
as were taught by him, the art of drefling a vineyard. m Pur for the | 
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The top of ſhowy » Othrys to looke green : 

Jn » Rhotope. © OO ſhades erbem 

ad now he drives his vine-ſpread Charior, to | 

His p mothers wals : unbridled Ly»xes goe 750 ; 

{On either hand, and g Tygres lick the fome * 

_ reines long ſteep'd in wine. Behind do come 

[riumphing Prieſts, with ſpoiles of cattell ſlaine, 

fla d wolves, torne beares : Nor was this train 

More dull ; for Anger, r Fury, r Courage, r Fear, 755 | 
ic oy x Heat BY Oey, was there ; | 

ith ſtumbling » ſteps, Tents like their s King beſide, | 

But when he ſaw, a cloud of dult did hide ”" 

rac'd Nemea; and the ſun-beamies gliſtred bright 

Upon their ſteele, Thebes unprepar'd to fight : 50 

| ord arthe fight/thongh pin'd in face and breaſt) / 

The drums and erumpets, and {hll pipes he ceaſt, 

oſe divers tunes fill'd his aſtoniſh'd cars ; | 
ien thas he ſpake : This _—_— prepares 

My ruine, Ty Nations a ſl Go, : 7265 |” 

1s and my ': ſtepdame plotted this. 

Could nat ha ne eee” .s flames ſuffice? _ 

Could not the fires, which at.my w birth did riſe > | 

And lightoings, which I felt my ſelf 2 But muſt . | 

Curſt ſhee, ſtrike at the reliques too, and dult 770 

Of 7ove: loſt Concubine ? {hall ſhe deſtroy 

What's left, of Thebes 2 Ile chear them, to delay : 

Holla, Companions, haſte to yonder plaines. 3 

At's word; the harneſs'd x Tygres raiſe their manes, R 


2» Mountaines formerly covered with ſnow now planted with Vines. | 

0 Vines. Icarus was Bacchus's companion,  ſlaine by ſhepheards, who | 
were drunke, with the wine which he had given them. p Thebes where » | » 
'Semeale lived. q —_ which jog ws 78k pays in Mars yorgarwe | 
'# 'The companions of Bacchus. 5 Xe totrering, F who 

| with Semele coanſclled her to her owne JeftreRion! « With 
which at Fupizers appearance ſhe was burnt, w Being untimely chen 

$ borne, with the death of his mother, x Named in our Poct from Scy- | 
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775 Andhurry ſtraight roth' field. It was the time, 
When the faint day perceiv'd the Sun to climbe © 
Toth' height of heav'n; whillt little moyſture fill'd | 
Earth's chinkes, and every grove the skie beheld. 
He cals the warter-Nymphs, and thus begins 
780 Mid'lt of their filent round : Ye rurall Queens, 
The Rivers Deities, chief parts of my traine, 
Performe the taske we ſet : A while reſtraine 
The Grecian [treames, and founts, and pooles ; and ſtop 
With looſer ſands, their winding channels, up : 
735 Firſt Nemea's, whence they 'dvance againſt our towers : 
Let water flie toth* bottome : all the powers 
O'th' Sun help on, (if you be willing) now 
In's height : the ſtars beſides affiſt my vow : 
Erigones 7 dog foames ſtill : Go on with mirth, 
790 Creepe cheerfully i'th* caverns of the carth: 
Hereafter to full ſtreames I will invite you, 
And with choice offer'd preſents will requite you : 
Bold hornefoot Satyres night- thefts Ile forbid, _ 
And z Faxnes hot rapes : This ſaid, a thin foame did 
795 Sceme preſently to overſpread his mouth : 
And his green garlands moiſtures parch'd with drouth. * 
Straight, a dry thirſt draines the a Tnachian land,? 
Streames ebbe, on founts and lakes a ſcum does ſtand: 
O—_ now were pav'd with hardned mud, | | 
Earth pin'd ; the corne-cares hanging downeward, ſtood 
Soo On wither'd ſtalkes : The cartel! cheated,roare 
| Onbankes of rivers, where they ſwum before. 
So when b Xileflowes back to his mighty den, 
And's c winters food within his ſprings does pen, 
The dogftar, once ſon to Erigone, who challenges a ſhare in Bac 
derkom pt Icarus. 7 Who being well li Gor'd, uſed int 
night to raviſh the Nymphs. 4 Grecian, named from King Inach2 


b The great @/£gyprian river, whoſe overflowing makes the whos 
Land fruitfull. c His ſtreames fed by the winters thowres: 


8 . Statir Thebaid.'Lib. IV. 
ry vallies reake, and e-£gyprs gaping ground 
xpedts to hear the ada | 6 And ; 
ill at their prayer, he feeds the Pharias plaine, 
ad crownes that year witha rich crop againe. 
 e Lyrceus dries, and poyſnous. e Lerya, fo 
reat e Inachus, fo does e Charadrus too, 
hich caſts up floating ſtones : and Eraſme, 
hat reſts not in his channell ;- hither joyne 
noother AFeriox : th'others us'd to creepe 
arough deſcrts, and diſturbe the ſhepheards ſheepe. 
ely f Langzia feeds her ſilent waves 
th' Gods appointment, in her ſecret caves, 
relimore's lofle, had not yet made her owne 
i a _ m—_ the a} oy __— knowne : 
gliding thr e wood in by-waies, the 
- ihe ſtreames : Great ſhall her glory be, 
ſhen Grecian Peeres in 5. Trieterick games, . 
pwne fad & Hy/ipyle's, and { Ophelres Names, 
Now,(tortur'd thus with heat)they could not bear 
heir burning ſhields, nor their ſtrait breſt-plates wear, 
or were their mouths, or throats alone inflam'd, 
it inward' heat their panting hearts had tam'd. 
ſhrivel'd veines, no troubled blood did run, 
at clots to their dry ribs : Earth parch'd by th* Sun 
caths out hot clouds of duſt ; no ſhowres of fome 
rop from the wry ma which champ upon 
bits, and thrult their curb'd rongues out, 

of law, nor riders ; but inflam'd, run OY 
bout the field. The King ſends ſcouts to ſpic | 
p The rivers Catarafs which fill alf the land with noiſe. ce Rivers in. 
f The fountaine which Hyfipyle ſhewed to the Gracians! & O- 
es fon to King Lycurgus, who was nouriſhed by Hypſepyic, and ſlaine 
Serpent, whilſt the laying him aſide ſhowed the Grecians Langia's 
ter. þ For Langia w:s afterwards called Archemorus. i Solemne 
mes performed by the Graciens every three years in honour to Ar- 
norxs. k Firſt fled from her Country, and now required ag a ſa- 
ice by angry Lycurgus to his ſans ghoſt. [ Called afterward Arche- 


e he was the firſt ſJaine 1n theſe wars. \broad- 
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0 Lycurgus, the Gr.eczan Kings ſon ro whom the was nurſe. x As tol 
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Abroad, if all the Grecian pooles were drie z 
If m Ainimone had moiſture :' But, in vaine ; 
Heat drunke up all, nor was there hopes of raine, 
Like ſun-burnt Africks ſandy defarts, and  - 
Uncleuded 2» S:ene, fo appears the land. 

Wandring at lalt ( as Bacchw had deſign d) - 
Among the Woods, Hyp/ipyle they find 
O'ch' lodaine, ſad, yet beauteous : In her face 
Shin'd Majeſty, though none of her owne race, 
Bur young o Opheltes hung upon her breſt, 
Lycurg's unhappy ſon ; ſhe poorely drelt, 
With haire neglected, ſhew'd a grace beyond 
The power of grief. Adraſtis then, aſton'd, 
Spake thus : Great Sy/van Goddeſle, (for thy brow 
Denies thy morrall ſtock, who pleaſsnt-now 
Under heav'ns fire, ſeekſt for no waters) aid 
A neighb'ring people : Whether once a maid 
Of Dtzar's traine,ſhe bad thee turne a bride; 
Or from the skic, ſome heav'nly Love did flide 
To make thee fruitfull :- (for to Grecian beds 
The King of heav'n's no x ſtranger : ) See:the heads 
Of fainting troops. We thought by th' ſword to raze 
Proud Thebes toth' ground ; but our weake fate gives place 
To tedious thirſt now, which infeeblesall | 
Our ſpirits, and tir'd bodies do inthrall. C | 
Helpe our weake ſtate ; if troubled ſtreame thou know, _ | 
Or muddy poole: There's nothing is too low # 
For our condition : Thou art ſued to, y for | 
The windes and raine : Our ſcatter'd. ſtrength reſtore ; - 
Raiſe our diſheartned breſts with valour; ſo 
May thy ſiveet babe, with proſp'rous fortune grow. | 
7ove grant a ſafe returne ; how great a-prey 


| 
| 
| 
| 


' n A City dividing' e/£tbiopis and &/Egypt where it never raines 


Danac, &c. y Honour'd now, in the place of Fove, or &/£ olxs. 
I 4 Sha 
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Shall be thy offring then 2 I will repay 865 
Whole Thebane herds ; as many = gifts as men : 
This 4 grove ſhall ſhine with thy great Altar then. 

. This ſaid, heat does his ſpeech i*th* midlt control, 
And his dry tongue cannot expreſſe his ſoul : 
So gap'd they all for breath, and look'd agaſt. $70 
The 6 Lemmnian anſwers with eyes doweward calt ; 
Although from c heav'n my pedegree's deriv'd, 
How ſeeme I fo toyou ? Would I had griev'd 
No more then mortals. Here, rob'd of mine 4 own, 
You ſee me tend. a Nurſe-child ; 'Tis unknown 875 
Who dandles mine, or ſuckles them. Yer I 
Had once a Crowne, and royall Sire. But why 
Diſcourſe I this to you ? And ſtop you thus 
Tir'd, from your wiſht-for waters? Follow us ; 
Come on : perhaps Zengialtill can ſhew I 
Continued l{treames i'th* foord ; Shee's us'd to flow, 
When the hot- e Crab does entertaine the ſun, 
And th*dog-ſtar ſhines. With that, ſhe layerh downe 
Her clinging babe on the next turfe of gralle, 
($9 the Fates pleas'd) leſt he might ſtop her pace, 835 
As ſhe led on the Greekes ; And heaping flowers | 
"Under's pnwilling head, ſhe ſtops his ſhowers _ 
Of tears, with her ſweet Lullabies. Evinſo _ 
par f Oper ſhe bad her OR g0, ma R 
And daunce about young ove : th trembling ſtrike 899 
Their Cymbals ; /de does ori with the Geike 

Bur the young child laid in the lo 

On carths green lap, grovcling upon his face, | 


TR agen every particular Souldicr 2 ſpoile, 4 Ho- 
ing it, for noggin. which they found in Coe Hypfspile R 
daughrec ro Thoas King of Lemmos, c Being grand=child to Bacchus by 
the fathers ſide. d Her two ſons, which after in this ſtory find her. 
' £ The ſummer Tropick. f The mother of the Gods. The Prieſts 
F either feared $4uriv anger, or foreſenred the majeſty of Fove, 
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Sometitnes beates downe the willing fpires, and then 
Growne hungry, ctics for's tear, and laughs agen ; 
Or pratling words which quarrel! with his lips, 
Admires the whiſtling noiſe o'th* woods ; or clips 
Whats next his reach, or gapes for aire : Thus free 
From unknowne harmes, ſecurely wandreth ke. 
So did young Mars in the þ Odryſian ſnow, 
The ; winged God on CMenalus did io ; 
So young untir'd Apollo did before 
Tread on k Ortygia, creeping by the ſhoare. | 
They breake through ſhrubs and ſhady by-wayes : ſom 
Incloſe their guide ; the reſt behind her come, 
And crowd her on ; Shee treads the middle ground, 
With no ſmall ſpeed. And now the Vale does ſound 
With the neer ſtreame, which with a warbling noiſe 
Does fill their eares : There, in the Van, with joyes 
The ſtandard-bearer cries ; Harke, waters roare ; | 
The Army Eccho's, Waters : So, byth' ſhoare | 
O'th' / Grecian Sea, the boate-ſwaine ſhouting ſtand | 
Byth' oares, when th' Maſter-has diſcover'd land : | 
And thEarth againſt them ecchoes to their cry, | 
When worſhip'd Pheb, ſhewes m Lexcas to their eye, YN 
All ruſh into the foord at once : the firſt | 
And laſt could make no difference ; equall thirſt | 
| 
| 


Harneſt i*th' Chariots ; loaden horſes venter | 
With men and Armes : The whirlepooles ſwallow ſome; 
Stones trip up others ; No reſpet; or roome FF 
Is made far Kings o'rethrowne ; No help to fave 
A crying friend : The foaming waters have 
No reſt far from the fount. Ev'n.now the flood 


b Thracian, from whence Mars had his originall. #* Mercury. k Th 
Iſland where he was borne, ſince called Detos, 1 Named from Am 
bracia, a City of Epire, a Country; of Greece, m A promontory 
the Epirorick Sea. 4 2 
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Jntam'd by. th' Sun; 


Where Heraules kill'd Neſſus. 
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Vas pure, and clear®#toth* bottom 5 now the mud 
Sq up defiles _ Then echo the banke ; 
read down the : Their thirlt though quench'd, thei 
his puddle water ſtill. You'd thinke they are ke 
ighting a batrell ; thinke, that open war 
ped now i'th* channell, or ſome City were 
aken and fack'd by the proud Conquerer. 
And mu o'th” CO in redo o'th* lood 
epins thus : Nemea, thou molt ſpringing wood, 
manſion fit for » ove ; as dang'rous now 
s Hercles found thee, when he brake in ewo 
he o monſters creſted neck, and prelt his cough 
roud ſoul in his ſwolne limbs : Be it cnough, 
tat hitherto malitious windes did blow 
Jpon thy peoples enterpriſe. And oh 
ou p horned /pring, of this eternal! river, 
w joyfull, ſwelling ever ; 
rom whatſoever houſe thy cold head flows : 
vr neither hoary winter lends thee qg ſnows ; : 
or th' r Bow powres ſtreames,ſtol'n from another ſpring; 942 
Dr watry Phads,clouds to feed thee, bring : | 
L NOL run'lt, thine owne, UNconquer 
ot either 5s Xanthws, nor Pheb's t Laden _ 
dmpare with thee, nor threatning « Sperchins, nor 
= uit w Lycorme : In peace, and clouds of war, 
le celebrate thy praiſe at ſacred Feaſts. 
ext Fove's thy honour. Welcome but thy guelts 
From war with joy; open kind ſtreames againe 
T'our weary limbs : Owne thy defended traine. 


d by the ſtars. 


' » Where he was worſhip't, and Lycurgus father t» Archemorus 
yas his Prieſt, o The Lion which he ſlew there. p See the reaſon, 
ib. 2. For thoſe rivers | which were fed by raine or ſnow 
ere ; 0x7 Bl r . The rainbow. 

5. u A Theſſwian City, neer which the Centaures inhabited. 


s One in Lycia, the other in 
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After their thirſt was quench d, Hypſip'les ſtory 
Ts ask'd by King Adraſtus ; She, though : aw. 
Replies : I'me borne a Lemnian, Thoas's daughter ; 
Where Venus, by Polixo's mouth, breath'd ſlaughter 
To all our males ; and all, but Thoas, feel 

Our ſwords : Him, Bacchus guides : The Argo keel 
Toach herein a ſtorme;Their landing's ſtop d,before 
We knew them , then receiv'd : Two ſons I bore 

To Jaſon : They depart : I'me baniſh'd, Here 

A ſerpent hll'd Opheltes : Cap'neus's ear 
Diſpatch'd him : She laments : Lycurgus tried 

Her death ; they guard her : Th infant's deified. 


Heir thirſt now quenc'd ith* river,roil'd with mud, 
The bankes were broke, whilſt they dranke downe the 
The metrall'd horſe prance fiercer, in the plaine; (floud: 
The foot do ſhout ; mens ſoules reviv'd again; 
So did their rage, and wiſhes ; as if fire 
Mixt with the {treame, had kindled their deſire 
To bloody war. In ranke and file they're plac'd, 
And order'd {tritly;' as they were lifted laſt 
Under their leaders, they are bid advance. 
And now the firſt duſt rais'd ; the fun-beames glance 
Through the thick woods, upon their Armes. So when 
Hoarſe ſhoales of cranes come from 4 white 6 Nile agen, 


4 A colour made of the ſpume of the ſea bak'd on the ſands. b On 
whoſe warme banks they bad winter'd.: 
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When winters over, where warme E oypt had 
Defended them ; they croſt the maine, and c ſhade 
' Both Sea and Land : The untra& aire does hear 
Their gagling tight : Now Northern d ſtormes they bear ; 
Swim in thaw'd {treames, on bleake e Heme ſummering, 
Adraftuhere, incircled with a ring 
Of Nobles, under an old aſh did ſtand, 
Reſting on Polynices Spear,his hand, 
And ſpake thus : Thou, who haſt the glory, that 
So many troops to thee do owe their fate, 
(An honour worthy of heav'ns Soveraign King) 
Tell ns (fince we ſtand quickned by thy ſpring) 
Thy ſtock, or land : derived from what ſtar ? 
"Thy Father : yet ſome God-head can't be far. 
Though fortune's fled,thy blood does Nobler flow, 
And Majeſty ſhines in thy aflited brow. 
The Lemmian ſighes, and ſhedding modeſt tears, 
Shee anſwers : Gen'rall,you renew my cares, 
' And rub my wounds, to ſpeak o'th' Faries, and 
' f Lemonos,and Geniall ane qurwic #4 10 ſtain'd ; 
And all our Males flaine with ac Reel :; 
The horrid fa ſtrikes terrour: now I feel; 
Cold Furies at my heart. Oh Caitiffs, thus 
Inrag'd | oh night ! oh Sire ! "Twas I, (ne're g bluſh 
For your kind guide : ) *Twas h I alone that 
My reſcued Father. But theſe evils need 
No ſuch long Preface : And your armes controle, 
With the great reſolutions of your ſoule : 
This may ſuffice : I 7hoas's daughter, call'd 


e Being ſo great a ſhoale, d Which in Thrace are uſuall. c A Thre- 
cian mountaine. f Where the women inraged by Venus, who was 
e&ed in their Sacrifices, ſlew all the Males. g As if ſhe were 
ftun'd with her Nationscrimes, þ She ſaved her Father Thoas, who 
alone eſcaped the deſtruQion, 4 
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Hypſip'le, # ſerve Lycargus now inthral'd. "2 þ 
This does poſleſle their ſoules ; and-now ſhe ſhines 
More glorious,and ſeemes fir for ſuch & deſignes: - ,, 
Then, all would know her chance : Adraſtus | 
Exhorts her thus: Come on, report the worlt 
Of their baſe enterpriſe ; thy praiſe ; their grief; 
How there depos'd, thou ſought here for relief; | Y | 
(Our Van does march before : for in the wood | 
O'regrowne with ſhrubs and briars, 'cis not good 
To paſſe in a full body : ) *Tis ſome reſt = | 
In miſery, to have our griefs expreſt, t01g | 
Th' ! /£gean waves { ſaies (hee) beat on the ſhoare.___ 
| 


Of ſea-girt Lemmos ; Vulcan tir'd before x 

In fiery e/Etna, m here, takes breath ; the Land - _ 

Is cloth'd with » eFtho's ſhade, which nigh does ſtand - | 

Darkning the ſea with's woods. The 7 bracians trace /., . 

The other ſide : That o fatall ſhoare of Thrace, 

Our plague-! The Iſle was rich in valiant ſpirits 31 --- 

Not Samos, not p reſounding Dele inherits - 7 

More buds of Fame ; Not all the coaſts, are waſh'd. - .- 

By foaming e/£gexs. But the Gods have daſh'd_._ .: .../ 

Our peace : Nor want we guilt: No fires did ſhine .. : ,... 

On 9 Yenus Altars, nor had ſhe a ſhrine. ' | 

Thus grief, long ſince, her heav'nly mind controls, 

And {low-pac'd puniſhment creeps on our ſouls. | 
| 
' 
| 
| 


# The Lemniau women offended at her mercy ſhewed to her Father 
would have flaine her ; but ſhe. avoiding them fell into the hands of. 
Pirates who ſold her to Lycurgas, as appears afterward. k Of preſer- 
ving a whole Army from ruine., 1 Named from @& geus the father 
of Theſews. m The 1ſland bcing dedicated to him. #» A mountaine Þ 
of a vaſt height, between Macedonie and Thrace, overſhadowing the Þ 
Iſle Lemos, - o Either occaſioning. our miſery, or by their wicked. 
examples of Progne 8c. teaching us. þÞ Famous for Apollo's birth. 
q They were ſo true ſervants to Vulcan, that they negleed Fours whe * 
abuſed him. i. 
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” mas and th* hundred Altars, ſhe forſooke. 
Careleſſe of face orhaire; they fay ſhe broke 

Her coupling - girdle, baniſhing her payre 

Of young 1dalian 3 doves: Nay ſome declare, 

They faw the Goddefle, i'th* darke ſhades of nighe . 
Weare other flames, and with new darts affright. 
*Mongſt Furics, ſhe into their chambers breakes, 
Filling their cloſeſt roomes with ewining ſnakes : 

And terrifies all houſes ; withour pity 

To her poor = faithfull husbands wretched City. 
Forthwith all tender Love from Lemnes fled ; 

Hymer's diſplac'd,his Torches w trail'd, the bed , 

The Geniall bed grew cold : No joyes at night ; 

No ſoft imbraces cheriſh'd fleep - Bur ſpite, 

Rage, hatred, diſcord/fils the ſheets. Our men - 

Are plotting, how to rout proud Thracians, in 
Troppoſite Coaſt, and how to triumph over 

That war-like people : and when they diſcover 

Their houſe or babes, ſtand on the adverſe ſhoares, 

They choſe x e/Edpnian cold, where* y eArito; roares: 
Oc after battaile, in rhe ſilent night, 

Loud torrents breaking from the hills, delight. 

The woman fad, drench'd night and day in tears, 

(My virgin years were not then ripe for cares: ) 

Mix'd comfortable words, or gaz'd upon 

Curs'd Thrace on t'other ſide. The mid-day Sun 

Poiz'd then his horſes in the height of heav'n, 

though they'd ſtop'd : « Four thundercracks were giv'n 


y The Cyprien /cicy where ſhe was worſhip'd. 5 Of this Ceſton, 
read Lib. 2. with this ſhe honoured lawfull marrliges, 1 Which drew 
her Chariot : ſhe negle&s all pompe and beaury. u Who continued 
cgnſtant to her,norwithſtanding Mars's adulteries. w Alluding to the 
zſtomes of Renegados in an Army, who ia this poſture, ſubmir to the 
adverſe Generall. x Named from j&/£ gon a Thracian mountaine on 
hich they warred. y The conſtellation next the Northern pole. | The 
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 Open'd its flaming top: Th' e/£gean, when 
* The windes were quiet, did worke high, and roare, 
And with proud ſwelling waves did beat the ſhoare. 
When ſodainly « Polixo, ripe of age, 
; Carried by th' Furies in a horrid rage 
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From the clear skie : Four times black YVulcans dem = 


Unuſually, flies from her cell abroad ; 
Like Thebane Thyas, tols'd by th' b frantick God ; 
When's Orgies call, th'c [dean pipes invite, 
And 4d Evan ſounds downe from the mountaines heigſ. » 
Thus, with ghaſt looks,chill'd blood,and roaving eyes, 
She frights the e naked City, with mad cries ; 6 
And gathers an afſembly ; knocking at 

Barr'd portals ; with her ſons, the f wretches, that 
Attended her : They all, inrag'd no leſle, 
Breake out, and to Afinervas Temples prefle. 
Thither we crowd with ſpeed, without reſpect 

To order. —__ this guide t'our bloody fat, 
With a drawn ſword, bids ſilence ; then breakes out 
I'ch' midſt, to this diſcourſe : I am about 

A brave exploit, which heav'n and grief ordaines : 
Strengthen your ſouls, ye widowed Lemnians, 
Forget your ſex. If you are griev'd to keep 

Your naked wals eternally, and weep 

For wither'd youth, and barren years ſpun out 

With laſting tears ; I've found a way (no doubt, 

The Gods proposg'd it) 'to renew your g pleaſure ; 
Let but your ſorrows your brave courage meaſure. 
For tell mee ; ſince three winters hoard the ground, 
Who, wedlock bands, or ſweets of Love has found ? 


4 The frowardeſt paricide amongſt the Lenmians. 'b Named from. 
the effe&, becauſe in his Bacchanals he made his I-riefts ſo. © The hill 
where theſe feaſts were celebrated, d One of the names of Bacebus 
there called upon. e Forſaken by the men. f Whom ſoon after the 
flew. g Loſt by the abſence of your husbands. 
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ſhoſe breaſt has warm'd his wife 2 whoſe travailhas = 125 
Cina eas'd > whoſe hopes were ſwell'd to paſſe  , 
ie reckoned moneths 2 Such peace, as beaſts and birds 
pupling injoy ? Dull ſouls 1 ſhall vengefull ſwords 
e put byrh* þ-King in his Greek, daughters hands ; - 
he, joy'd with their husbands miſchief ſtands, 130 
ioſe ſecure ſleepe is bath'd in their.own blood ? 
x we're tame fooles | yer, if you thinke it good 
0 aRby necrer preſidents; behold, 
t Thratian's Procxe teach you to be bold ; 
toſe hands reveng'd her bed, and feaſted on 135 
der husband. . Neither are you call'd upon 
by one that's ſpotleſſe. See, my family 
full, I've travaild oft : Theſe four which lic 
Vithin my lap, their Fathers pride and joy, 
le {lay at once, though tears and kiſles oy 
ly rage - Ile mix the brothers gore and ſlaughter ; 
ad whilſt they're gaſping, ſend their father after. 
Dares any kill ſo many? --- More ſhe ſaid ; | 
When on the Maine before them, failes were ſpread. 
t was the. k Lemmian fleet. Polyxo then 145 
oy'd, takes th'advantage : ---- Are we wanting, when 
he Gods call on us ? ſee their navy ; heav'n, 
Kevenging heav'n theſe to our wrath has giv'a ; 
ad favours our deſigne, Nor are my dreames 
aine : with a naked weapon Venus ſeemes 150 
reſented in my ficep ; and cries; why looſe ye 
ime thus? caſt off theſe husbands that abulc ye.' 
le light new fires : you ſhall be better wed : 
ith that, ſhe laies this ſword upon my bed ; 
tis very ſword, beleev't. Take counſell then | I55 


b Dengue perſwading his fifty daughters in one night to murther 

heir husb2nds. # Who flew her husband Tercus and ker ſon Itzs be- 

auſe her bed w2s abuſed by Philomela. k, Returning home after three 
rars wars With the Thracians. | 
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185 Poor wrerches, whilſt ye may : Bzhold our men | 
B-labour yonder Sea, untill itfoame ; 
Perhaps they bring their 7 Thraciaz ſpouſes home: 
This rais'd their jealons envy, with a ſhout 
Which ſtrook the ſtars. An 17s Amazonian rout 
199 You'd thinke did rage in Scythia, ora troope 27] 
With » haif-moone, Targets roar'd ; when Lars does ope ÞÞ 
The gates of » war; and cals to fight, Nor yet | 
Did ſeverall cries, or differing humours whet 
Their mindes, as th'rabble uſe. All rage alike, 
195 All would lay houſes defolate,and ſtrike - 
At old and young: babes from full rears are pull'd, 
And throuzh all ages, ſhall their ſwords be dull'd; 
A grove then greene ſhaded the ground before 
HMinervs's p (pires : darke of it ſelfe : but more, 
200 A hill o'rchuag ir : theſe rwo ſhades benighred 
The Sun : within this place their faith was plighted: 
Marrtiall q Enyo thou waſt witneſle : So ; 
Was r Proſerpine : The Stygian Furies too _ 
(Hell opening) came s nnask'd. But every where 
205 Yenns ch-ats, mix'd : amongſt them : Shee does bear 
A brandiſh'd ſword : She does inflame their ſtrife, 
* Nor us'd they common blood : Caropses wife 
Offters her ſon : the others, ſtraight addrelt, _ 
With fwwords and hands teare his amazed breſt : _ 
210 Anddiptin's « blood they ſwear their ſweer (ins over ; 
Whilſt the young Ghoſt about her eyes does hover. 
At ſight of this what horrour ſeis'd my brelt ! 
How pale I look'd } So when a Doc's diltreſt 


T Spoken, to inflame their jelduſkes. m "The wernen fighters; under 
their Generall Penibiſeles, n Which tl.c Amatonians uſed as Virgil de- 
ſcribes them. 0 Alluding ,to the Roniine Temple of Fans. þ The 
Temple of Minerca, and its fituarion; 'q Bellond'tifter to Mars: r The 
Spacer ro Ceres, s Being alwayes officious in mifchief.” # Love be= 
ing but one degree removed from Fury, u Wirth which they ſeale thrift 
covenant of miſchicf. ' : p 
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By bloody wolves, her tender foul commands 
o ſtrength, bur in her ſpeed her comfort ſtands © 
Doubtful ſhe flies, and every ſtep they ſtraine 
Shee thinkes ſhee's canght, and hears their ſnaps in vaine, 
| Theflectarriv'd, and ſtrooke upon the ſand 
Fth' hav'ins month ; they headlong leap to land. 
Poor wretches | whom the rage of Thracian war, 
nd th'Occans boiſtrous waves thus w long did ſpare. 
And now the temples ſmoake : vow'd Sacrifices 
Are thither drawn : but a x darke flame ariſes 
rom every Altar : Nor doe th'entrailes reake 
Intirely, but an angry God they ſpeake. 
Zove brought vols more ſlow, and I conceive 
Out of his mercy, whillt che Fatcs gave leave, 
e ſtop'd the moving heav'ns : Nor ever yet 
Darkeneſſe forbore ſo long, when Sun was ſer. 
laſt the ſtars aroſe and ſked their light 

On z Pares, z Thafes, the thick a Cyclads: Night 
Dnely hung heavily o're Lemme: : here 
Darke clouds which mantled the black sky, appear, 
yo: alone, toth' wandring ſea-mans eye 
Is undiſcern'd. Now leaving houſe, they lye 
Spread through their ſacred groves: and warm their ſouls 
ith coſtly banquets ; where their deepelt bouls 

cleans'd, with dranghts as large. Where they relate 
[Their battels fought on þ Srrimons bankes : their fate 
On c Rhodope : how in cold c e/Eme they ſwer. 
INay their lewd wives, in gorgeous dreſle were ſer 


w To periſh now more diſhonourably by their wives treacheries. 
x The colour being ominous. y. Ludfarius rels us of a figne in the 
[intrailes, called Deus, which if it be intire, diſcovers a propitious hea- 
{ven ; but if abſent gr mucilated, the contrary - but gratis dicjs, The 
Labſence or diſlocation, or ſpeckling of any part of rhe encrailes is ſuf- 
{ ficient, | Two of the Iflan data the laſt overgrown with woods. 
Ls Fifty three Iſlands, ſo called frum their forme, in the &£ geanſea. 
IS A nag" where they had joyned battell, c_Thracjan moun- 
wines where they tought. OT : 
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Among their revels too, and garlands': When 
Ro rch' _ ; night, oſies the 4 rags hf 
. ny ter long diſcontents, a s them 
; For a ſhort e time, itt ne kin g Ther breaſt 
With dying flames, Now, woe tel The rom 
And made an end of revelli | | Py 
Of nights firſt whiſpers ceas' i leepbefet ny OY 
12o With ſhades of” (ca oenbl Deark, and ver | e' 
With Srygian dew, imbrac'd the dyi > towite, ; "ITY 
And pour'd from's f angry horne, dull'fimber hn owes | 
Seizing o'ch* males : Wives, Mothers, Siſters watch '' 
Whetring their ſteele with joy, and lic at rl | 
125 For miſchief; then attempt a deed ſofoutt* ''' 
A proper Fury raignes in _ 
Fl Hircaniantygers ſo the her mcloſe, : 
In Scythian plaines, whom morning {__ - oo 
Rouſe up, and th'ravetions whelps roare for their pag | 
130 Mongſtalithe ſhapes of murther, hoſe nag, Þl? 
Shall I report ? Raſh Gorgefets upon © -- 
h Crownd Helim,ſmorting out his liquor, of 
His tapeſtry coverings : Shee, his garments tears, - ” 
To feele for's wounds ; whoſe wretch Mepintry 
135 At dearh's approach: He, with a rovit {= . 
Of's heavy eyes imbrac'd her; Shee mu 
Stab'd him i*ch*back, who gtaſp'd her ſtill; yer gy, 
Untill the point o'rh' ponyard oy tier breft; = 
This ſtops her rage : He, gentle (611 and kitid: if yo Fr 
140 Looks up, with trembling eyes and voſes,to ltd OREN 
40 rot 
His Gorge, * culling her unworthy netk: '* - _— 
Of none 0 *h* common peoples death, Ile ſpeak, 1 
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; ough cruell:tgoz but Weepema kinſmens Fate; 
on i fe | vl, NE 
> "d.Crenexs, with thy locks 
;folter-brothers, both whoſe ſocks 
apher-in a 5:crooked line. - 
| him Ea jt $62 7 ard,brave Gyas, thine ? 
Jaw bloody Aermidon. 
, how the bart*rous mother flew her ſon - 
popens as as OTH Crownes he skips 2: 
y Lycaite\ weeps, 
et: | ew her image in. |. 
lis falling li markes his roſie chin, 
nd gold-i - But her fierce Mother, 
ith threats rage her chen upon her brother, 
Having firſtſlaine her.ſpouſe,) and armes her hand. 
5 Lions bro ought toth* Keepers ſoft command, | 
org their ef no affront or ſtroke 
ſouls to wonted rage provoke : 
d ſhe fell Pts upon him ;-falne; (he keeps - 
Iis blood, which ſtream'd | into her lap : and dips 
rorne haire.in his wounds. . But when I ſaw 
leimides, her fathers head diſplay, 
ich / mutter'g fill, and brandiſh her ». pale ſteele; 
My haire ſtraight ſtood on end ; My ſoul did feele 
Stran Fehormour, Twas, methought, my Thoas dead ; 
hat hand ſeem'd mine. Straight to my Fathers bed. 
i went, He (ar ns ſleep wy _ Go 
zughts 2) long ſince in's boſome weighes 
ls *rwas > (Though's palace ſtood not nigh 
he City : ) ) ahedead of night what cry 
| frighted reſt > I with a trembling tongue 
Relate their guilt; how » griev'd;whence o courage ſprung; 


FORE; ſons of King Thoae. k . Azyoun Virgins uſe. 
[The lips moving after death. m. The old man nor having blood 
enough to paint it red, 'N At their husbands abſence, # End be 
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. Breakes from him ſodainly. I knew him well : 
' Andyetno s garlands made his temples ſwell, 


| 0 You for your ſex, I for revealing their deſigne. F Whoſe Kin 
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How none could ſtop their rage ; Then cry'd;; away, - + 
Wretch'd Sir, they're here ; They'le intertept your ſtays 
o We both perhaps (kall rue it; Mov'&with this ' 7! 
He riſes from his bed Our paſſage is' '. #5 ©5499 
Through the back-lanes of thy City wherewepie' > 77 
Muffied in clouds heaps of night flaughrees lis, 1907 jy 
Who fell, chat bloody Veſperin the grove : (2/2 
Here groveling faces with their pillowsftrove ; 
The rapiers hilt out o'th*clos'd wonnd appears, 
And broken truncheons of their weighty ſpears : be 
Swords pinck'd their cloaths and breafts alike'; we vi 
Goblers o*rthrowne, with's laughter Feaſts imbru'd.””"'-{ 
Their wine, like torrents, from their marigledchroars, "| 
Mingled with blood ſtream'd back into'their pots. 
Young men lay mixt with old ; whoſe hoary head * | 
The ſword would rev'rence: Gafping infants ſpred ' | -* 
Upon their groaning fires, i'th* dawne of life* ' 
Sob out their trembling ſouls : With equall ſtrife 
The feaſting p Lapithans doe riot, in Bike 
Cold Ofſa's top, when with large cups of wine 
The 9g cloud-borne ſons are warm'd.Scarce angry growne 
They riſe and fight, their tables overthrowne. | 

Then r Bacchw firſt affrights our ſenſe,?7th' night, 
Aiding's diltreſt ſon Thoas : glorious light 
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No ycllow grapes did part his haire : He ſeem'd _ 
Clouded, from's eyes t unworthy ſhowresſtream'd : | | 
And ſpake : Whill Fate made powerfull Lemos thine, 
And fear'd of other Nations, I did joynie 


Pcrithous, flew the Centaures, who wonld have ravithed his bride 
his marriage feaſt. q The qhe to begot by Ixion on a cloud, whic 


was preſented in Funo's place to his imbraces. 7. Named here fror 
Thyone, or Semcle jo called, 'the mother of Baccbns..s With which Bas 
&þus is uſually adorned, t Teares being beneath.a God. | 
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with thy juſt labour, Son ; but now '305 
ENITN intwo; 
o prayers Or tearmhich I have powr'd i in vaine 
efore Foves throne, conld a reprizve obtaine : 1 3 
l honors ro his » deughter's paid, 
ALTET your | and thou deſerving maid, 310 
l5 ly grand-chil ' guide thy Father where the ſhoare 
is out, byth? double peere, There, where they roare 
h' gate, Henus w porter ſands, : 
irt witha ſword, and iwhdts their rage : (What hands 
ke Goddeſle wears | whence grew her martiall.x ſpirit !) 315 
ommit to th* » Deep thy Father : Ile inherit 
ran ;This ſaid, be ſprings i'ch' airc againe ; 
darke-ſÞades obſtruct our fight, a traine | | 
Fig cn resp his path, Thoſe markes I follow, 
recommend my Sire clos'd ina hollow 320 
,t0 the Sea-gods, winds, z e/£geon too 
ing round the Cyclads. Tears did low 
parting, without meaſure : Till the day- 7 : 
iſcovering Rac,had chas'd the reſt away 
n th'Eaſterne heav'n. Then I ſtrange doubts did roul, 325 
irfulll, ''th' (heare.; whiilt my divided ſoul 
1 ſcarce confide in < Bacchau ; Walking thence, 
left my heart there : Nor could I diſpence 
ith reſt, till f had view'd from every hill, 
That winds aroſe, or if the ſeas were ſtill, 332 
The bluſhing morne breakes, Tice» ſheds a ray 
iſmantiing heav's, yet croſle to Lexnes : Day 
des guide her 5 frighted Reeds into a-cloud.. - 
hen were theit works of darkneſſe ſeen ; their blogd 
inted their cheeks, fearing the light ſhould peepe, 335 | 
all were guiky : Straight they buried deep \ 
wn had Lac _ deftruGion. w * Tr—_— torr 
x ten now 
ing open. © The Dery oftice's Sea, ph op Lemaws ndebe other | d 


als were ſented. 's Whoſe connf{dl ti had folloned, b Terrified 
| b ſo bloody a fpetacle, | 
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Their ſlaughter'd corps, or with nimble fires 
Conſum'd them. Glutted Fexus now retires 
Wich all her Furies,from the Towne ſh'ad fack'd : 
1' 340 And then their leiſure ſerv'd to recolle&t | 
Their deeds : to tear their haire ; and dew their face, 
Our fruitfull Iſle was knowne by th' ſite, a place 
Once ſtor'd with wealth, Armes, Men ; inrich'd of late 
By th* c Getichtriumph : Now's an empty ſtate, -. 
345 Torne from the world, not byth* Seas breach, not by 
The enemies force, or an unluckie skie, 
There's none alive to plough the ground, there's none 
To cut the Seas : Houſes are ſilent growne : 
Blood covers all ; black gore the fields does ſtaine : 
350 We; onely- d wee, i*th* ſpacious ſtreets remaine 
And th angry Ghoſts hover about the ſpires. 
I too, did build e a pile for lofty fires 
T'th* inner Court &'ch' Palace, throwing on't \ 
My Fathers Armes, and robes our Kings were wont 
*| 1 355 To wear, and's Scepter : Then I ſadly ſtood : 
| . Nightheamaz'd flames: my ſword wastaind with blood: 


Where I wept ore the cheat o'ch* empty pile, 
Fearing their f rage ; and prayd,that by this wile 
My Fathers Fate, and doubtfull fears of death 
| 360 Might vaniſh, For theſe g merits, they bequeath 
| This puniſhment, his Kingdome ; I muſt fir 
F'th* royall Throne : Such faith, my craft did get. 
Conld I refuſe then, thus beſet ? I went : 
But call the Gods to witneſſe my intent, - 
My faith, and my unſpotted hands, I gain'd 
365 Abloodlefſe Empire: (*twas a dire commanid :) 
Poor, ſad, h beheaded Lewes. Sorrow tote 
"Their waking ſouls, by this time, more and more: 
| c e of Thratia over whom the Lemnians had trinmphed. 4 The 
Fmale Sex. c Counterfeiting her fathers funcrall. f If they knew her 


the Malcs, 


had killed ber father, þ Having loſt all 


1 
| 
| 
| 

1 

| 


mercy in the cloſe conveyance of Kine Thoas.. & They ſippoſing the 
b, | 


i 
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They ſigh aloud : Pelyxo's curs'd anon : 


| Altars toth* Ghoſts they ſtraight decree to reare, 
And by their buried aſhes often 7 ſieare. 
So'when the trembling heifers ſee with fear, 


Which / ſerv'd chem all, and did command the Chaſe, 

The pride 0'ch* herd : They having loſt their grace, 

Diſmembred:droop ; becauſe their King is ſlaine, 

The fields, and Tprings, and the mute drove complaine, 
Bar fee, the m2 Pelian thip, with ſtem of brafſe 

Cutting the waves, through th* » untrack'd Seas does paſle 

With ſpreading failes : which th' o Argonauts do guide : 

The claſhing waves do foame on every fide : 

'You'd thinke. p Ortygia's bottome crack'd, and th' hill 

Tumbled i'th* Sea :- But, when the Ocean's (till, 

And th' oares laid by, a ſweeter voice ſalutes 

Our ears fro'th* keele, then dying Swars, or Jutes 


Twas known : ) there q Orpheus {caning to the maſk 
Sings, in the midſt o'ch? mariners, to cleer 

Their ſouls from ſenſe of r pains: Their coure they ſteer 
Toth' s Northerne coaſt, and borders ſtraightaed by 

t Cyanean flats, We judging them by th* eye. 

A Thracian power from houle to houſe do roale 

In troops, like droves, or ſhoales of winged fawle. 


g by their name, being achief part of divine worſhip, 
& Lions which abound there. 4 The rowne bull. 9 Called Argo, but 
named here from the mountaine Pelizs in Theſſaly, where it was built. 
n Which before this-time never bore ſo great a veſſell,” o Faſon and 
his companions, named from Minas a Theſſalian King,. now failing 
to fetch the golden flecces. p The Ifle Delos, which fince Apollo's birth, 
was fixt and apparent. q T he ſon of OEager, fo brayean artiſt, that 
be drew the ſeas, attention after him. » Forgotten, by. his melody. 


|g. Where Coles lay, Little ſeager'd Iſlands called the mplegader 


# Sweating 


a 
And now they hate the thought of what they'd done : a me 


A Maxriteniax k foe their Captaine teare, | 8 : 


Touch'd by Pheb's hand: waves danc'd-to th' ſhip: (At laſt 


395 
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400 Where are the Furies now | 'we climbe toth* peers, *Þ 
. And wals o'ch' harbour whence our-proſpe&'s cleere 
BM 1 oth' Maine ; and ſcale our lofty turrets; whither 
* I «They trembling carry ſtones, and clubs, together 
. With their late hnsbands Armes, and weapons dy'd 
43 ,With ſlaughter : Neither are they ſham'd, to hide - 
 « + Their wanton cheekes in helmets, and put on 
Rough breaſt-plates. . Pa//as bluſh'd to thinke upon | 
Their boldnefle, and Afar: laugh'd in diſtant .» e/£me. 
. Now their raſh madneſſe firſt forſaketh them, 
410 Nor ſeemes it now a ſhip, but that the Gods 
By ſea ſent flow- pac'd vengeance, arm'd with rods. 
And now they ride a flight-ſhot from the ſhoare: 
When fove brings clouds, ſwolne-big with tempelts, o're 
The tackling of the Grecian ſhip : anon = 
415 The Sea wrought high ; The day had loſtthe Sun, 
Mantled with darkenefle : Th* water's black as th Aire: | 
Whilſt labo'ring winds the hollow clouds do teare ; 
| 
[ 


«| > And roule the Seas up : Moilt ned gravell heaves 
Our o'th' black whirle-pooles : all che Oceans waves 
| 420 Hang onthe wings o'th* wind ; and ready now 
To waſh the ſtars, the billowes breake in two. 
The tottering Keele, lefſe nimble's, leakie growne ; 
And w Triton plac'd i'th* ſtem, dives ſometimes downe 
To th' bottom of the gulfe, then ſtrikes the skies. 
425 Norcan the ſtrength o'th* x Demy-gods ſuffice. 
The reeling maſt does laſh the ſtreame ;- and teare 
The curling waves, whoſe unfixt weight they bear, 
The oares are tug'd in vaine : yet whillt they find 
Such labour to encounter Seas and wind ; 
.439 Wefrom the rocks and bulwarkes of the wall 
; With feeble armes ler flye our darts, which gall 


u The Thracian mountain where he kept his Rendeyour, w 
Natue in the beake which nam'd the ſhip. x Faſon and his partners 
with his ſhip Argo, were afterward tranſlated to the heavens. 
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3 Peleus and 7 T elumon, ( how bold we 
And z And « Hernan ic <5 th Hi 
Jndang Seas, and darts, together, 
So ne guard the ſhip, ſome ply the pumpe : and other 
Prepare to fight ; whoſe joynts unweildy faile - 
With 4 motion, nor can tott'ring ſtrength prevaile, 
We ply our weaponsſtill; our ſhoures of darts 
ill the clouds : huge ſtakes, and broken parts 
Di mil-ſtones, ſpears, granadoes, ſtreaming bright, « 
Sometimes i'th* Sea, ſometimes i*th* ſhip do light. 
The cover'd veſſel gapes, and the cloſe deck 
Opening the ſcames does give a mighty crack. 
So 7ove does batter fields with Northern haile: | 
'forrs of cattell droop ; drench'd wings do faile 
The birds ; Cone's lodg'd byth* bitter ſtorme ; there fell 
Streames roaring from the kils, and rivers ſwell. 
But when his darted fires the clouds did tearey 
And the brave Mariners byth' light appea 
r courage ſhrunke ; our hasbands pong. fell down 
CE handeagd now our 6 Sex we 0wne. 
We ſee the ſons of c AEacms, withall 
Anceus, threatning ruine to our wall: 
And c Iphitrs with a long ſpear does ſtop 
The ſhip from rocks : then f Hercles does oretop 
Ft aſtoniſh'd troop byth' head ; and yg ſtradling keep 
The full barke poiz'd ; yet would ſtep downe i th' deep. 
But þ fickle 7aſon, whom I knew not yet, 
Throughout the gall ries, oares, and crowde, docs whet 


7 ome of the Arganaxts. 4 Named from Tirms his native Country. 
The rouling of rbe ſhip did hinder their ſerled b Remem- 
that we were women. c Telamon and Peleus. d Neptumes: (on, 
ing of Sams. e The Champion that afterwards reſtored the 
Aer ſon of Amphirryo begot on his wite Alimens 
Leſt, iE with al lo wighe he ions hand onone Ces 
| eo ele i it. þ Well %e the name becanſe he forfooke 
xr for Mcdes, and afterwards Medea for Creuſa. 
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455 Now great 5 OEnides forward, ids now, 3:02 lf 
Now Tala, now k.7 jndarides whoſe brow 
' Lardourd with froth: With hand and voice aloud 
' He calsonCalaz, hid in's / Fathers cloud; | 
Striving to faſten ſailes toth* malt. The Seas, 
{ 460 And wals, are ſhaken with therr batteries. 
Yet can they not beat back the foaming Maine, 
And from our Towers their ſpears recoyle m'vaine, 
2» Tiphy: tries all the billows, tyring our | 
Th' » anruly fierne, then's pale and tackes about : 
465 Winding the head, which faine would ſplit 
The rocks, to th* right, and left. Till o &©/oxs ſon 
Tth' foredeck, holds up a Paledian bough | 
Of Olive, which before crown'd p ©Adop/aw's brow, 
And asks a truce, againſt his partners mind : 
'| 470 But's words arc overwhelm'd byth' boyſtrous wind. 
This ſtop'd our Armes : and now ſome reſt was giv'n I: 
Toth' breath-lefſe winds, & day Jook'd down from heay'n. 
|, Fifty leapt downo'th' ſodaine, on our ſhoare;; 
(The ſhips being faſtned, as they us'd before : ) 
475 Theglory of brave Anceſtours ; their brow 
Serene ; of an attractive frature ; now 
[ Their fear and rage had left them. So they ſay 
The Deities brake out, a ſecret way, 
When entring houſe, or coaſt, they thinke it good 
430 Tortaſt the ſun-burnt g e/£thropians food.” 
Rivers and hils make roome ; their foot-ſteps grace 
The earth, whilſt r e-4:l finds « breathing ſpace, 
Here we ſpice The/ſexs, proud of s5 JMrathons 
# Meleager ſon ro OEncas, & Either Caſtor or Polline the: ſons' of 
Tynderne, 1 Boreas who begat Calzis and Zethe on Orythia, raiſes cold 
7 ſtormesanddonds. m The chicf Pilot of the Argonauts, n Notea- | 
ſity gnided. o Faſor. p' The Prophet which with Amphiarans accom- ** þ 
pared the Argmans. Lib, 3. q A Nation withwhom the Gods 
were often converſant, becxuſe of thelr juſtice. » The empry heavens 
lying now lighter upon his ſhoulders. 5s A City infeſted with a mon+ 
ftrous bull, ſlaine by Theſcus, 


. » £: 
- - 
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Gain'd liberty : with Boreas his-: ſons TS 
Thi //marian brethren, whoſe bright » wings do beat 
Their temples : and eFdmetws, once more great 
Then unrepining W- Phe#' :; Smooth x Orphens, ſon 
; To rugged Thrace : Thy. y off-ſpring, Calder : 
With Nerewss 2 ſon-in-law 5 Th' « OEbalian pair, - | 
Which tir'd our doubrfull eyes; for both did wear 490 
Flame-colour'd cloaks, both ſhooke their ſpears, and both 
Had naked checks, their ſhoulders both uncloath ; 

þ Stars paint their locks alike.The way does c ſhine, 

Young d Hylas, following after, does decline 

Great Herc'les'; ſteps; for though his weight did make him 4; 
March ſoftly, yet his page could ſcarce o'retake him ; 

But carrying his 'e Zernean armes, the boy | 
Under his mighty quiver ſweats with joy. 

Now Yeme once againe with Loves coole flames 

" Kindles the churliſh hearts o'th* Lemnian dames, 500 
Queen 7«»o then inſinuates in their mind 
The Armes, and garbe o'th' men ; their gallant kind : 1 
+ All doores ſtraight open'd to them. Then they heat 

Their f Altars firſt and hainous cares forget ; 

They banquet, ſleepe ſecure, had quiet nights ; 5oy | 
Nay (heav'n deſign'd it ſare,) their guile delights. 
Perhaps you long too Gentlemen, to hear 
' My g crime-cxculing Fate : The Ghoſts do bear 

Me record, and my country- Furies, how 


43 


++ Calais and Zcte, begot upon Tſmarus a Thracian mountaine. « Fais- 
ned fo from their | —_ haire.wWho willingly was his beard{- 
man, x A moſt cn aſian borne in a moſt barbarous Conn- 
trey. y Mcleager ſon to Calydonian OEnews. 4 Pelcus who married 
Tethys the ay (1 of Nerews. 4 Caſtor and Pollux borne in OE baliaz 
Spartave city. b With the glory of the marching Heroes, whoſe loſle 
S made the Arganauts leave Hs Cardin maſter behind in Myfia. e With 

- Which he killed the Hydra. f Having not ſacrificed ſince the laſt maſ+ 
ſacre, g In entertaining Faſon, 


- 
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> Unwilling, how untainted I did go 
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Ta ſtrangers bed : (Gods anſwer for me':) yet | 

{9 by's flat'ries could with toyles beſet -. W 
oung h maides: (tain'd © Phaſis knows his looſe deſires 


F - 
P 
» 


You k Colchiant furniſh'd him with other fires. 7c 


Now the thaw'd /ſtars were watm'd byth' heightned ſan; 
When the ſwift year, through halfe the girdle run, - 
Gave us new Sons ; whoſe birth did crowne our vows, 
And Lemnes with ms unlook'd-for off-ſpring flowes, 

I likewiſe, made a mother, brought forth two, 
My forc'd beds Monument ; and did renew 


Their Grand(ires name, from this hard-hearted ſtranger: : I 


Nor ſince I left them, have I known their danger. 

If fortune pleaſe, a nurſe Lycaſte bred 

Them ſafe, full twenty years have paſs'd their head. 
The rage o'th* Sea was faln, and Southern gales 

Wait with more calmeneſſe now upon the fayles. 

The ſhip i'*th* quiet harbour hatesto ride, 


And draws the cable tite, with which” is tied. | 2 65- 


Ar this the Arganauts will put to Sea z 1: L 
Fierce 7aſon cals his comrades : oh, had he 17 
In ſmoother ſtreames paſs'd by my coaſt before, 
Who thus neglets his th and quits the ſcore 
Of's faith ingaged : Fame ſaics at diſtance, Greece 
Injoyes him now, return'd with » Phryx«s's fleece. 

Art the fixt 0 time, when p Tiphys had diſcover'd :. . -; 


" þ As bedid Medeg, and Crenſa afterwards. # The river where fe | 
dea baving ſlaine her brother Abſrtus, caſt him. piecemeale before her | 


Father, k 'Medea's Country, 1 Which ſceme to be frozen in his wits 
ter abſence, m All the males being flaine. n Who with his fiſter 


Helle, avoyding the rage of their Father Athamas, croſſed the feas on || 


the back of a ram with a golden fleece, ſhe was drowned, hee 
ro Colchor, where he ſacrificed the ram to Mars, and offered the fleece 
in his Temple, which Faſon afterwards by' Medca's helpe recovered badk' 
ro Greece. 0 When they had reſolyed to boyſe (ales. p The thipaa+ / 
ſer who judged of the weather, &/ 


$8 "£3 


; 
z 
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| 
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| 
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| Th' approaching skie, and redneſſe hover'd 
About the ſet ſuns bed ; new alas ! 

Were ſpent, another fare-well »/ night it was. 

The day ſcarce dawn'd, when ſofty7ſon urges 

To ſhip-board, giving the firſt ſtroake roth' ſurges. 
With longing lookes we follow after theſe, 

' Plowing the foaming back-o'th* ſpacious ſeas, | 
From rocks and tops of mountaine: Till the light 
Had tir'd our wandring eyes; and to our ſight 
The diſtant waves appear to tonch the s clouds, 

And th'edge of heave the warry ſurface crouds. 

Ry worefyen qd, that Ft ow £15 reigns 
nveigh'd in's brothers * {os now did raigne : 

Whilſt I unſpotted, kindled « empry fires. 

The bloody rabble gradge ; guile whets their ires : 

They call my deed Cacconnt : Cloſe whiſpers grow 
Between them ftraight : 'Wav't thee alone, conld ſheww 

Pity Cher friends ? We triamph'd ore the ſhine : 

No God nor Fate, which o're the towne does raigne, 
Commanded » this, ' Aﬀrighted at their words 
(For fad revenge drew neere : My realme affords 

ol any ſuccour :) ratomats wang I trace © 

ne y ſteateh, leaving * poflured gee c-H 

And marke which way my Father fled : bur now ' 

IT met no x God © For Pirates which did row 
To ſhoare, ſeis'd on me in the fienr ſtrand, 

And brought me thus a Captive to your land. - 

- Thus whilſt the Lenwmiertorh' Greeke Captaines ſpeaks, 

And with her plaints, ber force of ſorrow breaks; 


Betckening 2 faire: morning, r Recalling the memory of that 
wenn theyſlew their husbands. 5 The fea and skie appearing conter- 


whicher Thoar fled. # Which they conceived were ber farhers funerals. 
w Eicher ding her So PeTuys or rather om 1'y rhe 
owne credulity,who were delude olxxs, pretending the gods come 
| mand, x Ao facets, when Bacchws appe: {rp her Fathers eſcape. 


minqus to them tha ar diſtance beheld them. t Another &£ ge#s Ifle,, 
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565 Her y nurſe-child is forgor, (ſo heav'n diſpos'd :) | 
| Whoſe heavy eyes, and fainting mouth is clog'd 
Toth' flowry ground ; whillt childiſh ation tires ' 
Him to a ſleep ; claſping the graſly = ſpires. 
Meane while, an earth-borne Serpent in the fields 
570 Lifts up his creſted neck, whoſe preſence yeilds 
A a ſacred horrourtotl e-Lehear groves : 
His monſtrous bulke * ith* furrow'd ſands, he moves 
And drags his taile þchind ; Fire ſparkles from 
His eyes, and on his mouth ſtands a greene foame 
' 575 Of ſwollen venom : His three-fork'd tongue is darted 
Through his three rowes of teeth : His forchead's parted 
With the fad glory ofhis gliſtring ſcales. 
The country-man, this Serpent facred cals 
To the [nachian 6 Thand'rer, who protefts 
580 The place, and in theſe woods his ſhrine ered, 
An humble honour. Now the Serpent crawles 
Jn winding folds abour his Temple-wals : 
Anon, the oakes o'ch* wretched wood are torne, . 
2 And with's imbraces the tall beeches worne. 
I 585 Ofr-times, a rivers bankes on either ſide, 
| Stretch'd out, he prefſes : Whilſt his ſcaly hide 
Dams up the roaring ſtreame, But when the ground | 
Reaks now (as c Bacchus charg'd) & thNymphs are found 
Panting i'th* duſt, upon the earth he glides, 
590 With his indented back, and winding fides : 
Raging with greater danger, finec the fire 
Kindled his poys'nous thirſt : He rols i'th' mire 


7 Opheltes, Lycurgus's ſon to whom ſhee was nurſe. 4 With which he 
ſported before. 4 This creature being alwayes eſteemed conſecrated to 
, GU God. * They that fancy not this interpretation of — wefus | 
ſolurns, let them call it —— wanton folds, —— if they like it | 
better. I wiſh our Englzſb tongue could expreile Fradfwn, my cax5p 
Tay dpaxdvruy, more —_— b Fupiter, whoſe Prieſt, Lycurgae the. | 
childes Fathers was. « Who in fayocur of bis Cauncry- men the The-../ 
bancs, cruſed this drought before, " 5+. 5: 
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Df pooles, drie lakes, and ſprings choak'd up with drouth, 
And rivers empty channels. With his mouth | 

urr'd up, now drinks he liquid Ayre ; and then 

ncertaine what to:do, grovels agen 

Upon theearth, and-ſhaves the 4 groaning plaine, 

If any moiſture in the grafſe remaine; 

Which withers, blaſted with's infectious breath ; 

And where he creepes, his hifſes uſher death, 

Such was the, e ſnake; which from the Northern car 

Divides the skie, and thence extendeth far 

Within the Southerne Zone.. Such was the f ſnake, 
Whoſe circles made thiinfolded g heads to ſhake 
Ofth' ſacred mount - till pierc'd by 6 Del:us's Arts, * 
With many wounds, he bore a wood of darts, 

| Poorbabe, what God allotted thee a Fate 

So great ? Doelt thou ſcarce having paſt the gate 

Of life, beneath a foe ſo powerfull ful ? 

 Was', that the Grecians might hereafter call 

"Thee ſacred 2 worthy of that tombe-? The child 

Byth' taile o'th* Serpent unawares 1s-kill'd.. 

Sleepe ſoone forſakes his tender limbs, and's eyes 

Looke up to welcome Fate, and then hedies. 

\ | But when his dying ſhrikes the aire hath ſtrooke, 

And plaints halfe urrer'd his pale lips forſooke, . 

' (Like thoſe imperfeRt words, in dreames we ſpeake :) 
Fypfip'le frighted heard him : But her weake _. 
Knees falter'd in her courſe ; her minde foretold 

The miſchief : whilſt her roving eyes behold 

The ground ſhe ſearches on: Doubling, in vaine. 

Thoſe words her infant knew. He's gone ; The plaine 


d Weary either of the heat, or of his burthen: © Ophiuchrs.a conſtels 
| Lation of that length, that beginning ar Charles's waine, it croſiesthe 
\ Tropicks. f Priben, which by Fimo's command,perſecured Latone from 


Parnaſſus to the ſea. £ The two tops of Parnaſſus abour which he 
— þ Apolls borac in- Delos, who to revenge his Mother, ſlew 
him, 4 , : 


_ 


Statii Thebaid, Lib. V. 145} 
Has loſt the markes it had ; where the dull ſaake = 
- Ina green knot lies gather'd, and does take "1 
625 The ſpacious field up : Reſting's neck upon - 
His winding panch, A trembling ſeizes on 
Th* unhappy ſoul at ſight on't , her ſhrill cries | 
Ring through the wood : Yer ſtill the Serpent lies 
Unterrified, Ar laſt the Gracians hear 
639 Her howlings : 5 Areas (traight the Cavalliere 
Commanded, flies, and brings the reaſon : Then | 
Mov'd with their glict'ring Armes, and noiſe o'th' men, 
He rais'd his ſcaly neck, with viſage ſowre : 
Bur ſtout Hippomedon with all his power ', _ 
635 Lifts up a ſtone, the land-marke ; which he flings 
| Through thy aire, with ſuch a force, as warlike ſlings | 
With milſtones pois'd, ſtrong barricadoes ſhake : 
Yer his ſtrengih's diſappointed 1 For the ſnake 
Having ſhruake up his tender neck, to's back, 
640 Eſcapes th'approaching blow. The earth does k, crack : 
| 'Whilſt he in numerons curles hops through the {hwvse 


| * Bur, met by Capaez with's athen club, 


m_—y x natal rn. 42 0 Ove 
- _ _ 


My wounds, he cries out, though ſhalt never flee ; 

Whether a fierce 1nhabitant thou be | 

| 643 Ofthis darke grove ; orelſe ſome God : (and / oh! 

That Gods tooke any pleaſure in thee.) No: 

t Not if 2 » *Gyant ſhould thy back beltride. | 
Then flics his quivering ſpear, and does divide ' 
The monſtrous gaping jaws, and cuts in two (through } 

650 His fork'd tongues pays'nous ſtrings ; thence picrces 

” Hisſtanding mane, and gliſtering forchead ; next, 
Dau. with his braines blacke goare,ich? carth *cis fixt, 
Paine had ſcarce poſted through every part, 

» Whenhe with many folds twines round the dart : 

And bearing it pluck'd our, he flies away 


# Parthenop.eus, whom our Poct expreſſes on hocſeback, k Wirth the® | 
violence of the blow which the Serpent c{caped. 1 He pcoſecures his $ 
old facrijegious hymour. m Berween whom vhete is ſome relapion,ffer Þ 
the Gyant we res ſcrpents fect, 1 Haviog fo long #race fromy oben? | 
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"Toth' Gods darke Temples, meas'ring, as he ſay, 

The ground with's bulke : his mourning ſoule does twine, 65 
As 'ewas hiſs'd out, about his maſters ſhrine, p 
The angry pooles of Leyna, neere o of kin, 


Þ Nemea ore Which head crawi'd, the Gods of all 

The groves,and Faunes, (their reeds q brook) wept his fall. 

Nay » 7ove from e/£tna's forge had arm'd his hand, 

And winter ſtormes were gather'd o're the land ; 

But'that, (the God not 5 ceas'd yet,)Caparens is 

Reſerv'd to merit greater plagues then this, 

Yet blaſts of lightning glanced up and downe, 

And : finged the top of's helmet on his crowne, 
And 'now th unhappy Lemnin wandring over 

The field, freed from the ſerpent, dots diſcover 

Upon a diſtant hillocke, how the grafſe 

With ſprinkled drops of blood difcolour'd was. 

Hicher with bitter moanes ſhe bends her pace, 

| Raging, and fees the miſchief; on the place 

Of guilt, ſhe fals like lightning : neither words 

Nor tea res at firſt, that facall ſight affords. oY 

But onely doubling wretched kiſſes, ſhe Q. G71 

Falson him, ſeeking where his ſoul did flee \ 

From his wartne limbs : Nor's « face, nor's brealt appear «\ 

| I'ch' place ; his skin's torne ; all his boncs lie bare : 

| With ſpringing ſhonres of blood his joynts are drown'l ; 

| And all his body's one continued wound. 680 


660 


\ 


In'a broad oake, by a ferpent are deſtroy'd. 


{Their cawking noiſe,ſits tittering or'e for fear, | 
And lets the meat ſhe brought fall from her bill, 685 


0 Either bec1uſe the Hydra was like him, or we. his progenitor, 
i Where hc was bred and lived. q A token of thelr (ad lameats 3 reeds 
{betokening either their garlands or pipes, for borh were made of them, 
To revenge the ſerpent which implored his aid before. 5 Asafter- | 


And Nymph, that us'd with floures to ſtrew his skin, ) 


| So whena crowes neſt and her young ones, laid 
{The hen returnes, and wondring ſhe don't hear | | 
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{ wards, when for his Atheiſme he was thunder-ſtruck. 3 By _ he 
"* "5; ace! 4 MOM Sole Reinc hroniled tooe ner Þ© the Cr- 
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| Since onely bloud, and ſcatter'd downe does fall Wo 
5 Her plunder'd bower, When the poar wretch, diſmay'd, 
Within her lap his mangled limbs had laid, [ 
ils And wrapt them in her locks : Her voice at laſt 
690 Broke looſe from greif, and found a way : Her walk | 
Of ſighes diffolv'd to words : Oh thou that doelt 
0 Breake the faire image of the ſans I loſt 
= eicemorns ) thou comfort of my ſtate, 
. And Country left | Grace, to my captiv'd Fate ! 
695 What guilty gods extinguiſh'd thee, my joy ? 
Whom I left ſporting when I went away, 
B 2 And tumbling on the grafle > Ah ! where are found 
Thyſtar-iike eyes, now, and the tongue-ticd ſound 
Of thy halfe words ? Thy ſmiles, and murmurs ſoft, 
" | 700ghich onely I could underſtand ? how off, 
/* , FLexnios, and Argos heardtthou me recite ? 
< *ARq-with fad lullabies thy fleep invite ? 
* Je I cheer'd up my griefe, ſuckling this child 
\ |, -Ag*twere mine owne ; But now his mouth is fill' 
705 With ſhowres of milke in vaine, which trickle downe _ 
' /Upon his w wounds, Now, now, the gods are x knowne, 
Of oy preſaging dreames, and nightly fears ! 
en at no time unreveng'd appears | M 
T'ch' darke, to my affrighted ſenſe. But why >5{ 
710 Accuſe I heaven ? Why, ready now to dye 6 
| Fear I to tell the truth ? *Twas I alone | [ 


Expos'd thy life. What madneſke ſeis'd upon 
My ſoul > Could ſach a care be ſo forgot ? 
Whilſt I proud foole, report my Countries lot, 
And mine owne fame ; Lemnos, thy y fin Ia; 
715 *Twas wondrous piety ſure 1 Captaines, direct 

y Me to the fatall ſnake : If thankes be due 

For my unlucky = merit ; or if you 


, . 4... 

w Either flowing back out of his mouth, or his face it ſelfe, being 

| likewiſe wounded. x Fore-warning her : or rather commanding # 
generall guilt upon the Lemniaus, as Polixo informed them. In mar-/) 
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"Honour my words. Or elſe diſpatch me here : 
"Leſt my offenſive perſon fhould appear - 
To my ſad a Princes, and Ewridice 
'Bereft, Although in ſorrowes combate, ſhe 
Can hardly overcome me. Shall I 90 
To her, and this unwelcome burthen throw 
Into her lap ? Earth finke me firſt below 
The Center. With theſe words, ſhe dawbs her brow. 
With duſt and bloud : And roles at feet o'ch* b Kings, | 
Impnting clofe, to their griev'd ſouls, the c ſprings. : 
Ang now the d royall Prielt, Lycurg:s hears 
The news, which fils him, and the houſe with tears. 
From the Perſean mountaines e ſacred top 
Hecame ; fſlaſht inwards there, he'ad offer'd up 
To threatning Fove,and ſhaking's head return'd 
From th' Altar,where the ſpeckled intrals burn'd. 
Here he ſecur'd himſelfe from Grecian wars : 
The Temple ſtop'd him, thongh not free from cares, 
Nor were the gods oraculous replies, 
And old advice forgot : a voice did riſc 
From th' ſacred f vauit : g Thy blond, Lycurrus ſpall 
T oth' Greciun wars bring the firſt funerall. SM 
This frights him ; ſince Wars Charriot rak'd the ground, 
He's ſad, and ſtartles at the trumpets ſound : 
Yet h envies the Armes mark'd out for ruine, See 
The faith of 5 heav'n ! Guarded Hipſipple = 
{ Prings the torne carkaſſe forth ; and meets the Mother 
{ Who brought a traine of howling Matrons with her, 
But ſtout Lycwro's dull piety forbears ; 
{He's better ſp'rited ; rage drunke up his tears : 
And meas'ring with long (teps the plaines, he cries : 
| Where's ſhe, that does lofſe of my blood deſpiſe, 
| a Lycurgs and Euridice whoſe fervant now ſhe was, b As all the 
Fencrals were called. c Langia, the guidance to which begor this miſ- 
(chief. 4 King of the Country and Prieſt to Fupiter. e Where Favcs 


[Temple ſtood. f Where the Oracle was delivered. g Which he inter 
preting of hjmſclfe, found it accomplithed in his (on. þ Being defi- 
4 uu 1 CCOMNmanr homrm it che CO . . = #* 
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| p Ungratefall they looke on ? (what 9 fur'rall pile 
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Or joys in't > Breaths ſhe ſtill} Companions take her, | 
And drag her quickly hither : I will make her vl 
Forget her Lemnian tale, and fire belied, | 
And facred ſtock,which bolſters up her pride. 

Then he ruſh'd on ; and ſnatch'd a ſword in's rage - 
To run her through : But Tydews does ingage 

With's ſhield againſt his breſt ; and gnaſhing cries, 
Stop, Mad-man,[top thy furious enterprize, 

Who e're thon art : Nor-Capanexs is{lack, 

Nor fierce Hipemedon, with's ſword k drawn back, 
Nor Arca with a forward thruſt. His eyes 

Dazled with her bright armes. Then's ſervants riſe 

To aid their King. Adraſtzs, in the rout, 

More calmely, and Amphiaraus, out 

Of reverence to his partners garland, cries ; 
Forbear I pray, and ſheath your ſwords : there is, 
One » Grandfires blood, which makes us all of kin : 
Don't cheriſh fury thus : No thou 0 begin, 

But T yers, diſcompos'd ſill, thus replies ; 

Dar'it thou, upon thy ſons tombe ſacrifice 

The Grecians guide and their preſerver ; while 


Avenging by't ! ) A Kingdome is her due ; 
Her father Thoxs : from r bright Evan too 
Her ſtocks deriv'd. Wil not content thy pride, 
That all thy Country-men take armes befide ? 
Thou onely,'mongſt the raging!troops,haſt peace ? 
But hug it [tiſl : Oh may viRtorious Greece - 
Find thee, lamenting ſtill thy fate, o're's urne. 
This ſaid ; He breaking's anger does returne 
More modeſtly : I did not thinke, that you 
Marching to race the Thebaxe bulwarks, drew 
k To make a violent thruſt as fencers uſe. 3 Parthenopers name 
from Arymanthus the Arcadian monnt where he was bred. m WhiC 
one wore as Pricſt to Fapttcr,the other as Prophet to Apollo. n Perſe® 


whence all the perry Kings of Greeee, united then, were ſprung. 0. Þ 
Tydeus, whom Adraſtus had moſt power to command. p Being atel 
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In enemies force on-us : Go on, deſtroy 

Four brethren ; (if you thinke it ſuth a joy : ) 

veaſon your armes at home : Let impious fires b] 
For, what * offence has paſt >) Jn *2008 the ſpires 7$5 4 

If 7ove;in + vaine _ Ps. I conceiv'd, 

& Prince and Maſter, when fo jultly griev'd, 

lad power o're's ſervant : But heav'ns Soveraigne 

ces this ; he ſees, and's anger does remaine 

ure though't be late : This ſpoke ; he lookes about 795 

Coth' Towne, where war had rais'd another rout. 

Freſh fame outſtrips the horſe-mens ſpeed, and brings 

\ :- double tumulc upon both her wings.« 

Keport flies up and downe, Hypfipte led 
0 execution, and by this time 


P 
| cad. 795 
Tis ſoon * beleiv'd : nor will they ſtop their anger, 
Zat fire and ſword, their houſes ſtraight indanger. 
overthrow the Kingdome, and ſubdue 

Aptiv'd Lycarg's, with Fove, and's Altars too : 

ie women ſhrikes the Ecchoing houſes here, 800 {# 
ad « grief inverted turnes its back to fear, 1 
Sat high A4afts, in's ſwift Chariot, flies 
ch” mid'it o'th* troops, and ſhewes before their eyes 
T hoantss, carried with him : crying thus : ' 
Jold, hold, here's nothing done that's barbarous. gogs | 

ycrr gs no ſuch ruine has deſerv'd ; 
Behold, the foundreſle of our ltreame's preſerv's. [ 
K So when on this fide th' Eaſt, and Northerne wind, i 
{Pn that, the gloomy Southerne are combin'd = x 
ICo vex the Seas, with divers ſtormes ; the day $10 | 
ſs baniſh'r, and darke winter bears the ſway: 
Mounted on's ſteed comes Neptwne o're the Maine, 


# Which mighe demerit at Foyes hand 2 This Parentheſis is to be re- [ 
$rred to what follawes. $7 vilem tamti premerent £76. ——-. 5 Who 
either Gaved his ſon nor protcRed him. .* One in the City, the 0- 
in the fields where Lycurgus was. * Bythe Greaan army quar- 
thing in the cowne, who murinied upon the news. # Conceived be- 


® 


$15 


820 


830 


| B4qo 


: 


4 


+ 4 


' She like a rock ſtands with fixt eyes unmov'd, 
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A double + Triton ſwims with's froathy raine + 
Bat when the faling waves his ſignall hears, 3 

3 Therts lookes ſmooth, the his, and ſhoares appeare, = 

What God, in pity to their funerall griefe, 3 
Proſper'd their vows fo much ? and did relieve 
Hypſipiles tears,with joys palt expeQation 3 
Thou father z Eva», founder of the Nation, 
Didſt bring ro Nemen, from the Zemmas trand, ; 
The 4 two young Brethten, and ſtrange fatecommandy” 

"They ſought their tnother then, and did teſort | 
Unto Lycurges's hoſpitable Court : 

When the ſad meſſenger came in, to tell 

The King, how's ſoh byth' ſtroake o'th* Serpent fell, 
They therefore troop along : (Oh chance ! how dittt 
Mens ſouls are to fore-ſee ! ) and favour him. 

But when the ſound of Lemos ſtrooke theit any 
AndThoeas's name, they ruſh through ſwords and ſpears 
And weeping, both with greedy armes infold _ 
Their mother, where they *xchange each others ſoul, .. 

s 
And dares not b truſt the Gods, which Qhe had prov'd, 
But when their face, and th* c Argo's itampe the notes 
Oa their forſaken ivords ; and on their coates, 

d 7aſon: imbroider'd piture : fighes depart ; 

So great a pteſent does or'echarge her heart, 

And downe ſhe ſinkes : then were her eyes bedew'd_ 
With other tears. Signes from the e sky were ſhew'd : 
And whilſt the joyfull crowd their ſhouts do reare, 
f Bacchrns his drums and trumpets rend the aire. 

Oiclides then, when firlt their rage did breake 

To filence,and he might be heard to ſpeake, 

Begins : Thou Nemas ruler, and the reſt | 

x Either harneſſed double in his watry Charriot, or double ſhape 

balfe horſe, halte fiſh. x The Sea- Nymph, daughter to Nerews, yi 


for the Sea. © Bacchus from whora Thoas ſprung, « Hypſipyics rwo (&nil 
for whole ſafety ſhe was ſo ſelicirons before. b Doubring the teaths 


."F 


what ſhe ſaw. © Impreſſed upon their Armes. 4 Left them {Faw 
mnorialLot thei 'Y hich ſecondeg the 1oy of the &; 
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